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THIRTIETH EVENING LECTURE.
(Juneb, 1885.)

Many young men whom God has endowed with splendis, ggifts especially
suited for the office of the ministry, and who eveve a certain inclination toward that
office, nevertheless do not like to become minsst@ihey think that in this office they
would have to sacrifice their life’s happiness #émeir freedom. However, this is a great
self-delusion. Any one who wishes to be saved rhaesteady, if Christ so desires, to
sacrifice his life’s happiness and surrender reedom for His sake. Not only a minis-
ter, but every Christian must choose the narrovw,pahich leads to heaven, if he wants
to get to heaven. He must forsake the world, faguinst his flesh and crucify it, and
work out his salvation with fear and trembling & does not want to perish eternally.
Accordingly, a young man does not gain any or anlymall advantage for his lustful
flesh by refusing to become a minister. Every Giamismust be a spiritual priest, even if
he is not a minister, if he does not wish to ththstgrace of God from him. It is indeed
true that a person who wishes to become a minmstest first be a sincere Christian.
That is theconditio sine qua non, the indispensable requisite, for becoming a nenist
The Apostle Paul concludes his enumeration of taittes required for a bishop, or,
what amounts to the same, a minister, with theselsvdHolding the mystery of the
faith in a pure conscience.” 1 Tim. 3, 9. This skdhat a minister must have a purified
conscience, cleansed not only by the blood of Clurm$o the forgiveness of sins, but
also by the sanctification of the Spirit. A ministeust have come to the momentous de-
cision that he will not live for himself, but foritd who died and rose again for his sake.
At his ordination, when he is separated from thelavfor service in the sanctuary, a
minister must have bidden farewell to the world &edome irrevocably divorced from
it. He must have reached the conviction which tlbegpoet has thus expressed:

My heart, now make thy choice:
On Him stake thy reliance,

Or thou’lt not come to rest
Renounce the world and all
That does thy flesh enthrall;
With Jesus take thy stand

And thus the matter end.

Blessed are you, my dear friends, if you make thet's words: “With Jesus take thy
stand And thus the matter end,” the sighing of yeeart. Not until you do this, will you
“end the matter.”

Accordingly, it is a real and a great misfortuneewla congregation obtains an or-
thodox, but unconverted minister, who, though he dgasped the pure doctrine quite
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well with his intellect and memory, does not beéievhat he preaches. Such a minister,
having the pure doctrine, will, as a rule, lead ¢osgregation to good pastures in his
pulpit work, but he will be a sorry watchman andate of souls and a still sorrier exam-
ple to his flock. His congregation will not at &kkhold in him the portrait of a Christian
who has renounced himself and the world. If ibifis advantage, he will indeed adhere
to the pure doctrine and even fight bravely to raamit, but if a situation arises that
brings him into contempt or yields him ingratituaie a reward for his zeal; if he has to
suffer dishonor and persecution for the sake ofpilne doctrine, he will speedily fall
away from it, and it will be apparent that his Ghanity sprang from a corrupt root and
that his congregation has obtained a cheat. Fiomes of tribulations, when wolves and
foxes try to break into the Hock, it is of parambumportance that the shepherd take a
firm stand and be ready to give his life, to shesdtood, for the truth and for his flock.
An unconverted person would consider it ridiculeossacrifice a pleasant living in a
nice position with a snug income for what he coasda subtile point of doctrine, be-
cause he has never yet had a perception of theaagimections of the parts of the sav-
ing doctrine. When the question is, not about dioesr objectively or speculatively con-
sidered, but about teachings which in a purely tpralcview belong to the true knowl-
edge and experience of the heart, an orthodox tams this type will talk like a blind
man about color. At times he will have an exaggeratew of genuine Christianity; at
other times he will entertain an unduly inferioew of it. We have seen at our last meet-
ing how Law and Gospel can be confounded by angerated view of Christianity.
Tonight we shall hear how a minister can place genChristianity ‘on a lower level
than its essential quality requires.

Thesis XVIII.

In the fourteenth place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when the universal
corruption of mankind is described in such a manner as to create the impression that
even true believers are still under the spell of ruling sins and are sinning purposely.

