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TWENTIETH EVENING LECTURE.
(February 27, 1885.)

MY FRIENDS., —

When a place has been assigned to a Lutheran eaadititheology where he is to
discharge the office of a Lutheran minister, thiaice ought to be to him the dearest,
most beautiful, and most precious spot on earthslteild be unwilling to exchange it
for a kingdom. Whether it is in a metropolis orirsmall town, on a bleak prairie or in a
clearing in the forest, in a flourishing settlementin a desert, to him it should be a
miniature paradise. Do not the blessed angels dddoem heaven with great joy when-
ever the Father in heaven sends them to ministéro®e who are to be heirs of salva-
tion? Why, then, shouldie poor sinners be unwilling to hurry after them wgfteat joy
to any place where we can lead other men, ourdedioners, to salvation?

However, though great be the joy of a young, needijed pastor on entering his
parish, there should be in him an equally greatesiness and determination to do all
he can to save every soul entrusted to him. Fretyugkmay seem to him that the ma-
jority, if not all members, of his congregation atél blind, dead, unconverted people.
That observation must not make him morose or disgmihim, but rather fill him with
an ardent desire to rouse them out of spirituatrddaough the divine means of grace
and make them living Christians. In spite of thgildee should take up his work in the
power of faith. If he observes that some membersiohew charge are even living in
manifest shame and vice, he must not despair, daut ib mind that he has a powerful
Word by which he can make an effort to liberateséhslaves of sin. If he observes that
his congregation is on a low level as regards tienkedge of salvation, that his people
are still sadly ignorant of what the Gospel re@lyhe must cheerfully resolve to take up
the task of instructing the poor, ignorant peoplthwwatience and zeal, until they will
see the light. Or he may notice that there are lpaoghis congregation who are sincere,
but disposed by their Pietistic schooling to bealstic, who, therefore, regard some
things as sinful that are not sinful. In that chsemust resolve to forego exercising his
Christian liberty lest he offend souls that regasdsin something that he feels free to do.
On the other hand, he may discover in his congi@gatembers of an Antinomian ten-
dency, who are inclined to go too far in the exarf their Christian liberty, because
they are not accustomed to have the Law preach#gbio in its severity. In such a case
he must not decide forthwith to oppose them withhel force and preach nothing but
the sternest Law to them for a whole year. No, listrgo after them gently and gradu-
ally make them see the stern demands of the LamthécApostle Paul says concerning
himself: “I am made all things to all men that Ighi by all means save some.” | Cor. 9,
22. This statement he wants every servant of Ctuitike to heart. Its import is that a
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minister must not be satisfied with merely proclagnthe truth; he must proclaim the
truth so as to meet the needs of his people. Helhaag to defer saying many things un-
til his people have gained confidence in him argtéaching and he knows that he may
frankly tell them anything without fear of repeljrthem. Briefly, he must resolve to
turn his congregation from a dreary desert intmarishing garden of God.

Again, he may make the very cheering discovery thast of the members of his
congregation are old, tried, believing, and ac@eistians and that there are only a few
who make the impression of being unconverted. &t ttase he must resolve, before
anything else, to bring the unconverted to Ch@stcourse, he must make up his mind
also in due time to give to those well-groundedhia truth the strong meat which they
need.

A pitiful object is the young minister who entergom his office with the thought
that his days of hard labor and toil are over, ttahas now entered a haven of rest and
peace, which he decides to enjoy since now hesiswin boss and need not take orders
from any person in the world. Equally as pitiabtethe attitude to the sacred office
which | have just sketched is that of the minist&o looks upon his office as his craft,
or trade, and resolves to prepare for himself a,rdcomfortable parish by being careful
not to make enemies and doing everything to makeisapeople his friends. These un-
happy individuals plan to employ spiritual assetstemporal profit. They are not true
ministers of Christ, and on the Last Day He wilf $athem: “I never knew you; depart
from Me, ye that work iniquity.” Matt. 7, 23.

But blessed is the minister who starts his offigiakk on the very first day with the
determination to do everything that the grace ofl @il enable him to do in order that
not a soul in his congregation shall be lost byfaidt. Such a one resolves that by the
grace of God he will do all he can, so that, whenday comes for him to put down his
shepherd’s staff, he may be able to say, as Yaidtto His Father: Here | am and those
that Thou gavest me, and none of them is lost. Everblood of those who shall stand
on the left side of the judgment-seat, he resolstesll not be on his hands.

