
The Fifth Sunday in Lent

,,THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD''

Sermon Text:
"Then spalre Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he thatfolloweth me
slwll not walk in darbtess, but shall hove the light of life. " John 8:12 (KJV)

Dear f ,h i ldren o{ Light,

Legs thsn ?O{t years egon there l ived in Germany a man by the narne of
Johann l r lo l fgang von 6oethe. He was, even by today's standardg, one of
the greatest  th inkerg th is wor ld has ever seen-

Eoethe l ived in e so-cal led Chr igt ian gociety,  was raised in the
trhr ist ian rel ig icn,  and made the usual  profession crf  Chr ist ian fa i th
dur ing his ear ly ynuth.  In his late teens he studied law in Leipzign
became interegted in paint ing and l i terature,  and wrote poetry and
dramat ic plays.

He later made in-depth studies of  occul t  phi losophy, astrologyr
alchemy, music,  ar t ,  anatomy, chemistry,  and archi tecture.  He was, hy
al l  acccluntg,  a very enl ightened man! ' for  he possessed great earthly
nisdnm af the ways, the feel ings and exper iences o{ man such as few
men ever had before sr  s ince.

However,  the cost he paid for  such worldly enl ightenment ints the
passiong and emot ions sf  man wa= high. In his quest for  war ld ly
enl ightenment he {orsook the True Liqht of  the wor ld and on his death
bed i t  is  reported he cr ied out:  "Hore l ight !" .

Ycru seer f ls  death neared, Johann hfol fgang von Eoethen one of  th is
wsr ld 's best minds, found himsel f  enshrouded in da,rknessn devoid o{
true intel lectual ,  moral  and spir i tual  l ight .

About 4OOO years ago in a far  eagtern country inhabi ted by mtrst ly
unbel ieverg,  there l ived a rnan who Holy Scr iptures descr ibes eg
perfect  and upr ight ,  as Bne who feared Giod and shunned evi l .  Eod had
blessed him with a large {ami ly,  mater ia l  weal th,  and rnany fr iends.

But under His div ine providence, 6od al lswed Sat,an to take thege
blessingg frorn Job.

Job lo=t most sf  h is servants,  h is cat t le and camels to murder ing
thieves, hi= sheep tcr  f i re f rnm heavenn and al l  h is sons and daughters
wtre k i l led as the,y sat  eat ing and dr inking in their  e ldest brother 'g
house when what is degcr ibed es a great wind col lapsed the house dawn
upsn them.

And as Satan at tacked Jsb'g ent i re body with horr ib ly in{ected sores
and Jab's t lwn wife urged him to "curse Et:d and dir . " ,  yet  d id Job l i f t
up his voice and exclaim: " I  knaw that l ' ly  Redeemer l iveth!  "

Two thtrusand years agor in Jerusalern,  there l ived a just  and devout
rnan by the name s{ Sirneon. Sirnssr i  bel ieved the promise tr f  the Hes=iah
and i t  had been given to him hy the Htr ly Spir i t  that  he should not see
death unt i l  he had seen the Lsrd's Chr ist .
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And led by the Spir i t  into the Temple when the parents braught in the
Christ  Chi ld ts do fsr  h im af ter  the cu=tom o{ the,  lawn Simeon tas}- ;
Jegug in his arrns and praised Gsd and said:  "Lclrd,  nsr l  let test  Thou
Thy servant depart  in peace, tar  mine eyes have seen Thy salvat ion,
which rhsu hsst  prepared befsre the face t : f  ar l  people;  a l iqht  ts
l ighte,n the Eisnt i les,  and the glory of  Thy people Israel . ' ,

Dear Ones, these three instanceg show fsrth the truth of the blords of
Jesug in our seFrt ton text  when He says: " I  arn the Light of  the l*or ld;
he that {c l l lsr ' reth He'shal l  ncrt  walk in darkness, but ghal l  have the
l ight  sf  l i fe.  "

Jobr surrounded by an unbel ie 'v ing peopre,  has the sure hope of  h is
promised Saviar,  a fa i th which lays f i rm hold t r {  the prornise of  the
csming Redeemer f rom sin and eternal  death.  In the rniddle ef  a l l  h iE'
=uffer ing and impending deathl  Job has the l ight  sf  l i {e.