You will observe that | am speaking of the clainattthe universal corruption of
mankind embraces living in dominant and wilful sons the part of believers. No one
who is conversant with the pure doctrine will make unqualified assertion that a
christian can be a fornicator and an adultererh@uthought would not enter the mind
of a true teacher of the Word of God. but a preatiigang to give a very drastic descrip-
tion of the universal corruption of mankind is dasempted to deviate from the pure
doctrine. | am speaking of mistakes that are frajyenade by zealous ministers and
also by theological students. In their first sersixgeabmitted for review they quite fre-
quently say that all mankind lives in this or teat, mentioning manifest sins unto death
as though Christians also were living in sins @ttkind. What damage can be done
when people are made to hear that we human benegléveng in every abomination,
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shame, and vice, without the qualifying statemé&sg:we are by nature” or “as long as a
person is still in the state of natural depravitg as unregenerate.” With these quali-
fiers, of course, you cannot overdraw the horrdplalities of man’s natural condition.
However, when addressing a Christian congregation,will have to be very careful
not to speak as if also all Christians were livinghame and vice. It was a harmful and
dangerous attempt on the part of the Pietistswiolelimankind into so many classes that
nobody was able to tell in which class he belond&ad. this must not keep us from
pointing out in our sermons the two great class&s which mankind is really divided,
viz., believers and unbelievers, godly and ungodly, eaied and unconverted, regener-
ate and unregenerate persons. This classificasiamuirent throughout the Scriptures.
Christ always preached: “He that believeth andaptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.” Mark 16, 16. “| aaot come to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance.” Matt. 9, 13. God “makeh ddin to rise on the evil and on the
good and sendeth rain on the just and on the uhjstit. 5, 45. In each one of these
texts Christ recognizes only two classes of humaindgs. Matt. 13, 38 He speaks of
“the children of the Kingdom” and “the children tfe Wicked One,” of wheat and
tares. This thorough division, thait-aut, either-or, must appear in every sermon of a
sincere preacher. This is what your hearers mash/egiz, that they are either spiritu-
ally dead or spiritually alive, either convertedumconverted, either under the wrath of
God or in a state of grace, either Christians @hustians, either asleep in sin or quick-
ened unto a new life in God, subjects in either dbeil's or God’s kingdom. It is a
damnable heresy to speak of Hades, as modern thaatodo, where man will have an-
other chance to be converted. Incalculable hardome by this doctrine. May God keep
you from embracing it!

Make plain to your hearers in all your sermons thate are but two goals at the end
of this life — heaven and hell. There will be onlyotsentences pronounced on men, ei-
ther unto damnation or unto eternal life. Accordinthere are only two classes of men
in the present life; those of the one class areldéetairect for hell, those of the other,
straight for heaven. For Christ says distinctly:id¢/is the gate, and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many there bewhacin thereat. Because strait is the
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth un& ahd few there be that find it.” Matt.
7, 13-14. There are but two gates, two roads, @wode¢rminals. To confound the two
classes of men that are concerned in these two isays abominable mingling of Law
and Gospel. The Law produces reprobate sinner§;espel free and blessed men.

Although the matter is as clear as daylight, sgilhce it is so easy, when one pic-
tures ‘twhat abominable sinners we are who need the Savior,” to fall er@r in spite of
our good intention, let us hear a few Bible-textstbis subject. When you speak of
“abominable” sinners, you must not refer to Chaiss, in whom we find, on the one
hand, weaknesses, which are covered with the ngbkteess of Christ, and, on the other
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hand, good deeds, which God does through them &nchware pleasing to Him. Every
Christian may apply to himself the declaration addG“This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.” Matt. 3, 17.

Rom. 6, 14 we readtor sin shall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under
the Law, but under grace. What the apostle actually says in this text i¢ #wa shall not
be able to dominate Christians. It is absolutelgassible that a person who is in a state
of grace should be ruled by sin. A pilgrim travglion a lonely road, when attacked by a
highway man, escapes from him at the first oppdaturle does not want to be over-
come and slain. Christians are pilgrims through thorld on their way to heaven. The
devil, like a highway robber, assaults them, areltgo down before him because of
their weakness, not because they meant to go dbova. true Christian his fall is for-
given because he turns to God in daily repentanitetears or at least heartfelt sighings
for pardon. If a person allows sin to rule himstis a sure sign that he is not a Chris-
tian, but a hypocrite, no matter how pious he preseo be.

| Cor. 6, 7-11 we readnow ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the king-
dom of God? Be not deceived: neither forni-cators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ef-
feminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were
some of you; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. No one, then, who falls into the aforemen-
tioned sins and fails to repent of them shall iithbe kingdom of God. The Christian’s
repentance shows itself in this, that he desireotomit these sins no more. Whoever
commits these sins intentionally has, by that tokeproof that he is not a Christian, but
a reprobate, who is moved, not by the Spirit of Gmd by the hellish spirit.

2 Pet. 2, 20-22 the apostle writésr if, after they have escaped the pollutions of
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again en-
tangled therein and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For
it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness than, after they
have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. But it is hap-
pened unto them according to the true proverb. The dog is turned to his own vomit
again; and the sow that was washed, to her wallowing in the mire. With this important
passage we confront the Calvinists, in particuddrp say that a person who has once
obtained faith can never lose it. The Apostle Pistérere speaking of persons who had
been children of God, had had a living knowledgé¢hef Lord Jesus, and had been in a
state of divine grace. How, then, can any one bleod as to assert that a person who
had been truly converted, stays converted even wikenPeter and David, he falls into
some particular sin?

Rom. 8, 13. 14 we are toltk ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but if ye through
the Soirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the
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Soirit of God, they are the sons of God. The apostle does not say: “Never mind your sin-
ning. God will keep you in His grace and bring yaround again”; but he says: “If you
live after the flesh, you shall die. As many as laceby the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God.” That means, per contra, that those ava not led by the Spirit of God,
but by their flesh, are not the children of God, ervants of Satan.