But now the question arises: What is the matteshoéf concern to a minister who
wants to attain this glorious object? He must agpihahe Lord with heartfelt prayer and
earnest entreaties in behalf of his congregatiah amen preaching the Word of God
with great zeal publicly and privately, jointly severally, rightly divide the Word of
Truth. For that is what Paul demands 2 Tim. 2,sHying: “Study to show thyself ap-
proved unto God a workman that needeth not to banasd, rightly dividing the Word
of Truth.”

During your present year at the Seminary this ¥eiryg, you know, is the subject of
our study — the proper division of the Word of GotlLaw and Gospel. These two are
the cardinal doctrines of all the Holy Scripturediich are made up of these two. Any
passage of Scripture, yea, any historical factrogmbin Scripture can be classified as
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belonging either to the Law or to the Gsopel. Ne should be permitted to graduate
from a school of theology who is unable to deteemihether in any compound clause
of Scripture the protasis is Law and the apodosisp@l,or vice versa. It is your duty to
become perfectly clear on this subject.

Many things might still be said in discussion oé thinth thesis, but we must not
tarry at this thesis any longer if we wish to finikie series.

Thesis X.

In the sixth place, the Word of God is not righdiwided when the preacher
describes faith in a manner as if the mere inertegptance of truths, even while a
person in living in mortal sins, renders that persaoghteous in the sight of God and
saves him; or as if faith makes a person rightemud saves him for the reason that it
produces in him love and reformation of his modkvofg.

This evening we shall consider the first part af thesis, which refers to a mingling
of Law and Gospel that occurs chiefly in the Rorftdnurch and which is the principal
reason why that Church declines Luther and hisrohactLuther, you know, taught that
good works do not save a person, but only faithhout good works. From this rejec-
tion of good work, papists draw the inference thather must have been a wicked man
because he taught that to get to heaven, man sbalydelieve and need not do any
good works. However, that is by no means Lutheostiihe. Luther taught the exact
contrary. True, he did not say that, to be savgmraon must have faith and, in addition
to that, good works, or love; but he did teach thase who would be saved must have a
faith that produces love spontaneously and is fruitfudaod worksThat does not mean
that faith saves on account of love which springsnfit, but that the faith which the
Holy Spirit creates and which cannot but do goodke&qustifies because it clings to the
gracious promises of Christ and because it layd bChrist. It is active in good works
because it is genuine faith. The believer needahatl be exhorted to do good works;
his faith does them automatically. The believerag@s in good works, not from a sense
of duty, in return for the forgiveness of his sibst chiefly because he cannot help do-
ing them. It is altogether impossible that gendenth should not break forth from the
believer’s heart in works of love. But this is atteaof which papists have no inkling.
They imagine a person may have true faith andiyetih mortal sin. Therefore they
sneer at the teaching that faith saves and callfine religion,” meaning that it is the
worst and most wicked religion that has ever beganted.

However, it never entered Luther's mind to teaclaith that believes what the
Church believes, as the papists do. For they canmdtthe notion of faith the idea that
it is a conviction that the teaching of their Churs right. Hence in their view any one
who has that conviction has the true faith, althotigey add that such a person does not
immediately enter heaven at his death. Among tmeimbers, people may be fornica-
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tors, adulterers, drunkards, thieves, and yet loel ghristians.

Gal. 5, 6 we readn Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth amyghnor uncir-
cumcision, but faith which worketh by lovéde inefficiency of a faith that fails to work
by love is not due to a lack of love, but to thetfdnat it is not real, honest faith. Love
must not be added to faith but grow out of it. Aitfiul tree does not produce fruit by
somebody’s order, but because, while there isityitad it and it is not dried up, it must
produce fruit spontaneously. Faith is such a titgeroves its vitality by bearing fruit. It
Is withered when it falls to bring forth fruit. Teein, likewise, need not be told to shine,
it will continue shining till judgment Day withowiny one’s issuing orders to do it. Faith
IS such a sun.