Simeonr t ' r i th the Chr ist-chi ld in his arms and saving fai th in his
heart '  g ladly walk= into the val ley of  the shadow cf  death,  fear ing ns
evi l ,  because he has the l ight  of  l i fe.

But Johann hlol f  gang von Eoether suFFounded by t rhr ist ian camrnuni t ies,
possessing al l  h is wor ld ly enl ightenment,  ig,  in the face gf  death
hopelessly lost  in darkness becauge he ig wi thout the l ight  of  l i fe,
Jesus Christ .

Dear Bnes'  the r* t : r ld wi thout Jesug Christ  ig in complete and ut ter
darkness.

rn spi te of  aLl  i t 's  scient i f ic  knowledge and worldty phi losophy,
despi te o{ al l  the great minds and innovat ive technology, wi thaut
Jesus Christ ,  the wor ld is in intel lectual  darkness.

Fc:r  i t  cannot understand man's t rue or ig in,  h is aim, nEF his end.

I t  cannot know the true nature sf  6od's love for ginners,  nt : r  can i t
begin to grasp the Grace of  God in Chr ist ,  which makes of  a l l  who
bel ieve heirs to a glor ious mansion in heaven prepared tor thern befr : re
the very f t rundat ions t : {  the earth were la id.  For only Jesus gheds
that l ight

k l i thsut Chr ist  Jesus, the wer ld is in moral  darknesg.

Yes, rnan'g csnscience dt :es indeed bear wi tnesg to the Larr l  of  God
r. l r i t ten in rnan's heart-

Hclwever,  because of  the s in of  the -First  Adarn,  which brought the just
and r ighteous csndernnet icrn s{  Eiod upon al l  rnErn,  the s ins which al l  inen
cErnrni t  under nicked sel f -delusisn and the subt le workings tr f  the
Devi l r  that  Fr ince o{ Darkneg=, rnar i 'E cnnscience is fatal ly f lawed in
i t= understanding and r ight  aptr l icet ion t :*  God's Lan in his l i fe.

One need only ta pic l - ;  up a.  nehrspaFerr
examine snesel{  in the l iqht  sf  Ecld 's
t rue.

watch the T.V. r iewsr EF honest ly
Holy Wsrd ts kno*r that  th is is
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Every I  aw o{ God, as wel I  as every I  apr of rnan,
and wherever i t  seFves rnan's setr-Fish svi l  lust
rnater ia l  weal th,  or  gen=ual pleasure.

is v ia lated whenever
fsr  power,  fame,

Todayt the s imple manifegtat ion sf  sel f less Chr ist ian lsve {r : r  sne-s
shrn neighbor and fr iends is apt to br ing harsh r id icule_

And the not ion of  loving and praying for one's enernies? Hhy, that
would be pure fool ighnegg!

The Bible-baqed gense of  just ice,  cornpassion, and rrelr t ry are deplored
and any Christ ian t lho solemnly refuses to compromise any Truth of
Eiod'g l r ferd for  the sake s{ pnl i t ical  ctrrrectness t : r  a fa lge sense sf
peace is held in v i le conternpt.  Righteausness is revi led and the
f i l th of  s in is deemed desirable.

rn such ut ter  darkness, th is wor ld wi l l  certa, in ly per ish.
be otherwise.

I t  cannot

For wi thout Jesus Ehr ist ,  the r+or ld has no real  knowledge, noF even
the sl ightest  percept ion of  that  r ighteousness of  thought,  word,  and
deed which only cclrnes from the presence t : f  the Light oi  t - i+en Jesus
Chri  st  -

Furthermorer the wor ld wi thout Jesus Christ  is  in spir i tual  darkness.

