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W.hy tle llane Lutheran r)

I. 'Wser JusrrnrcerroN ron Tnrs Neur?
We haye not hesitated to call our periotlical the Lulh,eran

(Der Lutheraner). We do, however, feel it to be our duty to
answer those who rnay inquire what signiffcance it has and what
justification we have in adopting it.

'We know full well that from the very beginning not a few

I) Ihe Bugg$tioD mede in footnote I, page 6, of the TuEorocrcAL
MoNtlELy Les induced Rev. Ca,rl Romo8er, of Granite City, IU., to otrer
this reproduction o{ Dr. Wolther's article in Vol. I, No. 1, ol Dat LutlaranaL



::: r\Hr THE N.{rtE r,urHER,tI,i,

:i:::aiea ofen..e because the Lutheran Church is named after
I-.;1;1- after a mere man. This name clearly evidences, they
::-:la-. rhat this Church cannot be the true Church of Jesus Christ,
::: :-. ,ulr the fabrication of a man, and, say they, such churches
i::: :€ctarian. "I-.rutherans," they urge, .'by all means read the
,.: ' inion of St. Paul concerning human names in lCor- 1.3. Are
r.-'u not guiltl', when you designate yourselves Lutherans, of the
lrrl eril Paul condemns ?" \ot a ferr Lutherans are at a loss
r:rat to rcply when opponents make this chargc. Rut plausible
as this rebuke appearsr olt closer inspection it bccornes ju-st as
nuch without justification and foundation as it seemed plausible.
In the first place, it is a mistake to say that Lutherans first called
themselves by this name. History clcarly testifies that enemies.
iu ordel to revile, first designated them as Lutherans.

Dr. Eck, who held the famous Leipzig debate with LuUrer,
first referred to those rvho supported Luther's teachings as Lu-
therans. Luther's opinion about this is clearly stated in one of
his writings in 7522, Adntonititn against Brfofing. Among other
things he wrote: "I beg not to have my name rnentioned, and to
call thc people, not Luthclar, but Christian. \[hat is Luther?
The doctrine is not mine. nor har.e I beel crucified for any one.
St.  Paul  (  |  Cor.  3,  l .  5;  norr ld oot suf fpr  Chr is l iaDs ro be cal led
after Peter, but only after Christ. \1'hl shor d I - miserable piece
of corruption that I ant-Lave thi,q honor. that thc childret of
Christ should be called afret nrl abominable narne ? No. no, rul
clear friends; let us abolish lalr\ ' lalrres and bc r-.alled Clrri,.t ials
after Christ, whose cloctrine we hirle. 'Ihe firfisrs .leser'\'e to ha\-e
a party lame, for thel are not crrnteut rith tle rlottrine and naue
of Christ; they want to be popi:t: also. Nell. ler rhem be callecl
popish, for the Pope is their master. I am not, anil do nor want
to be, anybody's master. I share with the Church the one common
doctrine of Christ who alone is our ]Iaster. I latt.23,8." (Si. L.
Ed. 10,3?0.) This appeal of Luther clearly indicates his strong
position, and refutes the charge that he ambitiously desired his
follolers to call themselres Lutherans.

