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Ssrrnen Teut:  P=sl i r r= ?1: ?*15
"getrause -r-hsu Fr*,st  rnsde ths L ' : rd,  i . rh ' r .ch is r*y refug=t EvEn the

int :=t  Hi  gh ,  thy hsbi  tat i  sn;  - i -here ghal  1 ne evi  1 bef s l  1 thee,
nei ther shsl l  arr ' i .  p lague r t : rns nigh thy dwel l ing.  Fsr He shai i
g ive his arrgel= =h*,rge i fver thee, t t :  keep thee in aI I  thy wa..rs.
The' ; r  ghal l  bear thee up in their  hendgo lest  th i :u dash thy *aot

a st t rne.  Thst- i  shal t  t read uFEn the l icn and adder;  thedl jdr  I  rb L

y$ung l i r :n and the dragcn shalt  - t -hsr-r  t r-emple undsr- feet.
Eerause he hath set  h i= lcrve LrFsn. ine'  therefore t* i l l  I  del iver
him: I  wi i l  set  h i rn sn high, becau=e he hath kni :wn my neine.
He shal l  cal l  upon f tFr and I  wi i l  answer hi in:  i  wi i i  bs wi th him
in t rsuble;  I  r : i11 del ive:-  h i . r* ,  and hsncur him. t r r i th l rng l i fe
t^r i  I  I  I  sat i  s* y hi  rn,  and =hel* hi  an my ssl  vat i  on. "

Dear Chi ldren sf  Eod,

Last S*nday rrre rnsde a br ie, f  study t :*  that  Flsst  Evi i  Spir i t  and deadly
Ft:e of  Eur fa i th,  the devi l -  hfe did BEr ss that  r*e rni .ght  have sor i ie
rnuch needed in{orrnst ion abc:ut the true nature tr{  { fur eneiny, about the
.rar* ious r{ays in r ih ich he st ta,cks us in his v i le at te inpts t t :  destr t :y
{ fur  fa i th;  and al=t :  hsw we are able,  snly by t -he Ei-ace e{ Ecd through
fai th created in our hear- ts bv the Hc: ly Spir i t  through the hear ing u{
the Gospel  at  Jesug Christ ,  ta regist  a.n, j  EveFco{ne the rnsst  subt i l  and
terr ih le at tacks the devi l  s l i :u ld lay aqain=t Lis.

Eerau=e we are chi ldren nf  Eod, through fai th in Chr ist  Jesutsn Our
insst  grar ious F*ther in heaven ha= proinised ts defend and sustain cur
f  s i th through His t r lord in the f  ight  against  these evi l  at tackg. in
aur Eerrnnn text fnr t t :day, i fur Heavenly Father alsa prr:mises t t :  send
forth Hig hsly ange,Is tc:  guar*C and defend us as yte w*lk through this
vei l  o{  tears-

i r :  r=cent years f -here has been a marked increase in the appet i . te nf

'Tsny 
peaple in suF snciety for  hei :k=r rnagar ine art ic les,  te lqvis i i ]n

prograrns,  and movies that deal  wi th the subject  rnatter-  s{  angels.  *nd
Ameri  cs 's authnrs,  te l  evi  s i  en and rnovi  e prnducer= hsve resprnded t ' l i .  th
the l+!sr ld 's best to =at isf  y that  appet i te.  Untsrtunately,  r^rhi le
porter id ing tn be accr-rrate,  rnost t : {  the mater ia l  sut  there is nothing
rncre than yet ani : ther c lever ly vei led wnrk st  the devi l  h i rnsel*-  f r l l
i : f  i t  a i rned at  eroding the {ai th- i i {e s{  the ChiLd at  Eod,.

