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TWENTY-NINTH EVENING LECTURE.
(May 29, 1885.)

Without question, the words which, in Rev. 3, 16, Christ addressed to the bishop
of the church at Laodicea are of a memorable arfdlamport. He said: “I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot. | wotihdu wert cold or hot. So, then, be-
cause thou art lukewarm and neither cold nor hetll lspue thee out of My mouth.” We
see from these words that in the infallible judgtn&rGod it is worse to be a lukewarm
than a cold minister; it is worse to be a lazy amdifferent minister, who serves in his
office because it is the profession in which hmé&king his living, than to be manifestly
ungodly. For when a minister, though not teachindivong in a plainly unchristian
manner, is so sleepy, so void of all earnestnedszeal for the kingdom of God and the
salvation of souls, the inevitable effect is tha poor souls of his parishioners become
infected by him, and finally the entire congregatis lulled into spiritual sleep. On the
other hand, when a minister leads a manifestly diyglife and teaches ungodly doc-
trine, the good souls in his congregation do ndb¥g but turn away from him with
loathing. Now, although greater damage is infliovedthe Church by the lukewarmness
of a minister than by his manifest ungodlinesd| stith kinds of ministers will at the
end of the world receive the same sentence. Ba&Hutkewarm and the cold minister
will be addressed in those awful words: “I neveewnyou; depart from Me, ye that
work iniquity.” Matt. 7, 23.

A faithful servant of Jesus Christ, however, witleoday hear himself addressed in
these words of inexpressibly glad import: “Well épithou good and faithful servant!
Thou hast been faithful over a few things, | withke thee ruler over many things; enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Matt. 25, 21. A faful minister must not only avoid be-
ing lukewarm or cold, he must be warm. His hearsinglow with love of his Savior,
Jesus, and of the congregation which his Savioehasisted to his care, so that he may
be able to say with Paul and all the apostles: “‘hrewe be beside ourselves, it is to
God.” 2 Cor. 5, 13. This is a strange dictum. Psays that a minister must manifest
greater earnestness and zeal than the majorityeofembers of his congregation may
like or approve. The apostle does not mean tolsatyih his ministry at Corinth he dis-
played zeal without knowledge, Rom. 10, 2, but thatwas more zealous than the
Corinthians desired. Every sincere preacher anastamof Jesus Christ shows himself
full of zeal and earnest determination, though la mot reap any better reward from
his congregation than unpopularity, hatred, and ignm sincere minister will go
through such experiences rather than gain anyanarhself by hushing the truth, veil-
ing it, or grinding down its sharp points.

It is an undeniable fact, then, my friends, thatiaister, in particular, a really zeal-
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ous ministerhas to take hisministry seriously, or he commits a grievous sin. However,
he can commit a grievous sin also when his pregsentaf Christianity and the de-
mands which he makes upon Christiansiamxcess of what the Word of God declares.
With this reflection we have arrived at our seventé thesis.

ThesisXVII.

In the thirteenth place, the Word of God is not rightly divided when a description is
given of faith, both as regards its strength and the consciousness and productiveness of
it, that does not fit all believers at all times.

Young ministers who are still without great expede frequently make this mistake.
They desire to make an impression on their peopterause them out of their natural
security. They imagine that, in order to prevemdurites from regarding themselves as
Christians, they cannot raise the demands whic rtieke upon those who are Chris-
tians too high. However, here is a point wherentir@ster must be careful not to go be-
yond the Word of God, or by reason of his zeal lieinflict awful harm on the souls of
his hearers. Alas! Christians are in many respguite different from the descriptions,
bona-fide descriptions, at that, which are given of thensenmons. The minister wants
to rouse his people and warn them against selfpdiece However, that cannot be his
ultimate aim. His ultimate aim must be to lead his hearers ®dhksurance that they
have forgiveness of sins with God, the hope offtihere blessed life, and confidence to
meet death cheerfully. Any one who does not maksetthings his ultimate aim is not
an evangelical minister. For this reason he mustaseful, for God’s sake, not to say:
“Any one who does this or that is not a Christiamless he is quite sure of his ground.
Frequently a Christian may act in a very unchnmstizanner.