We read in First  Eor inthians Z:14,

"The natural  rnan receiveth not the th ings o{ the spir i t  of  God,
they are fool ishness unto him; nei ther can he know thern,  . for  they
are spir i tual  1y disceFned., ,

The world is,  therefore by naturer spir i tual ly bl ind.  h l i thout Jesus,
the wor ld cannst discern,  cannot hel ieve, the th ings that the human
eye has not seenr nor the th ings that Eiod has prepared for al l  that
Isve Him.

Only Jegus Christ ,  the Savisr  c l f  the whnle r , ror ld,  can shed that l ight
of  d iscernrnent and understanding into the rnind, heart  and soul  of  a l l
s in{ul  .nen, thereby rnaking us chi tdren of  f ight .

This is accompl ished in us by the working of  His Holy Spir i t ,  through
the hear ing of  His Holy &lord and in the Sacrarnents of  Holy Bapt isrn and
the Lord's Supper.

Born ene}r ,  thenr BE chi ldren rr f  L ight ,  by Erace Alone through Fai th
Alone in Chr ist  Jegusr tsfE br ing for th the good frui ts of  t rhr ist ian
fai  th.

Yes, Jesug is t ru ly the Light sf  the wor ld.
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I t  is  out  o{ res, l i=at ion sf  th is fact  the prophet Isaiahn in v iew of
the ccrning Hessiah. '  shsuts tcr  h is people:

"Ar ise,  =hine, for  thy l ight  is  corne, and the glory of  the Lord
is r isen upon thee. For behold,  the darkness shal l  csver the
earthr and gross darkness the people:  but  the Lord shal l  ar ise upnn
thee and His glory shal l  be seen upt:n thee. And the Eient i les shal l
corne to thy l ight ,  and kings t t :  the br ightness sf  thy r is ing.

{  Is.6O: 1-3}

Ag our Lard Jesus is the Light of  the wor ld,  shouldn' t  we cont inual ly
str ive to l ive in that  L iqht?

Since Jesus, Himsel f ,  exhorts ug in John 5:39 ts:  "Search the
Scr iptures,  for  in them ye know ye have eternal  l i fe,  and they are
they which tegt i fy of  I ' ter"  shouldn' t  we dai ly be act ive students of
that lrlgrd?

Just as we cannot l ive our natural  physical  l ive,s r* i thsut the natural
t ight  of  the gun our Almiqhty Creator-Eod gave uE; hor" l  can we possibly
bel ieve we can l ive our spir i tual  l ives wi thout Jesusn the Light of
the r+or ldn revealed te us in Scr ipture?

hfe need Him.

hfe need BtrF Bibles.

Now, thenr is Jegus is t ru ly the l ight  of  the wor ld,  ghouldn' t  l r€r  t+ho
have been cal led sut  of  the horr ib le darkness of  s in and death by the
marveloug t ight  o{  His Gospeln gladly show fsr th the praises sf  Him
{or such great and tender mercieg?

Dear Ones, the t ime is shsrtn the day of  the Lord draws nighl

Ag Jegus a, lone can shed the l ight  which br ings t rue enl ightenment and
heal ing to a wor ld enshrouded in intel lectual ,  rnoral ,  and spir i tual
darknessn let  ysur l ight  so shine forth arnong rnen.,  that  they might s;ee
yt:ur good works and glor i fy Eod.

Rise'  Thou Light of  Gent i le nat ionsr Jesus, br ight  and Horning Star;
Let Thy tr fordn the gladsorne t id ingsr Ring out loudty neaF and far,
Br i .nging freedom to the capt iveg, Feace and cornfort  to the glave,
Thst the heathen, f ree f rsrn bondage, I ' tay proclaim Thy pow'F t t :  s.ave.

(TLH 4?B v.  1)
Amen.

And nsFr.nay the Peace sf  Eod.,  r , lh ich passeth al1 undergtanding, keep
your hearts and mindg in Chr ist  Jesus, walk ing as chi ldren o{ the
Li ght.  Arnen -


