Walther's Law and Gospel, Lecture 35 http://lutherantheology.com/uploads/works/walth&/lecture-35.htn

10of8

THIRTY-FIFTH EVENING LECTURE.
(September 18, 1885.)

Jesus says regarding Himself: “I am the Way, thathlrand the Life; no man
cometh unto the Father but by Me.” John 14, 6 Ragafirms this statement by his dec-
laration before the Jewish Sanhedrin, saying: ‘INgits there salvation in any other; for
there is none other name under heaven given amemgwhereby we must be saved.”
Acts 4, 12 Paul adds his testimony by telling h@ri@hians: “ | determined not to
know anything among you save Jesus Christ and Idieifeed.” | Cor 2, 2. Verily, then,
it is a great and awful sin not to draw any soal thas been entrusted to us for instruc-
tion to Jesus and not to tell that soul again agairawhat a treasure it has in the Lord
Jesus, its Savior. To keep some one from beliewin@hrist is such an awful sin that
words cannot express it. A preacher who restrasmuafrom confidently laying hold of
Christ — no matter whether he does it consciouslyr@onsciously, purposely or from
blindness, through malice or as the result of agréed zeal for the salvation of souls —
deprives that soul, as far as he is concernedvestasting life. Instead of being a shep-
herd to that soul, he becomes a ravening wolf, tastead of being its physician, he be-
comes its murderer; yea, instead of being an apig@&lod, he becomes a devil to that
person. Alas, ever so many preachers have norzeealintil their dying day how many
souls they have kept away from Christ by their amgelical preaching and by their
own fault have cause the souls entrusted to thedietof spiritual starvation. The result
was that these unhappy preachers shortly beforedeath have had a severe soul-bat-
tle to fight with self-accusations and despair, antla few of them have depaarted this
life without consolation, in anguish, misery, arespair.

The worst offenders in this respect are the sedaktionalistic preachers, who with
diabolical audacity mount Christian pulpits andt@asl of preaching Christ, the Savior,
to all sinners, recite their miserable moral présdpr a virtuous life and fill the ears of
the people with their empty bombast. To these matistic mercenaries, “whose God is
their belly,” Phil 3, 19 the terrible woe is addsed, even in our day, which the Lord de-
nounced, saying: “Woe unto you, scribes and Phesjdaypocrites! For ye shut up the
kingdom of heaven against men; for ye neither ggourselves, neither suffer ye them
that are entering to go in.” Matt 23, 13. Whataeshall seize these preachers who used
to call themselves friends and adorers of JeussCiwhen they must appear before His
judgement-seat and hear Him address them in wdrflaming anger: “I never knew
you; depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.” Matt Z3.

However, equally grievous is the offense of paprsthis respect. They, too, do not
draw men to Christ, the Savior and Friend of sianbut represent Christ as a more rig-
orous lawgiver even than Moses because he hasraiden many more and much more
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rigorous commandments than Moses. A poor sinnelirgpio a priest in his anguish for
advice is not directed to Christ, but to Mary, sSeecalled “Mother of Mercy”. They
have taught men to be afraid of Christ, tellingnthitaat Mary must take them under her
sheltering cloak. Or they direct them to some amekaint. For this horrible sin of di-
recting poor souls away from Christ they will haweesuffer the wrath of God, which
will consign them to the place where “the smokehafir torment ascendeth up forever
and ever.” Rev 14, 11 For failing to teach and [aiot Christ, telling men not to believe
in Him, is as heinous an offense as blasphemoadiyand Christ as a fanatic as the un-
belieevers do.

Well, it is easy to avoid this gross manner of kegpnen away from Christ. | need
not warn you against it. But it is difficult to adodoing the same thing in a more refined
manner. Innumerable preachers imagined that theg preaching Christ and proclaim-
ing His doctrine until their eyes were opened admelytsaw that they had concealed
Christ from the eyes of poor sinners and had diceaten away from Him rather than to
Him. This more refined way of keeping men away fr@hrist is discussed in our
twenty-second Thesis.

Thesis XXII.

In the eighteenth place, the Word of God is nohthg divided when a false
distinction is made between a person’s being awatteand his being converted;
moreover, when a person®ABILITY to believe is mistaken for his n®EING
PERMITTED to believe.

