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Floor Committee 21: Translation Evaluation Committee (TEC) 

 

Subject: Option 2 

Reference: Book of Reports and Memorials, pp. 69-78; 211-215 (memorials 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 29, 30) 

Resolution No. 1 

 

WHEREAS       1)  we strive to follow the direction found in Ephesians 4:2-3, "Be completely humble and 

gentle; be patient bearing with one another in love.  Make every effort to keep the 

unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace" and in Philippians 1:27, "Stand firm 

in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel”; and 

 

WHEREAS 2)  the TEC evaluation of the "Review of the 102" noted that each of the three translations 

(NIV2011, ESV, HCSB) "has some generally recognized strengths" but also "some 

generally recognized weaknesses" (BORAM, p. 73); and 

 

WHEREAS 3)  the TEC concluded that “As a committee we are convinced that all the precious truths 

of our faith are clearly taught in all the translations we have considered” (BORAM, p. 

77); and 

 

WHEREAS 4)  the TEC has produced a four-part Bible study for congregational use to help lay 

people become more familiar with translational issues; and 

 

WHEREAS 5)  it is apparent that no consensus has developed in the synod for the use of a single 

translation, as is evident from the memorials submitted to the synod from a broad 

sampling of the districts that dealt with the translation issue; and 

 

WHEREAS 6)  Northwestern Publishing House (NPH) will be able to use NIV84 for current 

published products and may be able to continue to use it for some future products; 

therefore be it  

  

Resolved, a)  that the synod in convention adopt the second option of the TEC report, that WELS 

does not adopt a single Bible translation for use in its publications at this time but use 

an eclectic approach; and be it further  

 

Resolved, b)  that we encourage NPH to choose whichever translation it deems best for a particular 

publication; and be it further  

 

Resolved, c) that all the congregations in the WELS be encouraged to use the four-part Bible study 

that the TEC produced; and be it finally 
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Resolved, d)  that we, as members of the WELS standing firm in one spirit, contending as one man 

for the faith of the gospel, fix our hearts on this one unshakable truth:  the Word of our 

God endures forever. 

 

Pastor Joel Gaertner, chairman 

Pastor Mark Gabb, secretary 

 

ADOPTED 