Rom. 7, 18 Paul saykknow that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing;
for to will is present with me, but how to performthat which isgood | find not. It is plain
that in this passage the apostle describes a @hristow a person becomes a Christian
he had described before. Next, he proceeded to Bbama Christian ought to walk and
to please God. In the section of his epistle frohiclv the above passage is taken he be-
gins to discuss the doctrine of spiritual tribwdas in which Christians frequently are
merged, in order to comfort them. He describes as@n as a double being. The true
Christian, he says, always desires what is goodfrbguently he does not accomplish
it. Now, then, if a preacher describes a Chrisitiasuch a manner as to deny that, unless
he accomplishes all that is good, he does notyrgall what is good, the description is
unbiblical. To will what is good is the main trait a Christian. Frequently he does not
progress beyond the good will to do something. Befee is aware of it, he has gone
astray; the sin within him has come forth, andshashamed of himself. But for that rea-
son he has not by any means fallen from grace.

Rom. 7, 14 Paul say&or we know that the Law is spiritual; but | am carnal, sold
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under sin. He means to say: “Who would not gladly be ridiof?sAs for me, | am like a
slave sold to a master. | cannot get away from hiam always being tyrannized by
him.” That is the condition of a Christian: he fekke a slave, with this difference, how-
ever, that he doa®t obey his mastegladly as aChristian slave must obey. He renders
obedience with the utmost reluctance. Accordinghge apostle cries in v. 24: “O
wretched man that | am! Who shall deliver me fréma body of this death? Remember
this, partly for your own comfort, partly for thask of comforting the members of your
future congregation. The prevailing spiritual mglad our time is lack of assurance on
the part of Christians. This is because they ategh@n any reliable teaching. Now,
when a real Christian is shown what a miserableesihe is, he clings to Christ all the
more firmly and spurns the whispering of the dewiho tells him that he is fallen from
grace and has lost God.

Phil. 3, 12 Paul say$iot as though | had already attained, either were already per-
fect; but | follow after, if that | may apprehend that for which also | am apprehended of
Christ Jesus. In this life we follow after, but we do not appesid. It may seem to a
Christian that there were times when he was haler could overcome sin better. That
may actually have been the case, and his preseditiom may be due to his spiritual
retrogression. But the correct explanation of hisspnt state may also be this, that he
sees much more plainly now what a frail being heAiyoung Christian may imagine
that his heart at that particular moment is altbgepure, that he has forsaken the world,
and has heaven in his heart. But he is not awatbeofavenous beasts that lie in wait
for him. When the sweetmeats of his spiritual dilod cease and tribulations arise for
him, he imagines that he can no longer fight agasmsas he used to do. The truth is,
however, that he is being attacked much more Vviljighan before and is more keenly
aware of his sinful cravings.

Gal. 5, 17 the apostle write3he flesh lusteth against the spirit and the spirit
against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would. According to this text a minister has no rightiemounce a person
as an unchristian because he is not doing allntbahould, as long as the person main-
tains that he does not will his imperfections. & tommits sin from weakness or in
rashness, he can still be a Christian.

St. James writes, chap. 3,For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not
in word, the same is a perfect man and able also to bridle the whole body. He means to
say that there is no such things as a perfect arahby the use of the pronoun we he in-
cludes himself, all the apostles, and all the saimtthis estimate. A Christian sins not
only in thoughts, desires, gestures, and wordsalsotin his actions, which makes it ev-
ident to all the world that he is still a poor, Weaan.

Heb. 12, 1 we readMherefore, seeing we also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily beset
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us and let us run with patience the race that is set before us. According to this text a
Christian is always putting away sin, which be$®ts continually. He cannot get it out
of his heart, and it makes him so very sluggisls. ¢dinduct would be quite different, he
would walk cheerfully with his God like a herohé did not have to lug his carnal mind
with him.

Is. 64, 6 we readi\e are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as
filthy rags, and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us
away. The prophet does not say: All righteousnessesi@fnatural man are as filthy
rags, but: all our righteousnesses.” Hence in God’s eyes the lif@tofie Christian can-
not look very beautiful. If God would not spreae ttloak of Christ’s righteousness over
us, we should have to be eternally damned and dpgt of the fact that we have be-
come true Christians.

