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Sermon Text: Acts 4:23-31

"And being let  gon they went to the, i r  oHn cemFany, and reported sl l
that  the Ehie+ Fr iEsts and elders had said unts thrm- And s{hen they
heard thet,  they l i f ted up their  voicF to Grid $i th e e acrDrC, and
said,  Lsrd,  thou art  6crd,  Hhich hast made hea.ren, and e*r th,  and the
Eetr  and al l  that  in them is:  k lho by the mouth t r+ thy servani  Favid
hast saidr t r lhy di .d the heathen rage, anC the p€oplE ioagine vain
things? The kings of  the earth stccd up, and the rulers r . rere E'athersd
tcgetheF against  the Lord,  and against  1- ! i  s t rhr ist .  Fsr e{ a t ruth
agai n5t thy hol y chi I d , JEsrjE, r.rho.n th{]u hast en(fi nted , beth l-{srt}d ,
and Pont iu= Fi laten with the Sent i ies,  gnd the peEple o{ I=rael  ,  } reFe
gathered together, for to dr: .^rhatsoever ti:y hand and thy counsel
deterrnined beftrre to be dsne. And naw, LorC, beht: lC their
threatenings: and grant unto thy e*rvants,  that  u i i th el l  baldness they
may speak thy wErd, by Etrel tching ior th th ine hanC to heal i  an$ that
sign5 and r . ror :ders inay he done by the narne of  thy hsty rhi ld Je'suE. AnC
hrhen they had prayedo the plaEe lias shakpn wh€:rs the:. were gsge,mbl ed
tcgsthpr;  and they weFe al l  + i l l rd wi th the Hoiy Gho=t,  and they spah'e
the *{,rrd r:f Eod xi th bsl dnes= - "

Fel l ( ]w REdermed in t rhr ist ,

Nrver beforp in the histo:-y of  the Hor id has Satan unleashed inte
batt le his Ant i -chr i=t ian force= r f  inater ia l is in!  athesism, Rom*nismr
and htrnanism to the degree he has ca! led then +crth in these t i r*Es.
trhr igt ian Fai th,  Chr iEt ian valuesr Chr iEt ian 1i fe,  and the Chr iEt i rn
home are al l  uFdrr  unprecedented at tackg +rcm every s ide.

Ther-e is an al  l - -Eut enerny act ian taking piace! l , le :annst e{ford to
Ei t  beck in piou= amerrf i rent  and =impiy *xr la im: "Oht my!"-  Against
evsFy enemy -act i r :nn the t rhr is*. isn .nuEt cgunter-act .  Not on his own or
in hi€ ptsrn hray,  but in the wsy Eur Lord Ead directs.

In sur te: : t ,  the Holy Spir i t  i  ns ' { - rur f -s us r* i th an i l lustrat ion s{  the
praper " t rhr ist ian React i { ]n" ta Ant i -chr ist ian gct iEn.. .

Here in sur tExt  we Eee:
1st :  An incrEase in f  e l lo. , {shi  p i  ng wi th thsse s{ l ikF-mind-
?nd: HorF thought given t{ ]  the pt ]w€rs o{ Gsd.
3rd:  l " lare real izat isn E'*  the Eible 's Truth{ulr ieEs, and
4th: I{ore prayer +(]r b'oldness.

In the preceeding verses E+ Acts 4r | {e are to ld that  John and Feter
hsd beEn arregted +{]r  teaching the people that  Jegus r*as the l t rng
awaited l le=giah. The pr iests and the traFtain E{ the ternFle guard hsd
held thEm in ja i l  over-night to await  t i - is l  bef t r re the Jexish High
Eourt ,  the Sanhedren.
Upt:n del iberat ing Jshn and Peter '= act iens,  the Sanhedren tramE to the
conr lusion that i t  t*auld be in their  ordn best interests tE relrase
Feter a.nd John l . | i th s i r i r t  arders not to teach in the name o{ Jesus,
noF irreFe they to ta1 k about hi m amongst therfisel./e5.. But Feter and Jtrhn
al . ,swEred them, "hlhether i t  bp r ight  in the s ight Ef Eed te harken Llnto
you rn€lre than unte Esd, juCae ye. For }{e trannEt but speak o+ the
things grP have seen and hsErd. "



* w -n

Hhen they r'|er€ released by their ElnE|rni es tdith threats o+ persetrstit]n
r inglng i .n their  ears,  " they hrent to their  o! ' tn cr fmpsny".  Here they
{sund com{ort  and supp{]r t  as they tsLd e{ their  exper iences and the
threa.ts of  the chie{ pr iests and rulers.  Oh, how upl i+t ing the
+el l { rHshiFinq { ] f  these ChriEt ians carf i ing together rnust have b€en: In
these days Ef suFs, as the {orces tr+ Satan betrorne nr:re and norr
threatening, and as the c loud5 o* evi ! .  grow thick,  we clught to {ol lew
the example of  Feter and John. We sh.]uld,  Hhenrver possible,  tsk€ ful l
advantage E+ the eppBrtunitie€ l.tr have to !.or5hi.p and cEmmune with
thtrse Hi th ]" |hom bre are in t rue fe l lowship.  For hrre,  hre too,  can be
Eon+orted, refreshed and spr i tual ly strengthened for t3ur on-going
batt le against  the Devi l ,  the l . lor ld,  and trur s in{ul  f lesh.