During the first half of the eighteenth centurygsbavho were guilty before others of
this serious confusion of Law and Gospel were thealled Pietists. To these belonged,
among others, such theologians of Halle as Augesimdn Francke, Breithaupt, Anas-
tasius Freylinghausen, Rambach, Joachim Langethers® who had publicly adopted
their views, like Bogatsky, Fresenius, and manyehThese men were guilty of that
more refined way of confounding Law and Gospel, elgnof keeping men away from
Christ. They did this by making a false distinctlmetween spiritual awakening and con-
version; for they declared that, as regards the ofagbtaining salvation, all men must
be divided into three classes: 1. those still uneaed; 2. those who have been awak-
ened; 3. those who have been converted.

Admitting that these Pietists were well-intentiomadn and by no means wished to
depart from the right doctrine, still their clagsittion was utterly wrong. They would
have been right if by people who have been awak#redhad understood such persons
as occasionally receive a powerful impression tleed/f God, of the Law and of the
Gospel, but promptly stifle the impression, so thas$ rendered ineffectual. For there
are, indeed, men who can no longer continue toitivtaeir carnal security, but suppress
their unrest until God smites them again with thenmer of His Law and then makes

8/20/2014 3:12 Al



Walther's Law and Gospel, Lecture 35 http://lutherantheology.com/uploads/works/walth&/lecture-35.htn

30f8

them taste the sweetness of the Gospel. But thkemed persons to whom the Pietists
referred are no longer to be numbered with the mvmexded. According to Scripture we
can assume only two classes: those who are codwvantéthose who are not.

True, there are people who, when contrasted witd €hristians, could be called
awakened if they are not measured by the pattekobf Scripture. A great number of
instances of such people are found in the Scriptu#erod Antipas was one of them.
We are told that he heard John the Baptist gladbabse John preached many comfort-
ing sermons in which he pointed to the promiseddiéds He also asked John’s advice
occasionally and followed it. Nevertheless he remaithe Herod he had always been.
By this King’s order John had to lose his headléage a miserable dancing girl.

Another instance is that of Felix the governor. |IRaaached to him with great zest
concerning righteousness, temperance (chastitg)juilgment to come. Paul's sermons
struck home, and his own conscience convicted Fdlizeing a reprobate, and if Paul
preached the truth, which he did, Felix would b&,lfornicator, unjust judge, and adul-
terer that he was. But he stifled the convictiomiediately and dismissed Paul, saying:
“Go thy way for this time; when | have a convenisataison, | will call for thee.” Acts
24, 25. But he never did call for him; he was uhiagl to hear that reproving voice
again.

A similar instance is that of Festus. When Paul thachdered at him, preaching the
Law to him, and then had proclaimed the good tigingthe Gospel, he cried: “Paul,
thou art beside thyself; much learning doth males thnad.” Acts 26, 24 In spite of the
deep impression which the preaching of Paul hadenmadhim, he declared Paul a fa-
natic.

Another instance is that of Agrippa, who even gai@aul: “Almost thou persuadest
me to be a Christian.” Acts 26, 28. What a powenfupression the apostle’s address
must have made on the king to wrest this publidgasion from him that it would not
take much to make him one of the despised and nedighristians! What was lacking
to make him a Christian? Nothing else than thiaf the would not cease his willful,
stubborn resistance and allow the Lord to overchime On the contrary, he tried to
conquer the Lord and remained in his unconvertaie st

People like these must not be numbered with theaerted. But it is wrong to call
them awakened. When Scripture speaks of awakenialgyays means conversion. You
must bear this in mind when reading writings oftiBte, which contain a great deal of
good. You must divide men into only two classese Tollowing passages will show
you that by awakening Scripture means conversion: —

Eph 5, 14Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the @demblChrist shall give
thee light. This is evidently a call to genuine conversion aapentance. We are to
awake from spiritual sleep and arise from spiritd@hth. Any one who is thus awak-
ened is roused, not from spiritual sleep, but frgpiritual sleep, and being awake, he
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has become alive,, which means nothing else tratrhthis a Christian.

