
TNE FOORTH SONDAY AFTER TR.INITY
,WITH THE SAME MEASUKE'

{
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Ser{ntrn Text:  Luke ,6: 3&-42

"Ee ye therefore merci ful ,  as ycur Father also ig merci ful .
Judge not '  and ye shal l  not be judged: condemn not,  and ye shal l
not be condemnedl forgive and ye shal l  be forgiven; give, and i t
shal l  be given unto you; good measuFe, Fressed down, and'shaken
together,  and running over,  shal l  men give into'your hosom. For
r.r l i th the same measure.that ye mete withal  i t  shal l  be measured
tci  you again. And He spake a parable unto them, tran the bl ind
Lead the bl ind? Shal l  they not bbth faLl  into the di tch? The
disciple is not above his master.  And why beholdest thou the
mote that is, in thy hrother eyen but perceivest  nst  the bean
that isr  in thine own .eye? Either how canst thou say unto thy
brother,  Brother,  let  me pul l  ou? the mote that is in th ine eyer
when thou thyself  beholdest not the beam thet is in thine own
eye? -Thou hypocri te,  ca=t out f i rst  the bean out of thine own
Ey€r and then, sh:att  thou see.clear ly to pul l  aut the mote that
is in thy brother 's eye. "

Fel low redeenied in Ehr ist ,

How many times have we heard somE! acquaintance or even a falnily member
chide us, for taking a f i rm stand on e;ome quest ion of moral i ty]

Yes, the. second verse of our sermon text in which Jesus Eays; "Judge
notr  and.ye shal l  not 'be judged" has qui te sf t tsn been used by the
$for ld as :r  t ral l  {or Bible bel ieving trhr ist ians to tolerate, yEar E}ven
condone the overt  wickedness of a sinful  people.

lrfe are derided nith angry looks and aceusatioirs that r+Er are being
intolerantr.  insensit ive and unloving when we speek out against the
sins of  hornosexual i ty,  abort ion,  adul t i ryr 'becoming spir i tuat ly
entangled with those who deny any Truth of Eod's Holy t{ordr clF when we
stand f i rmly against anything which Eod has forbidden by the clear
teaching of  5cr iptule.  

:

Eut is this whet Jesus was talk ing about when he said "Judge not and
ye shal l  not  be judged."? No!,  the Lord's nords here do not mean that
any and al l  ' judging is,  yfrong, insensi t ive or unloving.

In fact,  becausEl we l ive under a democrat ic form bf governmentr $f€l
ought to.makF'use of r ight judgments trc lntrerning the character,  past
record and abi l i t ies of  those who r*ould govern our schools,  c i t ies,
countyl gtate and nation, and apply those judgments when rtre 96 ts cast
:ru1 votes, so that our governrnent might be gtaffed and well served by
Eod-fearinE men

Furthermor€!, Jesus is not here commanding us ts tolerate" or csndone
sinful  behavior.  Indeedn the Bible contains {oany passages lrhich
command us not to tolerate sinful  behaviors and in Eod's Ewn srder sf
creat ion and in the establ ishment of the family and the trhurch, He hag
given those whom He has placed in authori ty over us the r ight and the
most ser ious duty of rnaking r ight judgrnents.
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That u=ing Eod's ldord as the only source and norgn of  t rhr ist ian l i fe,
they might prayer{ul ly watch bver usl  guard and teach us and correct
any and al l  r l rong,at t i tudes and sinful  behavior that  wsuld endanger
ourl  physical  ,  emotianal EFr even rnorEr important ly,  our spir i tual
wel  fare.

This duty belongs not only ta those who care.f t rr  ug as trur parents,
teachersr an{ pastors;  but  we, too,  as.  indiv idual  brsthers and =isters
in the fa i thn ought to help one ansther in our dai ly walk through this
l i fe,  reproving, correct ing,  and instruct ing one ansther in l t rve for

I r le read in I I  Timothy 3:16-chapter 4:?
.  1 "  Al l  Scr ipture is given by inspirat ion of  6od, and is prof i table

for doctr ine,  for  reproof,  for  correct ion,  for  instruct ion in
r ighteousness: that the man of Eod may be perfect ly {urnished
unto. al l  goad works, f  charge thee be{ore Eiod, and the Lord
Jesus Christ '  who shal l  judge the quick and the dead at  h is
appearing and his kingdorn; Freach the l{ord; he ingtant in
s;easorln out o{ seeison; reprove, rebuke, exhrrr t  with at.L
longsuffer ing and doctr ine.