Acts 15, 9 records an effect of the mission-workhe early Church thussod put
no difference between (ihe Jewsjand them[the Gentiles]purifying their hearts by
faith. A person who claims to have a firm faith whichvaé never abandon, but who
still has an impure heart, must be told that hie igreat darkness; for he has no faith at
all. You may regard all the doctrines that are phed in the Lutheran Church as true,
but if your heart is still in its old condition,lléd with the love of sin, if you still act
contrary to your conscience, your whole faith isrensham. Yours is not the faith of
which the Holy Spirit speaks when He uses the Wiaidh” in the Scriptures; for that
faith — the genuine article — purifies the heart.

Christ says, John 5, 4ltow can ye believe, which receive honor one offsraand
seek not the honor that cometh from God ofin?awful verdict is pronounced in these
words by the Savior on those who seek honor from: tieey have no faith. It is one of
the fruits of faith that from the moment it begitesgrow up in the heart it gives all
honor to God alone. When the believer does redeorers from men, he is inwardly
convinced that he has not merited them and sa@®th —

Whate’er of good this life of mine
Has shown, is altogether Thine,

thus returning to God any honor bestowed upon Airperson without faith, on finding
himself lowered or despised, at once becomes degfeand morose because he is not
getting what he seeks. There are preachers otdinisvho enter their pulpit under the
dominant influence of an ambitious passion and tiekled when people who may be
altogether unqualified to appraise them admirevtbaderful delivery of such a young
preacher and predict a great future for him. Hedithat better than when one slips him
a ten-dollar bill, although he will accept that td&ut jesting aside! We are all haughty,
proud, and ambitious, and this noxious vice camlipgen from our hearts only by the
Holy Ghost. But we never become rid of it entiredy; evil root remains in the heart. A
believer, when noticing this thing in himself, aboates it, reprobates himself, feels
ashamed of himself, and asks God to deliver hirmftbese abominable notions of
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pride.

The truth of this statement is beyond questiontferSavior’s words are in the form
of a rhetorical question and signify: You canndidwe; for these two, seeking honor of
men and believing, are simply incompatible. Theante of faith into the heart has the
effect of making the believer humble in the preseotGod and men. Lest we despair
when listening in occasionally on our own heart, mwast not forget that a poison-root
of vanity remains in our heart; but as soon aggifs to stir up vain thoughts in us, we
must fight it. A person who does not fight his tgiriias no faith and is not a Christian.

We read in | John 5, Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world; tinlis
the victory that overcometh the world, even outhfalccordingly, a person in his old
nature and not born of God, a person who still $othe world and seeks his heart’s sat-
isfaction in its folly and vanity, has no faithyffaith overcomes the world.

Jas. 2, 1 the apostle sajy brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesumsi€t,
the Lord of glory,wITH RESPECTOF PERSONS Preferring the rich, because of their
wealth, to the poor means respecting people’s peesad that is something which faith
will not tolerate. The tendency to do this leaves heart with the entrance of faith; for
the believer views every one, not as far as hisquality is concerned, but in his rela-
tion to God. To him a poor beggar, having beeneet by the blood of the Son of
God, is worth as much as a king or an emperor.

Such are the miracles which faith works in our tsear

Now, to represent justifying and saving faith as itmert mental act of regarding cer-
tain matters as true, which can coexist with mosta] means to treat faith as a work
which man can produce in himself and preserve mshlf even while sinning. True
faith is a treasure which only the Holy Spirit dastow.

The Council of Trent, you know, was convened a fe@nths before Luther’s death
for the purpose of healing the wounds which theoReétion had dealt the Papacy. The
Council put its seal on all errors which in the isguof time had been adopted by the
Roman Church, but presented them in a subtler mahaa had been done by most of
the theologians of that age. The Roman theolograat$ reproduces the following de-
cree which theCouncil of Trentpassed in its sixth session: “In defense of thendi
Law, which excommunicates not only unbelievers, dab believers, namely, such as
are fornicators, adulterers, pederasts, drunkasbbers, and all who commit mortal sin,
it must be firmly maintained that the Gospel, graaghteousness, and the forgiveness
of sin may be lost, not only by unbelief, by whieith itself is lost, but also by any
other mortal sinalthough faith is not lost by such sirnThe Council admits that a per-
son who turns unbeliever loses faith. An egregimuth, indeed! It is inserted for the
purpose of blinding and misleading men. It teadchas salvation may be forfeited while
faith is not lost; which is quite correct when aeglto the religion opapists;for the
most depraved Catholic can be the best membereo€#iholic Church. According to
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the religion of Rome there can be believing thieuesieving fornicators, believing
adulterers and pederasts, believing misers, drdskdrlasphemers, and robbers. Ob-
serve that these unfortunate people have no caoonept what faith is. If they had an
inkling of it, they would see that wicked men cantraly believe, cannot have a gen-
uine faith. At the same time they would see thatltbhtheran Church does not believe
what they think it believes. Far from placing gaearks in the background, the doctrine
of the Lutheran Church points to the true souroenfivhich good works must spring.
For a person who by the Holy Spirit and the grac&ad has obtained a living confi-
dence in Christ cannot abide in sin. His faith gemand purifies his heart.