And sc:  taday tnany peaple,  including sir rne Chr ist ians, ,  whether threugh
their  wi l l ing acceptance t : f  the hler- ld 'g v ietrpoint  sn the subjei t  Er
=imply through ignorance, r-eal1y knsw very l i t t le abr:ut  the t rue
n*.tur-= sf  this wsnderfuf blessing Gt:d the Father prarni=es tc:  thi :=* rsh{ l
put  their  fe i th in the St:n sf  Ecd, t rhr ist  Jegus, {c i r  the * t i rg ivenes=
i : f  their-  s ins-

5s'  t t :day I  r ' lsuld l ike tc i  d i rer t  ycr-rr
ble=sing y$ur Fathr i r  in heavsn freely
beceu.se . :{  a*y rneri t  ar wsrthine== in
lsv- f  sr  L is in f ,hr i=t-

at tent ion ta th is very =pecial
gives tr l  ynu and trr  rne, {ni : t
us) bu+* =t:1e1!.  bscalrse c: f  His
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trlord , then , I et us exami ne:
the good angelsn
their  purpose and act iv i t ies,  and
resptrnse ts th is blessing-

As r+e stated lagt  Sundayn al l  angels aFe created spir i ts.  That is,
they are part  of  Eod's creat isn as immater ia l  beings. They ds not
have f lesh and blood, as you and I ,  nei ther do they have somel sort  of
glor i f ied body as sorne might bel ieye, for  as we are to ld in Luke
?4:3?: "A spir i t  hath not f lesh and bor le=, as ye see rne have."  Jesus
here is c lear ly stat ing that being a spir i t  is  the direct  opposi te sf
being any and al l  forrns of  f lesh, r ' lhether in the state such as yre
humans now pc]ssess Er that  of  the glor i f ied bady which the bel iever
shal l  possess at the Last Day.

That Scr ipture does tel l  us of  instanceg in which angels appeered with
human bodies,  indeed consuming food and dr ink,  does not contradict
these words erf  Jesus. For these human bsdies in which the angels
appeared, trere but assuned bodies, by t*hich the angels were made
vis ib le ta manr and the eat ing and dr inking done, not *or nour ishment,
but rather to convintre rnen of their  real  presentre among thern.

The good angels werer 'as al  1 t r {  Eiod's creat ion,  or ig inal  ly  created
posi t ively good. The angels which did not fa l l  into s in along with
the devi l  and his angels,  but  rather remained good, have, by the
graci t rus act isn of  6od, been conf i rmed in the good to r*hich they had
been created. This rneans that the good angels cen no longer do evi l
and fal l  away {rom Eod, but rather noh, can only do good in their
service to Eod.

As created spir i t  beingsr the good angels are empowered by Eod wit l r
certain at t r ibutes.  These include the possession of  an intel lect .
For as we are to ld in Ephesians 3:1O: the good angels kn.ow ". . .  by the
Ehurch the manifold wisdom of 6od". '

Scr ipture alss tel ls us that the good angels possess great power. The
Bible speaks of  them in Psalms 1O5:?O as "Hig angels,  that  excel  in
strength" and in Second Thessaloniens 1:7 as "His mighty angels".

The purpose of  the good angels is,  of  course, to praise and gerve Eod
aF His ministers in the wor ld and in the Church. The angels were
created {or th is purposE, not as though Bcrd needed their .service,  but
becauge i t  pleased Eod to have i t  so.

The Bible relates the presence sf  angels at  at l  the major evendg in
the Hingdsm t: f  Eod. They were present at the giving of the Law at
l* lount Sinai ,  and they proclaimed the concept ion,  b i r th and
resurrect ion of the Snn of God. They wi l l  a lso be present when eur
Lord and Savior returns to judge the Earth on that Last Ereat Day.