No, The hfords uged by Jesus in our text ref,ers to those judgments
which are indeed made with mal ice t r {  heartr  EF are unchar i tablen
unauthor ized, and completely unforgiv ing and so condemning ih t t re i r

,  nature.
\_-,

Such unloving and unforgiving judgments may trErnet {rorn an unbel ieving
Fersctn because of {ear and trembl ing t : f  hig conscience {ar the
r ighteous condelmnat ion in which he standg,be{ore Eed on account of  h is
own sinsl  and so that he might direct  at tent ion f ram his own sins t t :'  
the personal  l i fe and gins of  h is neighbor.  . .

Such a clne daes not yet knowr clF he hag already rejected, the mercy o*
'  Eod sffered t tr  the whole world through trhr ist  Je=us. He is yet

spir i tual ly bl ind and threatens to drag others bl inded by s in along
with him, as he fal ls into the di tch s{  impenitance and unbel ief .

Such unchari table, unscr iptural  judgrnents rney also cor lrEr from one who,,
'  just es the Pharisee with his eyes to heaven thanking Eod that he is

not as bad a s inner as his neighbor,  has neglected to s incerely and
honeEt ly examine his own at t i tudes and ,wicked behavior in the l ight  of
Scr ipture.

This is, .unfortunately a common t :ccurrrntre af l lang bel ie:veFs- Totr o{ten
we refuse to see our Bwn shortcomings and fai l ings. l . r fe become ful l  o{
=el f - i ighteous indignat isn at  seeing the sins sf  the wor ld around us;
in our minds we thank Eod we're "not l ike them".

Sadly,  at  t i rnes l {e may also corRe of{  sounding condemning in our vocal
evaluat ien and judgment o+ not only the sins t : f  our neighbor,  but alss

\-- /  'are neither commanded nor forbidden by God. Furpogeful ly or not,  the
regul ts s{  such unloving, unchar i table,  and unscr iptural  judgingn may
be the dr iv ing away tr f  thet  indiv idual  we have ss harshly and hast i ly
judgedy frsm the partaking o{ spir i tual  nsurishment,  nece=;sary to the
salvat ion t r {  their  soul .

h
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Let us guard against such unchari table judging and condemning!

trur Lord asks us a vErry importent quest ion in sur text in srder to
admonish and instruct us. He asks:

I '  Can the bl ind lead the bl ind? 5iha11 they both not *a1l  ints
the di tch? The disciple is not.  ibove his naster;  but  e lveryonEl
that is perfect shal l  be as his master.  And nhy beholdest thou
the mote that is in brothers eye yet pereeivegt not the beam in
ttr ine own eye? Either,  hor+ cansl thou say to thy brother,
Brother,  let  me pul l  out  the mote that is in th ine eyer when

' thou thyself  beholdest not the beam that is in t ! . r inei  c lwn eyE?"

I+ t rne is bl inded by s in in 'h is ohrn l i fe,  how shal l  he be able,  much
legs qual i f ied,  to correct  and guide another out f rom his s inful  l i fe?
I{  you r+ish., to ehow a Ferson t .he r ight path to walk,  you yoursel$ must
f i rst  know the path aqd walk in i t .

I+ one wishes to correct  the s ins and weaknes=es o$ his neighbor r+i th-
out br inging shame upon himsetf  ar  the Church, let  them f i rst  put
theiF own house in order.  Ftrr  the person that is ALhIAYS rpady to
point  out  the fo l ly of  h is brsther,  no matter how smaff  a matter i t
is ,  would he as the person who is qui te conf ident sf  h is abi t i ty  to
remove the speck of  dust in his brother 's eye, whi le in his own eye
there is embedded a massive beam, which actual ly preventg him frsm

g seeing ctear l l /  to do ei ther himsel f  or  h is brother any goodx

Jegus cal ls such a pefson a hypocr i te.  That indiv idual  needs f i rst  to
.modi{y his own behavior and to remove his o.f{ense on the basis o{
God's l r ford bef ore attempting to help his neighbor rernove the sirr  t rr
of fense {rom his personal  l i fe.