Gal. 5, 19-21 Paul writedlow, the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these:
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, sedition;, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings,
and such like; of the which I tell you before, as | have also told you in times past, that
they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. Stop and consider this
passage. In view of this text, is it not shockingmen who want to pass for Christian
theologians to say that men can be in a state agfegwhile living in abominable sins
such as are named in this text? This text lockkitngdom of God against them and an-
nounces to them the judgment of God.

Eph. 5, 5-6 the same apostle writésr this ye know, that no whoremonger nor un-
clean person nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom
of Christ and of God. Let no man deceive you with vain words; for because of these
things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. The apostle’s warn-
ing, “Let no man deceive you,” means: Do not listerthose who tell you the contrary.
Unbelievers will be damned for the reason that theyin sins like the above. Consider,
then, that, if you were to live in the same sir) would share their fate in perdition. —
This Paul asks the Ephesians to ponder.

| wish to call your attention to the fact that pegss like those which | quoted, are
found in the pericopes. They should prove valuablgou when you use them for a
lively presentation of the doctrine now under dgstan. | am always pained when | at-
tend church and find that these splendid textshataised for the sermon. You ought to
form the resolution that, when the particular tifoe a pericope containing these texts
arrives, you will expound them to your hearers eatidhem that, as God lives, they will
be damned if they live in this or that sin. If youly tell them that Christians remain sin-
ners until they die, you will frequently be misungteod. Some will lull themselves to
sleep with the reflection that they are poor aral fnuman beings, but that they have
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, — however, a liphfa

Let me urge upon you in general to take a survayhefpericopes on which you are
going to preach and to note beforehand particldasg@ges that suggest subjects to you
on which you feel you ought to preach. If you widltWednesday or Thursday with
looking up the pericope for the coming Sunday ditel @ superficial reading decide on
some topic which will yield you eight pages of maonpt, sufficient for a talk of
forty-five minutes, you act like an abominable hirg. A faithful pastor begins on Sun-
day evening to consider the subject of his sermoihie coming Sunday and determines
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fully to redeem the precious minutes during whiehwill face his congregation. The
only thing that will keep him from following thisractise is a visit he has to make or re-
ceive on Sunday evening. He delights in storming tthis, now that stronghold of the
devil. True, he will not achieve the overthrow ekgy one of these strongholds, but it
must be his earnest intention to do so; otherwiaaynwill continue in their spiritual
misery under sin, and he will hahemself to blame for it. If you do what divine grace
enables you to do, the Savior will not put youharee on account of your deficiencies,
but will graciously reward you in the end with theown of glory. To strengthen the
conviction which | am trying to produce in you, hae cite a testimony from tHamal-
cald Articles, Part Ill, Art. 4, 8§ 42-43 (Mueller, p. 31%igl. Conc., p. 491): “On the
other hand, if certain sectarists were to arismyesof whom are perhaps already extant,
and in the time of the insurrection of the peasa&atme under my own observation,
holding that all those who had once received thetSQp the forgiveness of sins or had
become believers, even though they should aftesvanml, would still remain in the
faith and such sin would not harm them, and hemgeng thus: ‘Do whatever you
please; if you believe, it all amounts to nothifagth blots out all sins,’ etc., — they say,
besides, that, if any one sins after he has reddaith and the Spirit, he never truly had
the Spirit of faith: | have had before me, seen laedrd, many such insane men, and |
fear that in some such a devil is still remaining.

“It is, accordingly, necessary to know and teadcdt,ttvhen holy men, still having
and feeling original sin, also daily repenting ofdastriving with it, happen to fall into
manifest sins [mortal sins, which everybody recaggaias such], as David into adultery,
murder, and blasphemy, that then faith and the ISplyit has departed from them. For
the Holy Ghost does not permit sin to have dominiorgain the upper hand, so as to be
accomplished, but represses and restrains it,atattmust not do what it wishes. But if
it does what it wishes, the Holy Ghost and faite eertainly not present. For St. John
says, First Epistle 3, 9: ‘Whosoever is born of @oth not commit sin, ... and he can-
not sin.” And yet it is also the truth when the ga8t. John says, First Epistle 1, 8: ‘If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselweisthee truth is not in us.’”

Now, lest you think that we are vainly arguing abealf-evident matters and to
prove that the Calvinists have received into tleictrinal system the error rejected in
our thesis, | wish to cite from the decrees of $aaod of Dort the following statement:
“God, who is rich in mercy, according to His immiia purpose of electioroes not
wholly remove the Holy Spirit from His own even when they sin grievoudly, nor does He
permit them to fall entirely out of the grace ofoptlon as children of God and out of
the state of justification.” Now, any one who fal$o a mortal sin slips — back entirely
into the state of sin. According to the confessabrine Reformed, then, Peter, David,
and others were justified sinners while they cortediimortal sins, remained in a state
of grace as children of God, and retained the HBgyit. This we reject, while we in-
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deed assert that the eleannot until their death remain in a reprobate state, otherwise
they could not be elect.
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