A text that requires no comment is Job 14Mhp can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean? Not one.

Ps. 32, 6 we readfor this shall EVERYONE THAT IS GODLY pray unto Theein a time
when Thou mayest be found. Immediately before this text the psalmist spedkfi® for-
giveness of sin. He says that it is just the gezlyigodly people who need to pray every
day for the forgiveness of sins.

But why spend much time searching the Scripturespfoof-texts? Our Savior
taught all Christians to offer up this daily petitiin the Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us our
trespasses.’ Every day, then, puts a new burdeguitif on our heart and conscience.
Now, to represent a Christian as he is not, nanmdyfect, — one need not be a
Methodist to do that, — or to enumerate marks tfia Christian which are not found
in all Christians, means to misrepresent a Chrstiad will do infinite harm. For from
such characterizations, Christians with a very teascience will draw the conclusion
that they are no Christians; the remarks of thasten they say, have opened their eyes
to their former delusion. This impression may beeao firmly lodged in their hearts
that nobody will be able to remove it. They tormgr@mselves till their dying day with
efforts to keep from falling into this or that samd still they commit it again and again.
Therefore the minister must furnish Christians fiveper remedy when they sin,
namely, this, promptly to rise from their fall, prded their sin is not intentional; for an
intentional sin would indeed drive the Holy Spfribm them. But a Christian learns by
experience to sense danger; and when he has simnéekls himself urged promptly to
seek his Father in heaven, confess his sin, antbdsk forgiven for Jesus’ sake. He also
feels inwardly assured that he has been forgivet,exen if he has no such feeling, he
will say with the poet: —

Oh, my faith shall e’er enfold Him,
Till I come where | behold Him,
Till my Bridegroom calls for me.
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Some preachers describe the Christians as havihghgdut pleasant feelings. Fre-
guently | have observed this feature in your sesndou will say: “Indeed, an unchris-
tian is a miserable being. While serving the wall sin, he is pursued by furies.’
Now, that is not true. Many unchristians live with@ny qualms of conscience. “On the
other hand,” you will say, “a Christian — oh, wleahappy being he is! He is free from
all anxiety, free from doubt,” etc. All this is nsb. Thousands upon thousands of Chris
tians are, on the contrary, filled with anguish @edpondency and are continually fight-
ing with themselves and crying: “Oh, wretched nfaat t am!

In your sermons you like to treat subjects likesthé'The blessed state of a Chris-
tian,” and the like. Well, do not forget thiie blessedness of Christians does not consist
in pleasant feelings, but in their assurance that in spite of the egefeelings imagin-
able they are accepted with God and in their dyiagr will be received into heaven.
That is indeed a great blessedness.

You can easily make a mistake here without beingravof it. You must resolve
never to utter anything that is contradictory te #xperience of Christians. You must
search your own minds and imagine yourselves giiimong your hearers and listening
to your own sermon. Suppose you were listeningniatheer preacher, how would his
guestion whether you are a Christians alarm yaineftrue state of a Christian were
made contingent upon pleasant feelings and youdMoave to admit that you know of
no such pleasant feelings? Now, is it not an aekplerience for a pastor to write a ser-
mon in condemnation of himself? to feel that he Mdne deadly frightened if some one
were to preach to him what he purposes to preackh&rs? It is, indeed, proper that in
your sermons you depict the happy moments whictasionally come to Christians
when they are given a foretaste of their futuresylbut you must tell your hearers at the
same time that these are merely passing momeriteeifives of Christians, sun-rays
which once in a while find their way into their nesa If the description of such mo-
ments of bliss is given in a proper manner, it paa$ neither anguish and grief nor
doubt regarding one’s being in the faith, but arthel longing for an experience such as
the preacher is describing. Especially such Chnstias have fought their fight faith-
fully will feel that way. They lay prostrate in tihespiritual distress and imagined that
they were rejected by God, and, lo, then their BevFather was pleased to pour such
celestial joy into their hearts that in their esgtéhey believed they were no longer on
earth, but in heaven.