A= a piece o{ coal separated +rEm other burning eoals, gF(f,ws t{eak Jnd
diesr so might the indiv iduals ressLve to { ight  onr v{Eaken and die,
r ' |hen there is not the { i re,  the warmth E+ tru€ trhr ist ien +eI lo{ ,eship.
The +iercer the at tarks o{ Ant i -Chr ist ian forces that surrsund us,  the
rnore fe lLswship "Ni th our own rornpany" is needed; in serviceg, at  the
Lord's Table,  and in Bible c laEses. Herr  r {e receive str€ngth f rom the
Holy Spir i t  and each sthsr.

hlhen the Christians of ouF text heard e{ the powerful enernies arFayed
againrt  them and the threats of  the rulcrrs and pr iests,  they did not
Er inge in *ear sf  whst might haFpen to them. No! Their  thoughts
innediateLy ! . rent  tc the inf in i te ly super ioF PE}|ETF of  their  Eod. They
remernbered that al l  the {ury o{ the unbel ievinq people,  k ings,  ru lers
=uch aE Fharaoh n Herodn Fi late,  the unbel ieving Eent i . les and Jews was
+ut i le.  In vain these fought against  th€ Lord Jesus snd His Churtrh,
His bt l iEv6rs.  Ep+oFe the smnipotent 6od, they r*ere wi thout strength:

T6day, viewed thr[]ugh hunanr eyes and under=tendi.ng, thers are miBhty
+oFtreE o+ evi l  €uFraundinq and at taEking us f rom every FidE, ar id i t
seefns that He shal l  be overcsrne. But in the heat e* batt le,  let  us
never forget that our Heavenly Father has ALREADY given uE the virtory
over satan, the t r lor ld,  rnd our f lesh. This he did when Hr of{ered up
His 9on sn the trrtrss in pay.nent {trr the Eins o+ thr r*hole Horld. Ntr*l,
in His Son, the Eod-man trhr ist  Jesus, l re KNOW we have thE +Ergiveness
E+ al l  t ruF sir i r  snd l i+e,-ever lsst ing:  Fcr by His death,  He has
delivered us +rom €in and death. l,{e know the {ina1 Eutco.ne of the lrlar I
VictBry iB ours in t rhr ist  Jesus! 5o, dear chi ldren of  Eod, l rhen thE
Devi l  tempts yau tcr  s in,  t r l l  h im you beLong t t r  J€sr.rs !  And erhen he
tr ies to rerni .  nd you o{ your past s ins,  remind HIH o+ HIEi  future!  A
future E+ rvrFlast ing toFrnent in the Lake of  FirE prepared for him and
al l  h is evi l  angels!

Let. us never take ouF EyEls, not even +or one moment, o{+ Jesug, ttlrr
Lord and Ssvior.  Do not becorne fearful  of  the evi l ,  i *  Ne dat r , re wi l l
begin to s ink,  as 5t .  Feter did when he walkEd uF€rn the Hat€r ts gtr  tcr
Jesus t i l l  he l t roked at  the stoFnl  aFound him and bec6'me {earful  .  But
i+ t ,ge should +ind t ]ursel  vrs s inking in +ear and dispair ,  t rFy out as
did Feter:  LEFd, save me:",  JesLis,  in his great Love foF you l r i l l
stretch Btrt his hand and catch ytru, even as He caught Peter and pulled
him +rEm the raging ses.



Let :rs be eveF mind+ul 6+ the saving por{er r:{ the blocd i:+ Jesur
Christ .  I t  is  the pclhrer Etf  Eod unto sa. lvat ian to everyone that
bel ieves. The morr sur mind dwel ls sn th is Fet.rcrr ,  the ErE 

-Euragousand bold ui l l  we be hrhen facing the enemies e+ t :ur  soul :
Dear ones, I+ Eod be fsr  us,  who can gtand against  usl?!

In the host i l i ty  and Fsttr i tment of  the rulErs and the chief  pr iEEts
sgainst  Chr i r t  and His fa l lower-sn the t rhr i=t ians Bf aur text  ssw a
str ik ing canf i r f tat i t ]n i ] {  the tFrr thfulnes6 o+ Scr iFture.  They sahr thr
+utf i l lment . ] . f  these wtrrds t ]+ prt3phecy found in Psalms ?:1-4. . .