Eph 2, 4-8But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great loveasewith he loved us,
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickeneshethier with Christ (by grace are ye
saved) and hath raised us up together and madaet wegether in heavenly places in
Christ. According to this passage being awakened and lopingkened are identical.
Anyone who has been awakened is in a blessed B&ateas been translated into a heav-
enly life the moment he was awakened by the HoliyitSp

Col 2, 12Buried with Him in Baptism, wherein also ye aresnswith Him through
the faith of the operation of God, who hath raid¢ich from the deadThe event de-
scribed in this text took place “through faith”. @&adingly, no one can be awakened un-
less he has faith. That means, he must be a Gmristi

However, Pietists object that a person who hasxpérienced a genuine, thorough
contrition in his heart is not yet converted, burely awakened. By thorough contrition
they mean a contrition like that of David, who sp&hole nights crying and weeping in
his bed and walked almost bowed down with griefdays. Anyone who has not passed
through these experiences, who has not yet beégdssdh the Holy Spirit, is not quite
assured of his state of grace and of salvatioalwsays wavering or shows himself un-
charitable, lacking genuine patience, and the proglengness to serve his fellow-men;
such a person, they claim, is certainly not a @lans still unconverted and only awak-
ened. This is an erroneous assumption. A person lhmag become a true Christian
without experiencing the great and terrible angwisbavid. For although David really
passed through these experiences, the bible daesayothat everyone must pass
through the same experiences and suffer in the sagree. As regards the sealing with
the Holy Spirit, we read in Eph 1, 13: “In whom @lsafter that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise.” The saglipresupposes faith, although it may
be a very weak faith, a faith that is constanttuggling with anxieties and doubts. God
does not grant to every one immediately boldnedaitif and heroic courage. That this
is the pure unadulterated truth can be seen iryeeeord we have of people that were
converted. Take, for instance, the first Pentet@stdience. We are told that these peo-
ple were pricked in their hearts and asked thetlgsosMen and brethren, what shall
we do?” Peter does not say to them: “Wait a whikst you must pass through a severe
penitential struggle; you will have to wrestle wiiod and cry to Him for a long time
until the Holy Spirit gives you the inward assuraribat you have obtained grace and
are saved.” No; the apostle merely says: “Repedtlkan baptized,” and immediately
they received baptism. “Repent” means: “turn torybord Jesus, believe in Him, and
as a seal of your faith receive Baptism, and ebargtwill be right.” Of these newly
converted people we are told further on: “they cared steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship and in braking of bread amdprayers.” Acts 2, 37, 38, 42
Hence they had become truly converted in a few nmisne
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The same observation meets us in the case of thepkan treasurer. Philip merely
says to him: “If thou believest with all thine heaghou mayest,” namely, be baptized.
When the treasurer answered: “| believe that JE$wuist is the Son of God,” Philip was
fully satisfied; for he know what the treasurer mtelay his confession, namely, that he
believed in the Messiah, God and man. After he lb@eh baptized, they parted and
probably never saw each other again. Philip waswastied in the least whether the
man was actually converted; he was quite certaintonversion because he had de-
clared: “I believe that Jesus Christ is the SoGodl.” Acts 8, 37ff.

The jailer at Philippi was in despair, not on aatoaf his sins, but because he
feared that he would be executed for allowing &lgrisoners to escape. Paul arrested
the jailer’'s hand as he was about to stab himselfaied: “Do thyself no harm, for we
are all here.” The jailer was thunderstruck. Healled the thoughts that had stirred his
heart during the night while he had heard the pes® whom he had subjected to such
cruel treatment praising and glorifying God. Comett of the wickedness of his heart
and the magnitude of his sin, he fell at the ap&stéet, crying: “Sirs, what must | do to
be saved?” Paul did not say to him: “That cannotld@e tonight. We shall first have to
give you instruction and ascertain the conditioryadir heart. We admit that you have
been awakened, but you are far from being convérdm he simply said: “Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be savedmnidouse.” Acts 16, 27 ff. The jailer
believed and was filled with joy that he had becareliever. That is all that Paul and
Silas did. They left him, and when they had beemmitheir liberty, they proceeded on
their journey.

Try to find a single instance in the Scriptures weha& prophet, apostle, or any other
saint pointed the people another way to conversalling them that they could not ex-
pect to be converted speedily and that they woalMkho pass through such and such
experiences. They always preached in a manner $o tesrify their hearers, and as
soon as their hearers realized that there was fugedor them, as soon as they con-
demned themselves, and cried, “Is there no helpd$@t they told them: “Believe on the
Lord Jesus, and all will be well with you.”