\\re dare not maintain, however, that it is not permitied for
Christians to call themselves after a man, We have an incontest-
able e\ample of this very thing in the Old Testament Church,
rrliere God Himself called the Church after a nan. Is it not callecl
t::'r Israelitic Ohurch? Christ calls it such when speaking of
\arbanacl : "Behold an fsraelite in whom there is no mile ." And
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reas not Israel a man? CoDsequeDth. it depeDils upoD the sensc
in which children of God call themsel\-cs after a man. In that
respect only can there possibll 'bc i in. \,,rr, in what sensc ancl
forwhat reason did ihe Corinthians call themselres after pau-,
Apollos, Cephas, and Christ? This .nas d,,ne. rrt. reatl. that thcv
might separaie themselves one from tlp c,rhvr. .\hhou3L paui,
Apollos, and Peter (Cephas) preached the sane rrurh. the Corir_
thians rejected the one when thev receiretl the other. Bl sucl
designations they declared themselves separare. an,l rhus ..reated
factions. 'Ihe siu that Paul repro.i'es was thar tirer.- rrere t.ausing
dir.isions among those who held one and the -.anlt- faith. aud nor
that they calleil themselves after these men. Therefr,re the ^\nostle
rejected elen the name Chrisiian which some irsi-re,l ur,nn bparing
because they used it in this sectarian sense. E\-en the name Chrisi,
though not a man's, coukl not be used in this sectarian s-ar. Trur
Lutherans have never called themsehes in thi. ohjtcri,-nai,l. :prr.e
afrer Luther.  \ \ ' i th rhis name lhpJ hare nercr r l i i t in:r ; i ih"d arr , l
separated themseh'es from the orthoilox teacher:. Ther. r,I,]fe::ed
themselves just as much followers of Augustine and all nrbtr pure
teac}crs of  the Gospcl  of  a l l  t i rnps and placcs.  Lrrr l t " : -  r , - r , . r , , . r r_
sidered himself the only true teacher. He rrrore nubjiill c,.,u_
cerning his coDtemporar.v.  rhp \ \ 'uer l tpmborg tL. , , l , ,s iar  Ff . . r : :
" l  osteem lolr  works so highly l l rat  L. ,nsi l r r  ru in-  a i , - , , . : r r . l r .
r ryor ih le"s *hen compared n i th yours and sx(.)r  a j  r , , r r : .  - \n. i  r , . . . ,
assured. I  do not spoak fablos.  oor ut tpr  anJthin-s. l t .u-1r, .  to, l .* , t -
I do not praise Rrenz, but the spirit in rou nhich i: s,, lru,.jr
k indor ' .  f r ipndi icr .  ant l  morn j )eaceable than , . , r i , , , . "  In, , ,  - . , .  . .  , , ,n, .
speaks Iike this whcn he desires to bccomc the hearl ,,f a 

-i.r. 
l luclr

more Uoes this sound like the Lutherau who clcsire,,l i ., 1,. n,,thirc
1lrore than a wi lDcss o{ the t | r r rh.  \e i r l r , , r .  ,1. ,  \ f ,  , r i l  .  r - . , .1r , .
Lutherans in thc sense in which we call oursel\,{,-. [.iri:tians. \fe
are lot Lutherans because we belicve ancl tmst iD I_li l . i . Hichh,
as Ee eslepm Ihis mighty insrnrm,,nt  o i  nur t j , " l .  . l . .  , , , , . , , ,  , , , , t
a word in matters o. l  {a i rh just  be, .arr .p Lu, l , , . r  . r , . " . .  : .  i , , r ' t  ,  r l r
vh"n i t  ic  founde, l  nn t l rc wr. i t fen \ \ ' , . r ,1 , , i  r ; . , : .  l \ " , , . ,  11, , .
recognize him as an apostle or prophet. \\-e tn,,\r thlr he *as
highly enlightened, but also that he ras. like ,:,rjrer men. subiect
to sin. IIe is not the head of oul Churcli: he i: not our none.
. \11 rrho accepr.  in bl ind fa i t l .  a l l  rhar Lur l ior .a i , j .  . imnlr  bpcause
he said i t .  are as far  f rom true Lutherani .nr  a i  lhp pa; lh is f rnm
tire :kv alt l the night from the Uav. J_utler wrote to l lelanchthon.
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sas an€nding the Augsburg Diet in 15J0: ..It displeases me

