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Sermon Text: Acts 2:l-13

"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one qccord in one
place. And suddenly there came a soundfrom heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues
Iilce as offire, and it sat upon eaeh af them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under
heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were
eonfounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they
were all amazed and martelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which
speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were
born? Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egp4 and in
the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and
Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.
And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saytng one to another, l(hat mesneth this?
Others mocking said, These men are full af new wine. "

{PRAYER:} Oh Most Gracious God, our Heavenly Father, who did teach the hearts of
Thy faithful people by sending to them the light of the Holy Spirit, open our hearts this
day to Your Holy Word and grant us by Thy Holy Spirit to have a right judgment in all
things and evermore to rejoice in His holy comfort; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our
Lord, who with Thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth forevermore. Amen



RETOICE IN THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT!

Fel lEH RedeenEd in Chr i  st ,

At  t rhr istmas al l  cr f  t rhr ist iandsn rejoires at  the bir th of  the t rhr ist
Chi ld rho w6uld su{fer and die +or the s ins o{ the Hhsle l {oFld.  At
EasteF, we rejoice at  His glEr ious regurrect isn and lBok {srward rc i th
EiuFeness o* fa i th and hope to our own FesurFElEt ionr t rsn+ident that
al theugh we f i iEr i t  nothing in or of  Er lFsr lves,  thE pFeci( fus sscr i f iEe
made for us by our LErd and $avisr on the Crsrs Ef Calvary has sEEured
fsr us a Flace in the heavenl  y man=ions o{ our Father 's Kingdom.

And lsst  Sunday we celebrated Our Lord's ascension ts the r ight  hand
Ef tht  Father,  t rhrre He govctrns al t  th ings to the glory l : f  His Br ide,
the t rhurch.

Tifda'y r tsrB have grgat trause ta re jcri ce aE r{El 1 - Fc:r tt:day ? carl the
+i+t ieth day sf ter  the nld Testanrent fe=t ival  caf  th= Fas=t: . rErr  hre
cEl ebrste the Br-{ tpc:ur i  ng r :+ the Hnl y Spi  r i .  t  uFEn Chri  =t  '= Church i .  n
the f est i  val t :+ trentec{f =t .

He is the Csm+Erter,  thr  6ne prEft ised by our Sevi  or  be{sre His
ascension into heavenr $rhtrfn suF hEavenly Father sent in His dpaF San'.JE
nafie, even ss r{e Fead in verse ?6 o{ our- Eospel reading fsF today:

"  But the t romfoFterr  which i€ the Holy Ghost,  wh(]  thr  Father wi l l
send in my narne, he rhel l  teach yau al  1 th ingsn and br ing al l
th ings to your remembrance, whatseever I  have said unto you. ' ,

ThpFefore,  dear.  Chr ist ians,  let  u€ rejEiEr in the cEf i ing . ] f  the Haly
Spir i t ,  for  He csnes t l ]  lead you to your Savior,  JEsLrs Chr ist  and He
trrmes to keeF you in the comnuni on of  saints,  the Invis ib le t rhurch.

After t rhr ist 'g ascension inte heaven, the di=ciples returnEd t( ]
Jerusalen to Hai t  as they had been instrutr ted by the Lord.  On the
ttnth da.y,  as they xere assernbl  ed t t rgether in one plscr the rniracle af
Pentecost trame upsn them- The Holy Spirit descended upon them,
opening their  hearts and minds and touching their  l ips,  that  they
shEuld Freach the GEod News of  the +Ergiveness o+ sins,  I i fE and
salvat ion giv€n to the ent i re hror ld in the suffer ing and drath o+
Jesus, the He'ssi ah ,

And not i .n one language on1y, but the H61y Spir i t  geve the disciFles
the abi l i ty  te te l l  the Eospel  essagEl in the na.t ive tsngues . l f  a l l
the di**erent peoples who were gathered together at  JeFusalen +Ftrm
ne;r and +aF -

There roere Feople nh{f  had been FaisEd {rom chi ldhsEd as Jer,rs,  as h|el l
as strangeFs of  Rorne, converts {rom as far away as Libya and Asia-

Undoubtedly,  f l iany Jegls chose tB l ive 6ut their  l iveg in the Holy Ci ty
o+ their  +athers- Ferhaps those from a+ar had ccrtn€! on this occaEsion
to be in Jerugalem ta keep th€ +eest days as appsinted by Esd in
Exodus :3:  14- 17 -
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la lhateveF the Feassn +sr their  prErsenqe in Jerugale.n,  our text  te l ig us
that they yrerr devout men Eut of every natiEn under hesven.