Fanatics declare that this is not the proper oofl@onversion. It is not the order of
fanatics indeed, but it is God’s order. As soorhesGospel sounded in the ears of the
persons aforementioned, it went through their seamd they became believers. We
read that David, after receiving absolution, $t#d to suffer a great deal of anguish. But
his penitential psalms are at the same time a ssitfie of his assurance that God was
gracious to him. It is sheer labor lost when a steri leads a person who has become
alarmed over his sins a long way for months andsykafore that person can say, “Yes,
| believe.” Such a minister is a spiritual quack; las not led that soul to Jesus, but to
reliance on its own works. In a certain sense tlead®s have been guilty of this awful
sin. it is just those ministers who are manifestnegat zeal that are in danger of com-
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mitting this great and grievous sin. They are sia@nd well-intentioned, but they ac-
complish no more than tormenting souls. To evemesi who has become spiritually
bankrupt and asks you: What must | do to be saYed"must say: “That is very simple:
Believe in Jesus, your Savior, and all is well.”

Consider that according to the Scriptures it isatatll difficult to be converted, but
to remain in a converted state, that is difficAltcordingly, it is a false interpretation to
refer the words of the Savior: “Enter ye in at #teait gate”, Matt 7, 13, to repentance.
Repentance is not a strait gate through which agpehas to squeeze. Repentance is
something that God Himself must produce in a persmy kind of repentance which
man produces by his own effort is counterfeit andabomination in the sight of God.
We need not worry about our inability to produceergtance in ourselves. We must only
apply to ourselves the keen Word of God, and we ltlag first part of repentance. After
that an application of the unqualified Gospel wilbduce faith in us. All that a person
has to do when he hears the Gospel is to accéhitithis is immediately followed by an
inward conflict. The error of false teachers in &g to this matter is that they place this
conflict before conversioror such a conflict an unconverted person is natlified.
The conflict comes at a later stage, and it is ieevEhe narrow way is the cross which
Christians have to bear, namely, that they havenutstify their own flesh, suffer
ridicule, scorn, and ignominy heaped upon themhgyworld, fight against the deuvil,
and renounce the world with its vanities, treasuaesl pleasures. That is a task which
causes many to fall away again soon after theivexmon and to lose their faith. Wher-
ever the Word of God is proclaimed with the martdagen of the Spirit and power of
God, many more people are converted than we imatjimee could look into the hearts
of worshipers in a church where the Word is thusdtully proclaimed and no works of
men are mingled with the teaching of saving grase,should observe many framing
there solution by the grace of God to become Ganst for they are convinced that the
preacher is right. But many suppress these sensatie moment they leave the church
and seek to persuade themselves that they havdisiesimg to a discourse of a fanatic.
Such persons harden themselves Sunday after Samthget into almost dangerous
condition, past conversion. The Savior Himself sty many “receive the Word with
joy,” Matt 13, 20, but smother the sprouting gerimew tribulations arise. This does not
necessarily refer to severe diabolical afflictiobsf, in general, to tedium as regards
spiritual affairs, sluggishness in prayer, neglggem hearing the Word of God, con-
tempt which Christians have to suffer from worldhgn, etc. All these things may dissi-
pate the impressions which had been made on thistidhs’ hearts. In cases like these
Pietists declare that there had been no converBiohdoes not the Lord say: “For a
while theybelieve™? Luke 8, 13. Hence this second class of hearers,quitkly accept
the Gospel, begin thelieve;however, they do not permit the Word to striketiodheir
hearts, but at the next temptation to which the&yexposed they again surrender to the
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world and their own flesh, and all they had gairseldst.

Beware, then, of the illusion that men may becomeure if they are told how
quickly they may be led to repentance and converdiin the contrary, consider the
greatness of God’s mercy. After a person has beewected, he must be told that
henceforth he will have to be engaged in dailyggheis and must think of making spiri-
tual progress day by day, exercising himself inelopatience, and meekness and
wrestling with sin. That is a lesson for convertédristians, who begin to cooperate
with divine grace in them. But by the utterly abaable teaching of fanatics these spiri-
tual conflicts are placed before conversion, and Sa@obbed of the honor due Him.