g-rr! rhen rou write in your letter that you have followed me in
:1i: matter because of my reputation. I desire no reputation and
r-ll not command nor be known as a Jounder. Ald even thoush
m.n immediately pul  a l ro lcr  corsl luct iou upon i t ,  I  wi l l  nor
hare it. If the matter is also yours and ajTects you even as much
as ure, it should not be spoken of as mine.,, Luther rejected un_
lan{ul reputation in the Church, and our Church has ner-er ascribed
such reputafion to him. \Ye read in the very beginning of flre
Formula of Concord, one of the most important corfessiorrs of
ofthodox Lutherens; "\\re beliere, teach, and confess that the onil
real standard according to which at once all dogrna and teachers
should be esteemed and judged is nothing less than the prophetic
anrJ aposiol ic Scr ipturcs of  rhe Old and New Tesl .amenfs.  b iher
rvritings of ancient and modcrn teachcrs, whatever rcputation thel
nray ha!c- shuuld not Ln lpqar, lpd as of  cqrral  arr t l rur i r l .wi t l r  t1, , .
Iloly Scriptures, but should altogether be subordinated to rem
and should not be receir.ecl othcr or {urther than as witnesses. in
what manncr and in what place, since the time of re apostlcs, drc
(pure) doctrine of the prophcts and apostles l,as preserved.,,

X'inally, the question might be asked rvheflrer we call ourselves
Lutheran in order to emphasizc that we cling to a new doctrine
promulgated by Luther some three hundred vears ago,2) or at least
desire to aclhere to a new church established bv him. God forbict I
\ \ -p refrrsn to be known as Lutherans in lhp 6ense in u.hich r l te
followers of Arius, for instance, are called Ariaus, or the Domini-
cans after Dominic. Luther preachetl no ncrv doctrine, but restatecl
thc pristine doctrine of the cternal Gospel. Ncither did he separatc
himsel f  l rom thp oid t rua (  l rur ,h.  Lrr i i r  ufnn r l r , , fnun, lat i l , r ; f  rh*
apostles and prophets, Je"ru: Christ Hirlsell being the chjef Corner-

-ctone. He separated him-"elf from. ol rathcr lras forced out of, the
comnunion of those who hacl fallcn frour the oltl faith aud ryele
urisusing the namc of the okl Catholic Church to enslar€ neD,s
cori-qciences by their traditions. The pulpose of this perioclical is
r,) testify to these truths. 1fe shall, iu the first place, call attention
to a fe$' of Luther's declarations that clearly prore he vas lot
cleterminecl upou spreading his own opinions, but insisted olly ol
r ' r r l , l i .h ing Cod's Word. He wrires ar the pnd of  h is ercel lerLr
r,rsiil: "\Yould to God that all expositions of mine and other
reachers might perish, and every Chlistian would concern himself