And so. the Holy Spir i t  usrs th iE unique si tuat ion to rnake knsi ln to
aI1,  to earh men in his or{n nat ive language, the message o+ the Gospel
of  Jesus trhr ist-

ThuE by the preaching o{ the Gospel  ,  the Holy Spir i t  labuld lead the
di++prent FeBple gsthrred thEre in Jerusal .  ern to thEir  Savi{ f r ,  Jesus-
6nd i t  is  by the Hsly Spir i t  thr€ugh Hi= l lord st i l l ,  that  He br i .ngs
al I  rnankindi  regardless of  race, langauage or cul tural  d i+ferencr to
salvat ion tEday.

l r lnw the Hrl  y 5pi  r i  t  i+ha hsd
spe*k in f t r re ign langurage=r
crt  Gsd. '  but  the Haly Spir i t
perssn sf  the Hnly Tr in i ty.

given the di=ciple= thi= sudden abi .  l i ty  t r :
tu{a's and i =, ncrt =i mpl y a,n ef f ect Er pnwer
i  s Very Esd sf  Very Gr:d.  He i  = the th i .  rd

Scripture Epeak of  the HI] ly Spir i t  aE a Fersonn {or He +-raches
tnankind. As ute read in John L4z2h, "He shal l  teach you al l  th ings.  "
And He continue= to tesch you snd me tEd6y thrtrugh His Holy trord.

And th€ Holy Spir i t  test i f ies,  g ives us sure wi tnrss sf  the Gospel
message, sE we read in J. fhn 13:?6, r*here Jesug says " . . .  He shal l
ter t i fy  sf  me.. ."  .
And this He dBes as He rnakes knBwn to us the unmerited act tf+ lBve and
sacr i f ice per{ormed +ar us by our Savier.

Accordi .ng ts Rsnenr €| :14,  the Holy Spir i t  leads us tB Jesus through
Hir  Ht] ly brord.
And the Holy Spir i t  knoHs the things Ef God, "  F{]r  what nen kn(]weth
the things E+ a nan, save the Epir i t  o{  man r{hich is in him? even ss
thp things D+ 6Bd kn.3weth no rnan, but the Spir i t  o+ Eod., ' t I  t rEr -  ?: l l )

The Holy Spir i t  EprakEr es r{e read in AEts 15:?,
" . . . the Holy 6host said,  Separate me Earnabus and 5au1 fBr thp

hrork | {heFeunto I  have cal led thern."

He alst :  forbidsr f ls  t {E read in Act= 16:&,
him ". . .hrere f i : rb iCden s+ the Holy Ehc:st
He can be resi  =ted r  f lE r . l i  tnes=ed t i :  *ct=

"Ye Et i  +f  necked and unci  rcurngi  sed i  n
resi  st  the Ht: l  v f ihn=t.  .  -  "

whers Paul  a,nd nther= wi.  t .h
t  a preach the FJBrd i  n Asi  a.
7:51 n
heart  and ears r  yE dcr a}elay=

The Hnly Spir i t  is  thus screly despised
that bl*sphem Him, ds Err  r . l i th terr ib le
tr lsar in Plark 3:29". . -Eut he that shal l
Ehost hath nevEr- Strrgivenesso but is in

by the unbel ievers and they
c{fn5Equence, far  Ecrd's l ' {srd is

blasphem agein=t the Ht: ly
danger t : f  etsrna].  darnnat i  En .  "
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FurtheFrnnre,  t -he Htr l  y Scr- i  ptures actu* l  1y cal  I  Hi  m Gsd. In *ct= 5:  1-4
9{e read ,

"Eut a certain f ian narned Ananias,  x i th Sapphira t r is  r* i fe,
sold a possessien, And kept back part  ef  the pr icer his ld i fe alEE
being trr ivy to i tn and brought a certain paFt,  and la id i t  at  the
aFost les '  feet-  But Frter said,  Ananias,  r lhy hath Satan f i l led
thine heart  to l ie ts the H.3ly Ghsrt ,  and to keep baEk part  o+
the pr ice o+ the land? Whi le€ i t  remainEd, was i t  ntr t  th ine oldn?
and a+ter it was sEldr Has it nat in thine ohrn Fo|*er? r{hy hast
thEu EEnreived thi= th ing in th ine hrart? thou hast not l ied t t r
men, but unto Esd- "

And Scr iFture ascr ibes the at t r ibutes o{ Eod te the Holy Spir i t .
fn Hebrew5 9:14 He iE desr ibed aE leternal  , , .  In Fs.  lS?:7- lO, His
c:ronipFesence is praised. In Luke l :35 His omnipotence is made knrrxn,
and in JBhn l l t :?6,  16: l?-13, Jesus tEl ls His disciples o+ the Holy
Spir i t 's  omni sci  ence-