Each and everyone of usi  Eln actrount of-ctur s in,  deserves nothing but
the wrath of  Almighty Eod.and eternal  punishment in the f i res of  Hel l .
For i+ we say we have no sinr r lp deceive ourselveg and the Truth is
not in us.

No one is above hi= brother in deserving of  Gsd's fu l l  anger and
'punishment,  noF is anyone less needful  sf  the gracious rnercy of  God in

trhr ist .  For that al l  have sinned and fal len sht:r t  sf  the gtory o{
Esd-

Bur Lord tel lF us: "Cast t lut  f i rst  the beam eut of thine Bwn eye, and
then shal t  thou see clear ly to pul l  out  the mste that is in thy
brother 's eyel .

Have you brought attent ion tcr your neigh.bor 's =in out of  t rue lsve f  or
hirn and concrFn for his =oul  ,  going { i rst  to hirn in pr ivate,  as
Scr iFture commandsn seeking t6 win him back to the r ight  path for
t rhr ist 's  sake? Or did you make his s in oF what yau viewed as s

r .z fool ish decision knor*n to others as a way to put him dswn or get evenv with him, because you bel ieve he has sl ighted you in some way?
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l* lan Eees the outward thi f tgsr but the Lord knsl*s your hearts.  I+ you
have acted in such a,manner,  repent nf  th is 's in,  and cl inging ta the
cross of  t rhr ist  b-y fa i th aF a chi ld o{ Eod thenn walk r+i th the Holy
Spir i t .  Endeavsr wi th His Holy guidantre nst  tn mske thege unforgiv ing
and unloving types of  judgments,  which are in and gf  them=elves
sinfulr  hut  rather a{ter the loving example.sf  your Savior,  pract ice
{orgiveness !

Now i f  we desire #orgiventss for  the mult i tude of  s ins fsr  which we
ourselvis rrould stand ccrndemned before'Esd without the bletrd of t rhr ist
to cleanser us; we must forgive sur neighborr HE hlr lL fargive Eur
netghbor.

In l"fsrk 1 1 : ?5, ?& rds hear Jesus ' t ' l lcrrds tt: uE:

"  . . .hfhen you stand praying, forgive,  i+ you have ought against
eny: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you
yr lur  t respasses. Eut i f  ye do not forgive,  nei ther wi l l  ysur
Father which is in heaven forgive ytruF trespasses.. '

The persan who does not forgive his neighborr  f iE matter i+.  i t  be for
grclss sin crr  a simple sl ightn but yet hangs onto the bi t ter resentment
and the desire for  revenge against  sne's neighbor,  is  not t ru ly o+ a
brcrken and contr i te heart  for his r fwn sins.

l r le must giver i f  we hope ts receive.  For as c luF text  te l ls ' l rs,  i t  is
with the game standard Er measure by r*hich we judge and {orgive our
ne, ighborr.  that we shal l  be judged and {argiven by Eiod. Furtherinore,
as t*e,  wi l l ingtry give t ruF t ime, ta lents,  and tempsrsl  b lessings out of
l t rve {or t rhr ist  ' for  our neighbor 's physical  ,  erntr t icnal  and spir i tual
wel fare;  Giod wi l l . ,  in turn,  b less us wi th temparal  and spir i tual
blessings again most r ichly and abundant ly.

Jesus ssi  d:  t '  Gi  ve,  and i  t  shal  I  be
pressed down, and shaken together n
unttr ycrur btr=srn. Fnr with the Eafne
Ehel I  be rnea=ured t tr  you agsi n.  r t

gi ven unts ytru; gsod fnea,sure,
and runni ng rrver I  Ehal I  {nen gi  ve

ff isasurE that yE fnBte withal i  t

Sot Dear Onesr ask fcr forgiveness {rom thsge ytru have sinned against
and forgive therse whcr have sinned against you. Unself  ishl1/ qive of
yourselves in true Christ ian service to one another in the Lord.
Forgive trne ancrther with meekness, forebear one another in pat iElntrer
and uphold onp another with the arms of Love; knewing that yuu are al l
one body in Chr i=t .

Thent indeed' the Lord wi l l  gracirusly bless you, and this t rBngregat i t rn
t* i th the True Peace of  heart ,  mind, and.spir i t  which Eurpasses al l
human understanding

And nor* may that Peace of Esd which surpasses al l  human understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in Chrigt  Je=us. Amen.
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