I

t

' l r  \Vri t ten l8{4.
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only with the Scriptures, the pule l\-orcl of God ! you can see
yourself from my idle talk horr immeasurablr. superior Gotl\ ,l\.ord
is to man's. Yes, no man,s words can appr,tach. n,t1 co44la1e rvitir,
those of the Lord. He who is able. rrirhout ci,nment'uri"," una
expositions, to satisfy himself will fiud no use f,r ruine or other
men's^commentaries. They woukl onl.r. hin,]t,r hin. Therefore,
dear Christian, read the Scriptures, search thc >fril,rurer. arrd let
mine and other expositions be only scaffokls t,, thp rtal bli lr l ing,
whereby you seize, enjoy, and abide in, thc pure \I,,,r, i ,,f (f;1.
For there God dryells in Zion.,, Luther,s bitierest enemirs rlrustr
acknowledge that his position was thoroughly based up,rn tirn S."ip-
tures, For this very reason he spread thlm u_,o" ,h" n",,,rl".
Iu conf i rmat ior  nf  lh is jpt  u* quoie f ronr the n-r i r i tg i ,  . " r , ' r ,n
f toman (  a lhol l ( .  aulhor.  Florpmundus l iaenrrrn, lu. .  Tl i i .  nr l r r
wrote with particular violence against re protestanr: arr,-i t,,,,k
active part in the persecutions against rem. Bur iriar irim irrl:trs History ol the Ori,gin, etc., of the Heretics ,,f ll,, ,jl"nr|,
Century_: ','The common peoplc e.r.erJrwhere lir.ecl n-irh lr: Biblr
(at Luther's t ime). It had been translated into rhe o,o,r... ,,,u*o,
One saw the book on all sirelved and tables. It.r".:n ,:,.,-.""=1,i._
rnan's shop and on the mother,s lap. ?he wholc norl,.l ,ru, .o*r*.d
i rL t l rp rear l ing of  rLn Biblo.  These ser rar ian. .  ,nr- i  , . , r , ,  r l , ; .
!gok, lnon meeting a priest or rnonk, bcgan to ar1.ue * .i, Li",
' I 'hey insistecl upon being sho.wn whcre thtl nrr". r,,r.: ,,, l ;,. t i ,"
I loly Scriptures. Others rlemanded proof for tf,u a,,"r.,,,. . i  ,,,,._
gatoly, irfant baptism, ald the Trinity. I.irallr-. rl,..r ,i.lra:r,le,-l
that every doctrine be proretl with exact word:. rr,.,' ..;-i"j
all traditions and apostolic ortl inancesl for the artl. i ,,:r i i . hatl
taught: 'The Bible, which is committeti to all, is rh,:,,uir.. i",,,1,r., i
in al l  controversics in r .c l ig ion. ' , '  Could auJ , , t r , , t i \ , . , :  i , ,  . , .  , i , l . , t
p i r . l r r lo of  rhe grorvrh of  a rrorr  l i fe in r l rc Rr. fnrrrrar,  r r_. i r i . .  r .  " . r r , , i ,
thp Biblp? \ \ 'ho could bct tpr , lpferrd Lur l r"r  ag. , r : . i  ; , "  , , " ,*"
Ihat  l rn cstabl is l red a ocn. rc l ig inpf  \ \ -"  ler  l .1rrr . .  . , ,  _, .  .  , ,  i " . i l . "
he despised the true Church and desired to e,srl l, lr:::, l ,r.tr.;r,;.
In 1532 he rvrote ,,Against Factiols Spirits,, tt i ,.,. ,,.,:,,,:, u_.r=
d i rected chi" i ly  against  the Zwiogl iarrs.  i r  l r , ,  . l . r r  i . . :  ,  i , . .  , , "1 , ; , . , - , , . ;
nI  rhe body and blood of  Chr isr  in r l re Sa,r .arrr . . r l  U .n. . ] r ,
"I _ryould rather have, not onlv the {actious spirits. l,Lrt tt,.. n,i.,to,l,
and law of. all empcrors, kings, antl p"iu"es lr"a. lri,rr".. 

"guinrtrnc, than the least testimony of flre Chri-rti,rn Church. f,or we
dalc not deal lightly with articles of faith. harmoniouslv held since

l2
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apostolic days, as we would with papistical and imperial laws or

oiher traditions of the fathers and councils." These words are

conrincing proof that Luther diil not despise the Church, as has

often been charged against hin. IIe desircd to be its obeilient son'

He was, indeed, no respecter of persons, and yet he never desired,

as so many to-day, to stand, in a false way, upon his own conceiteil

self-sufficiency. IIe maintained that the true Church had existed

throughout the centuries. His inquiry' above all, was horv she hail

taught throughout the centuries. Ile honored, indeed, the voice of

the true Church and desired to be in agreement with her; he

looked upon her as the pillar and stronghold of the truth, and

wished to be a member of the great army oJ orthoalox teachers from

the apostles'time down to his own. Never did he ileny the duty

of hearing and obeying the Church. Matt. 18,17' Therefore, this

is not the point of dispute that once engageil the Lutheran and

Catholic churches and still does to-day. The question is not

whether man must obey the Church when she legitimately demands

it (for she can justlv demand such obedience) ' 
but whether rnan

must obey her when she commands that n'hich is contrary to the

Gospel. Such obedience Luther denied her, and declared that when

the voice of Christ is not heard, the Bride, His true Church, must

not. be heard. [Ie condemned false prophets tho bear the name of

the Church as a cloak, and hide themselves in it, as mvening wolves'

And finally, he separated himself from these Jalse prophets, since

they would not permit a reformation. But this act did not separate

him from the true Church.