The Holy Spir i t  creates saving {ai th x i th in the heart  and gives to the
.Dind o+ man underr tanding. As we read the words o{ St.  psul  in hi5
f i rst  let ter  t t r  the Cor inthians chaptrr  1?,  versp g,

"WheFrf( l r r  I  g ive you tE under€tandr that  no man speeking by thr
Spirit of Esd calleth Jesus accuFsed: and that no nan can E;ev
that Jesus ig the Lord,  but by the Holy 6hEst. ' ,

Al l  r ' rho hsld fast  to Jesus Ehr ist  es the only Savior +rsm sin,  death,
tnd eternal  damnat ion havp been brought to such +ai th and cont ict isn
at the f { ] { ] t  of  the cross o+ Christ  by the Holy Spir i t  through His
l{nrd .

I t  is  the Hely Spir i . t  sthich en; ib les LIE t t :  t r r - r ly  rEpent t :+ Eur-  s inE-
I  t  i  s  He who gi  veE Lts the strength i  n t i  me= ct+ s.{ f re di  stres= t i :  say
l* i th the f  ather r :+ the posse=sed chi  ld in l {ark ?:  ?4,  "  Lord,  I
bel  i  eve, ;  hel  p Thou mi ne unbei  i  ef  .

And i t  is  thr  HsIy SFir i t ,  xho throughout the Bible,  assures us of  the
+oFgiveness E+ al l  our =in5, the t rue pEratre b,e have si th 6sd and the
eure promise o+ ever last ing l i fe which we have thrEuqh {ai th in t rhr ist
Jesus.

Dear enes, rejoiEe in the Holy Spir i t r  who lesds you to Jesus, your
Savi or !

And €gain,  I  sEy rej . ] ieel  FBr the Hsly Epir i t  not  only l rads ysu to
your-salvat ion,  but i t  i€ He also who k€eps you in the conrnunion of
seints and csntinues to preserve Hir Church Universal through the
preaching o{ His H6ly Word.

As Christ ians,  w€r are dai ly csnfronted by rnany things l rh ich spek to
divert our attention {rom the Crarss o+ trhrist arid s(f, would turn us
+rtrrn Him and a l i+e ef  sanct i { icat ion.
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The H6rld,  Hi th el l  i ts  vaunted +sme end glory,  snd the desperate
pursui t  of  ,natrr ia l  weal th t r ies to gain the upper hand in cur l ives
by demanding Eur tifie snd talents agray +r6dr that l{hich should be first
and foremsst in our l ives,  the spreeding o{ the GBed NeNr o{ Savet ion
in Jesus Chri  gt .

Our or. |n s inful  f leshr r , { i  th al l  i tE l r rst ,  GrncourageE us ts fo l low the
ways gf the worl d -

And the Devi l ,  as a Foer ing l ion,  is  e l r{ays there i .n one {orm or
another to creatr  doubt in the nind, a cuFEie +(fr  the l ips,  and frar in
the heart, so that he night devcrur us and s.f tuFn us +rom the Path of
Light and Li  fe.

Dear Chr ist ians,  when an athlete pFeparErs +{]r  a race, he preFares to
Hin- He kn6w5 i f  he wants to succeed, i {  hp t {ants his btrdy to be able
f ight  of{  stress,  infect ion,  d isease, and any ather th ing which rgi l l
interfersgr i th s +ai thful  run,  he has to give his body the proFrr
nutr i t ion,  He has to give i t  g[ 'od food and clean r*erter.

5t] Hhat dtres he do?

Dseg he go crut  ints a back al ley somewherr,  jump head lEng int6 a
dumpster fu l l  c t  t ra€h and start  shsvinE hand+uls E+ rot t ing,  naggot
in+ested garbage into his mEuth?

No, that  would be disgust ing and fool ish,  wouldn' t  i t?

Yet st  t imes aren' t  we gui l ty Ff  doing €,ract ly thst  wi th ouF spir i tual
I i vEs?

How many t'f us, at lrork or at other places in our ctrmmunitier, turn an
eager €rar ta hear the latest  gt ]ssip about gomebody"E inf idel i ty,  laugh
at an t]++-Eolor jc'ker er take jBy in sFreading the news abrfut Eur
nei  ghboF's misf  or tunr.

DD we al l6h| Eurselves to becc'ne engaged in reading materiBl , sr
l is tening to songs, or r{atrhing televi€ion shah|s t r r  &crvies r{e knor.{  aFe
not God-pl  easing?