Because hre are Chi ldren sf Eod by tai th
angels to ug bel ievers tc:  a id us in BrrF
h,e er€r ts ld that  the angels are " . . .  a l l
for th ts minigter fsr  them wht l  shal l  be

in Chr ist ,  Eod alss gends His
dai ly l i fe.  In Hebrerrs 1:14i

minister ing spir i ts,  gent
heirs e{ salvat i i tn.  "
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That the angels have a deep ahiding interest  in everything nrhich
happens in t rhr ist 's  Church ig thus evident.  Hor*ever,  not  only do they
admire and adore the mystery t : f  our Redempticrn in Chri=t"  but they
also rejs ice at  the repentsnce of  each and every indiv idual  s inner.
hle read in Luke 15:1O: "TheFE is joy in the presence of  the angels c i f
God 

'over 
one sinner that . re[renteth. "

hfhether sr nt : t  each of us has our or+n part icular guardian angel ,
Scr ipture dt:es not say- As we reed in our serrncrn textn howevern
Eiod.. .  "shal l  g ive his angels charge.. .  "  oveF ysu. Thus, we can be
asgured that not only do we have one anqel sent by Eod tc protect usr
but we do indeed have the services of a host of  angels sent by Ead to
help keep us in al l  ouF ways.

9o that th is might be accompl ished,6od has given the angelg the power
to interact  wi th the physical  wsr ld in which we l ive.  And scr i t  ig
that we f ind in Eienesis 19:14 r" lhere angels sent by Giod take Lot and
his fami ly by the hand to lead them out sf  the c i ty of  Sodom before
the Lord brought down the terr ib le destruct ion i t '= inhabi tants had
wrought by their  d isobediencet.

How many t i rnes have we been clsse to ser ious accident and bodi ly
in jury or death and yetr  for  nhat appears ' to us to be no special
reasonr wE e=capt unscathed? I t  is  because of  the FatheF's brrundlesg
love for you in t rhr ist  that  you escaFe. Ei ive Him ALL the praise fcrr
your cont inued health and safety.  For your Father-G Heaven has
promised to gend his angels to bear you up lest you dash your foot
against  a stone.

Does this mean we tran lead our l ive= in r isky behavior,  taking nt :
thought for our safety--  even to the point o{ conduct ing ourselveg in
such a rnannerr as to del iberately placr Bur bodies in unnecessary
danger?

O+ trourse not,  {or then are w€! tempting Eiod. In daing str  we commit
s in,  and show surgelves fa l len f rom the fai th.

Does this rneein as e Chr ist ian you should not expect to ha,ve i l lness,
losg of  mater ia l  r*eal th,  loss of  loved ones, in jury to sne's Eh,n body
and eventual ly death a{ one's own physical  body? Ncr!  For al l  thege
are the resul t  of  s in in the wor ld and in our own sinful  f lesh. Fer
even though sinful  man is become a new creature in Christ ,  we yet ha. le
the old s inful  nature,  the Old Adam, which st i l l  c l ings tp u=. l r fe
inust  drown him in dai ly contr i t ion and true repentance sf  t :ur  s ing.

Indeed, our heavenly Father,  because of  His lsve for us in t rhr ist ,
deals wi th us' in a msst pat ient  and loving way. For whi le He wi l t
somet imes al low us to be {aced with t r ia}s and seemingly overwhelming
tr ibulat isns,  th is ig not al lorsed as.  punishrnent,  but  rather as a
loving father chast iges his chi ldren ts br ing us back when we have
=trayed frorn the r ight path te which we have been born again in
trhr ist .
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Yesn you rnay be msst assured that aE a Chi ld o{ Eod, your graciou=
Heavenly Father wi l l  not  a l Iow logs,  i l lness oF in jury to come upon
you lest  i t  t * i l l  u l t imately seFve to strengthen your fa i th and give
test imony, f i rst  to the t rhurch and then to the unbel ieving wor ld,  n{
His Truth and Righteeus power and that you aFe indeed His chi ld.

Ft : r  as gold is pur i { ied and gteel  strengthen in f i ren so too our fa i th
is tested; strengthened and pur i f ied by the t r ia ls t r f  th is t i fe;  i+ we
wi l l  but  turn to Him and His Nord of  Truth in praige gnd thanksgiv ing
and do naught but seek to do His Hsly r^ l i l l  in every s i tuat ion of  ouF
I i  ves.

l r le read in Rsrnans B:28
"And we know that al l  th ing= work together fsr  good ts thern that

love God, to them who are the cal led according ts his purpose."