Furthermore, you must bear in mind that a Christ&tains his natural temperament
even after his conversion. A person with an irtealemper keeps that disposition, and it
may frequently get the better of him. You must say, then, that when a person be-
comes a Christian, he is turned from a bear irltord, in the sense that he is willing to
take scolding and scorn from everybody and is abwapdy to forgive his fellow-men.
On the contrary, a Christian often has great t®urbkeeping down his temper, and fre-
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qguently he cannot control it, and nobody can duit He is completely in the power of

his temperament. We must not think that if thissparwere to die that night, he would
go to perdition. While a Christian who is critigalhclined indulges that thought about
his brother, that brother may be on his knees sncloset, pleading with God for for-

giveness and for strength to subdue his wrathfuper. He may meet the Christian who
has judged him so uncharitably the next morningsanderely ask to be forgiven for his
lack of self-control.

Frequently the Christian is pictured as patienfas. The preacher will say: “You
may take everything away from a Christian, and Hiecleerfully say: ‘The Lord gave,
and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the ndrteed.ord™ (Job 1, 21), and the
preacher may think that his remarks have been @uitiécal. Job did indeed say those
words, but not all Christians say them. It is nohgistent with truth to set up such a
claim in a sermon. Many a Christian grows impatiaritouble. His impatience may be-
come violent even over trifling matters. When heiglly comes to again, as it were,
he is ashamed of himself.

It cannot be said to be a criterion of a Christiagit he never commits a gross sin.
That does happen occasionally; but whenever thikeiscase, the Christian surrenders
unconditionally to the Word of God, even thoughrhay not do so immediately. He
may at first be so blinded by the devil that heidw&s he is right. Finally, however,
God’s Word convinces him that he was wrong, anah the humbly asks forgiveness,
while a hypocrite persists as long as he can irclidien that he has done right.

Many preachers picture the Christian as a persanduaes not fear death. That is a
serious misrepresentation, because the great tyapdrChristians are afraid to die. If a
Christian does not fear death and declares tha heady to die at any time, God has
bestowed a special grace upon him. Some have egordkis sentiment before their
physician told them that they would not live anotight, but after that they were
seized with a terrible fear.

Do not, for God's sake, draw a false picture oftai€lian; but whenever you have
drawn the picture of a Christian, see whether yanurecognize yourself in that picture.

Even pride in a very pronounced form can crop owt Christian, and that is one of
the worst vices, because it is a transgressiohefirst Commandment. By nature we
are all proud; only one is more strongly inclinedthat sin than another. Persons of a
choleric temperament, possessing what is callécbagwill and great energy, as a rule,
have a great deal of self-confidence and expedrstto show them reverential regard
— a result of abominable pride. This sin sometim@gps out even in true Christians.
Observe the disciples of the Lord quarreling witle @nother about who was the great-
est among them. If this incident had not been aExdin the Bible, we could hardly be-
lieve that the apostles quarreled like childrenualtbeir superiority and that the mother
of Zebedee’s sons requested that one of them lbeglk the right and the other at the
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left hand of the Lord. From the account in Luke gegher that the disciples were ill at
ease during this quarrel because they knew that¢baduct was shameful, and when
the Lord rebuked them, they felt so deeply ashathatthey would have liked to hide
themselves.

Again, it is wholly incorrect and false to pictutee Christian as being always fer-
vent in prayer and as if praying were his mostished occupation. It is not so; it takes
much struggling on the part of the Christian to snlakn fit for prayer, fervent in it, and
confident that he will really obtain from God wiat is praying for. That is the reason
why the Lord’s Prayer, which is recited so ofteas been called the greatest martyr on
earth. Christians are no exception to the ruleeTfua person, as a rule, merely babbles
the Lord’s Prayer, without knowing what he is sayihe is certainly not a Christian. A
Christian who becomes aware of his lack of attentioring prayer feels deeply humili-
ated and promptly starts the Lord’s Prayer oveimagidhough there are times when the
Christians’ flesh and blood are forced into thekgaound and they feel as if they were
dissolving in happiness, as if they were in heaaath conversing with God, they never-
theless retain their natural flesh and blood.