D€ar +r iends, such things ought not sa to be!

In aI1 t imes o{ t r ia l  and temptat ionr i t  r . { t ru l  d behoove us ts remenber
that the Holy Spir i t  iE also always therr  to strengthEn us in the faEe
of al l  te inptat ions t : f  the w6r ld,  the devi . l  and ouF oun +lesh; snd to
preEerve and cart for t  us t l rFough al l  the t r ia ls o{ l i fe,  no natter what
they might ber t i l l  Btrr  Savior comes tE take us t6 our heavpnly home.

He has Fronised us as much in Phi l l ip ians 1:6,
" . . .He e{hich hath begun a good r{E'rk in you wi l l  prr form i t  unt i l
the day a+ Jesus Christ . . .  "
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But Dear Bnes, y6ur +ai th cen only be establ ished and strengthened by
the Holy Spir i t  through the l ' lesns o+ Gracer reading and hEaring €.F
66d's hlord and in receiv ing the Sacramentg-

And s= an f  a i  thf  t - t l  athl  ete eat s a =teady di  et  cf  t :n l  y gtrad f  t rsd and
dr in l ' . : ,  s t3 t r :sr  hfe need ts be fed with the gar:d =Fir- i tual  *cr t :d and
waters f  sund an I  y i  n the hlard nf  Gsd.

Let Lrs take f  u l  I  sdvantage n# urhat r{E
Gt:d '= Hnrd is the gt :c:d spir i tual  fnnd
crur=elves f nr the race wE mri,=t ruri ag
r*sr I  d.

have heen given !
hie al  I  dai  ly  need to Frspare
chi ldren t : {  Gsd in s =in{ul

Therewith dai ly nour i=h€d and preFared, h|e wi l l  be able to wi thstand
the temptat ions of  the devi l ,  the hroFld,  and our own +lesh.

And i+ He l { i l l  but  turn ts Hin and Hig l l . ] rd in sur dai ly batt le
againEt the devi l ,  the Ror ld,  and Er. |F +lEEh, r{e €hal l  be renereed in
Bur fa i th and we shal l  not  be ovErrome by the temptat ion to s in.

For by His Word He teatrheE us to use the Shield ef  Fai th and how t6
hr ie ld thr  sr , {ord o+ thr SFir i t ,  His Hely Llsrd.  Therewith thE Holy
Spir i t  leads us in the gt :od +ight o* fa i th snd by the knowledge that
the Face is $on, the v ictory aurs alrrady in ChFist ,  He giv€s us the
wi l l ingness te endure al l  th ings fs i th+ul ly t t r  the end, Hhich is a
crc'ldn of eternal li {e-

Yes, Dear OneE, Rejoice in the Holy Spir i t r  fcrr  He has led ur to ouF
savi .or ,  JrEus Christ ,  and rejEicr  in thp Holy str i r i t  +oF He guards us
and protect5 u= and keeFs uE in the true {aith, the comnunion []+
saints by His NErdl

Let us alsB serve Him by shar ing the reason +oF ouF rej( ] ic ing Hi th
sthers and s{3 bring oth€rs into the sa.ne coftmuni oll lrith us, as the
Holy Spir i t  op€rns your ears to the gFeat ce.nmission:

"Ge ye t t rere+ore and teach al l  nat iong, bapt iz ing thsn in the nafte
of the Father and s+ the EiEn and (]f the HEly 6hsst; teaching them
to ebserve al l  th ings whatsoever i  have ctrmnanded you-, ,

And as He lifts up your eyes to see thr great harvest of nhich Jesus
sptrke in Hgtthew 9: 37-3El,'

"Th€ harvest t ru ly is Flenteous, but thE labsureFs are fe l { i  Frsy
ye theFe+ore the Lord o{ the haFvest, '  thst  he Hi l l  send forth
lebourers int( f  h is harvest.  "

I t  is  He, EBd the Htr ly Spir i t ,  who l  oosenEi your tongue to wi tness to
ctthers sbout the Gospel t]+ Jrsus trhrist, so that they toe rnight share
in the joy and peare which can be found only in the knowledge E+ Jpsus
Christ  as their  Savi  or .

Holy Spir i t ,  grant us the wi l l ingness, t rourage and abi l i ty  tE sFeek t t r
others about Jesus- In Hi= name we s5k this.  Amen.

And noH, may the peace of God, thr Lt]ve Bf trhrist and the trEinmuni trn s{
the Holy Spir i t ,  keep your hearts and rninds in t rhr ist  JrsuE, our
AsEended LErd and Hing. Amen.