"  t r lhy do thE hrathen rage a d the people imagine a vain th ing? The
kings of  the earth set  thernsel . res,  and the rulers take counsel
together,  angainst  the LErd, and again=t Hi :  ancintedr raying, let
us break their  bands assunderr  and East away their  cordE frern Lss"
HE tl':at si tteth i n the heavens Eha:. I I augh: the LDrd shal !. have
them i n der i si afn. "

The threats and Fersecut i r :n,  there{are did not send thern scurry ing t :++
in fear and trepidat ion!  but instesd serveC tE strengthen their  {a i th
in Gttrd's lrlErd and PFofirisps, making them even nore deterrnined to carry
out His cgunsel  -  This rnust alsci  be our react isn to the fur i t rus
sweeping act ion rr f  the f fnt i - t rhr ist ian {sr :eg ui} l  ea=hed by Satan
against  Chr igt  anC His prtr t r le in our day.
lde must not close ctur ryes to r*hat the Bi.ble has foretold B+ the=e
iat ter  days of  the earth.  :+ ts|e da, our fa i th wi l l  suretry be shaken
and e l i i l l  become perplexed and bewi lderrd.  g+ these days Jesu= Eaid
in Jtrhn 15: 1?-?1. .  .

" - - -  i+ ye r . ieFe s{ the r lor ld,  thE world atr :u i  d I  s.re his aH ;  br i t
because yE] are not r:+ the woFld, but I have chosen you Eut D+ the
r"r(3rld, therE+sre the !'rErld hateth you. Rernenbsr the werd tr said
untE ytru,  "The seFvsnt is ntr t  grEtatElr  than his ia l rd.  I+ thEy have
persecutEd rnE, they },ri 1 I al so persecutE ysui i + they ha.ve kept *ry
Eayingr they wi l l  keep yours algo. But al l  these things wi l l  they
ds unts ytru f {fr my ria{tle 's sake, betrst-lse they knsr,{ nE+- hi m that
€ent ne. "

And again in JEhn 16:?.--
"  They shal l  put  you out of  the synagctgues: yea, the t ime rometh,
that whosoever k i I leth neu wiLl  th in l . :  that  he doeth Ead service.  "

Ai td 5t .  Fsul  te l ls  us in I I  Ti*r .  3:12-13---
"Al l  that  l ive godly in t rhr iEt  Jesus sh*l l  su{{er persecut ion.
But evil rnen and seducers shall ucax hrcrFse and worse, deceit-ing
and being decei  ved. "

I+ , re but renember these wards of  Scr ipture,  t r ia ls and perse.ut i f 'ng
wi l l  enl .y serve tar strengthen and c6n.f  i r rn us in our fa i th,  Here r*s
paint  to the encsuraging wc:rds of  I  Peter 4:12-14-- .

"Belovedr th ink i t  not  strange csncEFning the { iery t r ia l  which
is to t ry ysu, as though seme strangr th ing happened to yau: but
rejoice,  inasrnuch as yE aFGr paFtak€rs o+ Christ 'E su++erings;
thst ,  ! {hrn His glory shal l  be reveale 'd,  ye may be glad alss h| i th
extFeding joy.  I+ yr  be reprt lached fsr  thE nane o+ trhr ist ,  haFpy
are yE];  +or the spir i t  t r f  g lory and e{ GEd resteth upsn yeu: En
their  part  he ig evi l  spsken ofn but sn yEuF trsr t  he is
gi t r r i f ied.  "



The Christ ians o{ our text ,  aE snE!,  f . i { ted up their  voice to Gsd snd
prayed as thE servants of EI]d should pray. They prayed not mereLy +trr
del iversnce +r{ ]m their  +t ]e,  but  f . : r  boldness to Epeak His ldord,  that
others f l r ight  r t :me to the knowledge tr+ Salvat ion by 6race alonr,
through Fai th alener to the glor i f icat i . ln of  the naf iE of  t rhr ist  ;ssus.
5s ought t ,*e todayt in the midEt o+ psrsecut ion and pqin,  l i { t  up our
voiEes in prayer.  As hte see the Ant i -Chr ist ian forces threatening our
fani l ieg and our souls,  warning us ncl t  to speak 6od's l r lord,  lEt  us
pFay ev€rr more fervently {or beldness ttr sFeak His hlord in all 6f its
Truth and Pur i ty,  for  lsvr  B+ those who would Eorrp to Hin +or the
{orgiveness sf  their  s ins and eternal  1 i {e i

"And when they had prayedt tht place r,{as shak€rn where they were
assembled together;  and they h, t re al l  + i1 led Hith the Hcr ly Ehost
and they spake the tlord o+ GEd h,ith boldness. "

As i t  was with tho5e Chrigt isns . l f  { :ur  text ,  5o be i . t  wi th us,  L( ] rd
J€sus !

Amen.