Christians are even tempted with the desire to giotn Merchants, in particular,
are in great danger of turning misers. If they weo¢ warned and admonished, they
would be dragged into perdition as if caught imars, and would be lost forever.

In judging any person, it is of decisive importartoeknow whether he loves the
Word of God and his Savior or whether he is hardeare leads a shameful life. There
are people who want to make a show of great sgrmtivoiding conversation, raising
their eyes piously to heaven, citing Scripture cardlly, and reading their Bible in
leisure hours, preferably in retirement, in ordeimhpress people with their exemplary
Christianity. By this show “the heavenly prophessicceeded in deceiving good Me-
lanchthon. We must not think that only those amne €hristians who make a display of
godliness. | do not assert that every one of tipesple is an unchristian, but | am sure
that such as are wholly given to the aforementigmedtises are miserable hypocrites.
Read the gospels and note how the disciples caewvessth the Lord and how they
acted in His presence. They expressed their milaislyy even John, the beloved disci-
ple. Christ did not for that reason denounce thenureconverted, but treated them as
converted people who, however, still carried atpreigorous portion of the Old Adam
with them.

You may, in your sermons, refer to actionsstobng or exceptionallyfaithful Chris-
tians. It will not harm your hearers to think thia¢y have not yet attained to such a de-
gree of faithfulness; it will rather prove an intga to them to make better progress in
their Christianity.

When new members are to be received into the cgagom and you have to talk to
them, you must not regard them as godless, uncmavpeople if they do not immedi-
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ately engage in a religious conversation with ybloere are people who cling to their
Savior, but are unable to talk much about thethfalthough on other topics they may
be ready talkers. Others, again, may not have neMplrience as regards spiritual af-
fairs and for that reason may not be able to saghmu

In conclusion let me submit a citation from LutlseChurch Postil. He says (St. L.
Ed. XII, 911 ff.): “That explains why St. Paul admishes his Christians to such an ex-
tent as to make it appear as though he were ovegdpifor in all his epistles he is so
determined about inculcating these matters upom the if they were so stupid and ig-
norant, so inattentive and forgetful, that of thelmss they did not know them and
would not do them, but only on being told and urgedio them. He knows that, al-
though Christians have made a beginning of faithae at that stage where they are to
show forth the fruits of their faith, still they & not yet done so, nor have they finished
their task. Accordingly, it will not do to think drsay that it is sufficient to preach the
doctrine to them and that, where the Spirit anthfare at work, the fruits of faith and
good works will follow of themselves. For thoughetBpirit is present and, as Christ
says, operates in believers and makes them wilstilg the flesh, on the other hand, is
also present, and the flesh is always weak ang;tardreover, the devil never rests, but
tries, by tribulations and temptations, to cause @hristian to slip and fall because of
the weakness of his flesh, etc.

“For this reason we must not treat our hearer§thgy were in no need of being ad-
monished and urged by God’s Word to lead a goéily Beware of negligence and lazi-
ness in discharging this duty! For the flesh igtgld enough to obey the spirit, as Paul
says, Gal. 5, 17: ‘The flesh lusteth against thatsp.. so that ye cannot do the things
that ye would.” Therefore God must act like a gaod diligent manager of an estate or
magistrate who has a lazy servant or slothful @ffscunder him, although in other re-
spects they are not unfaithful or wicked. Such @ st not think that, when he has is-
sued one or two orders, the task that he wants doamecomplished; he must be contin-
ually after his workmen and urge them to do thearky

“Likewise, we have not yet reached the point whaue flesh and blood would be
active and leap forward with sheer joy and delighdo good works and obey God, such
as our spirit desires and our faith demands; omcdmérary, with all our incessant urging
and prodding we can scarcely get them to move. \Whbatd happen if we were to quit
our admonitions and our urging and assume — as sacyre spirits do — that every-
body knows well enough what he has to do, haviraychis duties recited to him so
many years and having even taught them to oth&r&, kebelieve that, if preaching and
admonition were to cease for a year, we shouldrbecsorse than the worst heathen.”
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