You, and me, and every chi ld of  Eod
cal Ied according ts His purpose" !
that  happens in our l ives,  the good
good. Isn' t  that  a rnost wonder{ul

through fai th in t rhr ist  are " the
Eiod has promised ts wsrk everything

and the bad, together for our
truth?

Because ule ar-e chi ldren t : f  God through Faith in trhr ist  Jesusn Eiod has
promised that hy His Fower and protect ionl  by the very command to His
angels to servEl His t rh i ldrenr r{B shal l  be able to overcornE! even the
f iercegt at tscks of  the devi l ,  As t :ur  text  Eays:

"Thou shal t  t read upon the l ion and the adder;  the young l ion and
the dragon shal t  thou trample under feet" .

Because Christ  has f reely given the wsr ld the forgivenesg s{ i ts s ins
through His innocent suf fer ing and death upon the crcrss in ctur
stead.. . .  because o{ guch l t rve of  Chr ist  {sr  h i rn,  the bel iever loves
Him and so, o{ the bel iever in t rhr ist ,  our Heavenly Father seys:

" . . . therefore wi l l  I  del iver him: I  wi l l  set  h im on high, because
he hath knswn my narne. He shal l  cal l  upon me, and I  wi l l  answer
him: I  wi l l  be wi th him in t roublel  I  wi l l  del iver him, and
honour him. ld i th long l i fe 'wi l l  I  sat isfy him, and shew him my
sal  vat i  on.

Here we have God's st : lernn promige to be with us and to del iver us in
t ime of  t rouble.  FurthermElFe, because o{ His love for us in Ehr ist ,
He wi l t r  honour us wi th eternal  l i fe.  In heaven rse shal l  be f i t led
with an ever last ing peace and enjoy the per$ect presence o{ the Lord.
Fsr t*e shal l  see Him {ace to {ace and r ' re shal l  partake o{,  a l l  the
wonder$ut blessings which are crurs through trhr ist .

5o,  whether i t  be lcrss of  mater ia l  weal th,  bodi ly s ickness, or ' th*
lsss of a loved one tc:  mental  i l lness c:r  death; r" lhat does i t  inean
cornpared tc l  the glor ies in heaven which ar. le i t  a l l  who by Erace alone,
through fai th alone, c la im the {ul l  r ighteousnegs of  t rhr igt-cruci{ ied
fsr themselves?
"And take they rur l ivegn goods, fame, chi ld and wife;  Let  these al l
be gone! They yet have nothing won! The Fi ingdorn ours remaineth!"
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Ag a rhi ld cf  Gad, then, r ' l i th the angel= there to help you in the r+or l - . :
r : {  yc:ur cal l ing and with the gure hope af  hea.ren f i rmly in y i :uF grasp,
you have nB rsast:n tr :  fear anythinqn not even death.

Fsr. the bel iever shal l  net  see death unt i l  God has a.ccnmpl ished aLl  in
the bel iever 's l i fe according to Hi= Hsly r+i l l  and purpose-

Then sl l  the gickness, the di f+icul t ies snd the su{{er ing of  th is l i fe
shal l  be lef t  behind and we whcr are c lothed in the r ighteausnes= of
t rhr ist  shal l  be { inal ly received ints glory wi th Hirn.

In prayer,  =ongs of  praise and in heart- fe l t  thanksgiv ing to Gt:d fer
the f ree gi f t  s{  the fargiveness sf  a l l  r rur  s ins and for eternsl  l i fen
for the ternparal  b lessings which Eod has given us and for the presentre
and gervice o{ His angels in { f ,ur  l i . res,  1et  us di l igent ly br a.bout the
work we have been given to dn. Let LrE serve t :ne ansther in lsve and
using the var isug talent= we have been given by Ead, serve Hi.m and His
Bride the Church by spreading the Bospel  rnrssage ta others.

This i= our reassnable service to Hi . rn r" lho hag loved uE Eo dear ly.
Arnen.

And now rnay the peace af  Ead, which surpaEErs al l  human undergtanding,
l*eep your hearts snd minds in Chr ist  Jesus. Arnen-