Our Church declares in theormula of ConcordSol. Decl., Art 1l 887 (Mueller, p.
609; Trigl. Conc.,p. 913 f.): “The conversion of our corrupt willhweh is nothing else
than a resuscitation of it from spiritual deathomdy and solely the work of God (just as
also the resuscitation in the resurrection of tbhéybmust be ascribed to God alone), as
has been fully set forth above and proved by mantéstimonies of Holy Scripture”

Again, the same confession states (Mueller, p. 58dt. Conc.,p. 885): “In a word,

it remains eternally true what the Son of God sdghn 15, 5: ‘Without Me ye can do
nothing,” and Paul, Phil 2, 13: ‘It is God which sketh in you both to will and to do of
His good pleasure.” To all godly Christians wholfard experience in their hearts a
small spark or longing for divine grace and etemalation this precious passage is
very comforting; for they know that God has kindiedtheir hearts this beginning of
true godliness and that he will further strengthed help them in their great weakness
to persevere in true faith unto the end.”

Where there is a spark of longing for mercy, thergith; for faith is nothing else
than longing for mercy. A person in whom this takésce is not merely awakened in
the false sense of the word, but he is converteslremarkable that in Phil 2, 12—-13 the
apostle says, first: “Work out your own salvatiorthMear and trembling,” and then
continues: “For it is God which worketh in you bathwill and to do of His good plea-
sure.” We are to work out our own salvation withrfand trembling for the very reason
that our heavenly Father must do everything thaersessary for our salvation. That is
what the apostle tells people who have been caseA person who is hardened,
blind, dead, cannot work out his own salvation, debnverted person can, and actually
does, work out his own salvation. If he fails toijche is again stricken with spiritual
blindness and relapses into spiritual death.

Our opponents claim that God first awakens a pesaswhin that act gives him the
power to decide whether he will be converted or mbat is a rehash of a false doctrine
of former times; it overlooks the fact that a persoeither spiritually dead or spiritually
alive. They claim that a person must first be giadiberated will, which means that he
must be quickened before he is converted.

We can see frorhutherin what condition those must be who are to be dginotio
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true faith. He says (St. L. Ed. XVIII, 1715): “Tedin with, God has given a sure prom-
ise to those who have been humbliat is, to those who bewail their sin and despair
of self-helpHowever, no person can thoroughly humble himsetil he knows that, re-
gardless of his own strength, counsel, strivindlivg, and working, his salvation de-
pends wholly on the good pleasure, counsel, willargd working of another, namely of
God alone.”

Man must be reduced to this strait, that he is cw®d of the necessity of his sur-
rendering to God unconditionally because he cahfidiimself out of the mire of his
sins. When he is in that condition, he is, in doggoni@erminology, themateria(the sub-
ject) that is to be converted. It is nothing buidalost and means robbing God of His
honor to urge men to rely on their own efforts tadgaconversion. That is frequently
done by men who are quite serious about their GCamisy.

Luther continues: “For as long as a person is cwed that he has some ability,
even if it is altogether trifling, to work out héalvation, he continues to trust in himself
and does not at all despair of his own efforts.gkdgly, he does not humble himself
before God, and he selects a certain place, tinteywark by which he hopes, or at least
desires, ultimately to obtain salvation, but a pera’ho entertains no doubt whatever
that everything depends on the will of God, uttelfspairs of his own effort, does not
do any choosing, but expects Godwork in him, such a person is closest to divine
graceand salvation. Therefore these things are pubtaght for the sake of the elect,
in order that they may be saved after having beenbied and crushed in the manner
aforestated. The rest resist this humbling; yeay tleject the teaching that a person
must despair of his own efforts and demand thatesahility be left them, even though
it be quite paltry. These remain secretly proud amemies of the grace of God. This, |
say, is the one reason for teaching the godly wde lbeen humbled to know, to pray
for, and to accept the promise of mercy.”

Unless a person is reduced to this condition, itseless to preach the Gospel to
him. He is lost as long as he takes comfort in kBlinar thinks that he can help himself
over his difficulties. Accordingly, a minister musist cause people to hear the thunder-
ing of the Law and immediately after that the Gas@therwise many a precious soul
may be led to despair and be lost. These soulsdxaamé day be demanded of the minis-
ter; for God will not suffer Himself to be mockeadthis matter.
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