
"Before receiving the comfort of forgiveness, sin must be recognized and the fear of
God's wrath must be experienced through the preaching or apprehension of the Law, that
man may be driven to sigh for grace and may be prepared to receive the comfort of the
Gospel. Therefore one should by all means most severely admonish and drive to
repentance with threats and intimidation those who as yet are without any fear of God's
wrath, are secure, hard, and unbroken. That is, no Gospel but only the Law and Moses
should be preached to them. On the other hand, where there are hearts in which the Law
has performed its office, so that they are frightened by the knowledge of their sin, are
timid and fugitive, no Law should be preached and proclaimed any more, but pure Gospel
and comfort. For this is the proper office of Christ, to perform which He came and
commanded the Gospel to be preached to all poor sinners and enjoined on them to
believe it, that He might abolish and remove all charges, frightening, and threatening of
the Law and might give the purest comfort instead." (What Luther Says #2286)