It is scarcely believable that from another angke €alvinists have fallen into the
same error. We read in tiieecrees of the Synod of Dochap. V:3-8: “Because of the
remnants of sin dwelling in them, moreover, becaitbe temptations of the world and
Satan, the converted cannot abide in grace wheioldéeir own natural resources. But
God is faithful and mercifully confirms them in tigeace bestowed on them and keeps
them in the same until the end. However, althodghgower of God which confirms
and keeps true believers in grace is too greaétoviercome by their flesh, nevertheless
the converted are not always urged and moved byiGedch a manner that in certain,
particular acts they do not depart from the guidasfograce nor are seduced by the lusts
of the flesh to obey them. For this reason theytroostinually watch and pray lest they
be led into temptation. If they fail to do thisethmay not only by the flesh, the world,
and Satan be hurried into grievous and awful smg,occasionally thegre hurried into
such sins by a just permissive providence of Gadtahces of this kind are tlike-
plorable fall of David, Peter, and other saintghich are recorded in Scripture. How-
ever, by such heinous sins they greatly offendresg&od, incur mortal guilt, grieve the
Holy Spirit, interruptthe exercise of faitfimark: only the exercise of faith, not faith it-
self], grossly violate their conscience, and oanaally lose theconsciousnessf their
faith for a season; until they return to the riglaty by earnest repentance and God again
makes His fatherly countenance to shine upon ti@mnbecause of His unalterable de-
cree of predestination, God, who is rich in medngs not entirely take His Holy Spirit
away from His own in such deplorable instances, dwgs He permit them to lapse to a
point where they would fall from the grace of thi®jption to sonship and from the state
of being justified— For, in the first place, He preserves in theat tmperishable seed
of His out of which they were born again, so thatannot be lost or driven out from
them. Furthermore, He renews them certainly anecafally unto repentance by the
Word and His Spirit, in order that in conformitytiviGod they may heartily grieve over
the sins they committed (by His permission), mathweiontrite heart pray for, and ob-
tain by their faith, forgiveness in the blood oétNediator, recover the feeling of the
grace of God reconciled with them, worship His rngdyg faith, and thereafter manifest
greater zeal in working out their salvation witaf@nd trembling. Thus they obtain, not
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by their own merit and strength, but through theecgrus compassion of God, this boon,
that they daot entirely fall from faith and grace nor remaimtheir fall till the end and
be lost.”

The first proof cited for this view is taken fromdbhn 3, 9. “Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin; for his seed remainethim; and he cannot sin because he is
born of God.” This does not mean that the convertethot lose the seed. It means that,
while the seed is in them, it has this effect theeéeps them from living in mortal sin.

The Calvinists, then, claim that, when David becamedulterer and even commit-
ted murder, he did not lose either his faith orghece of God, but his faith merely with-
drew somewhat, so that he could not exercise @t Was all. He did not fall from grace
or lose his faith, they claim, so that he would éngone to perdition if he had died in
that condition.

This is an awful doctrine. Men who believe it wilbt worry about repenting when
they have committed such crimes as adultery andlenuwwhen Cromwell, the miscre-
ant, who sentenced his liege, the king, to deathimstituted murderous and bloody tri-
als throughout England, was at the point of ddaghbecame alarmed. Summoning his
chaplain, he asked him whether a person who had been a believer could lose his
faith, which the miserable chaplain negatived. Grath thereupon concluded that all
was well with him, because he knew that once uppme he had been a believer. Re-
membering the profound impressions which the Wdré&od had made upon him at
certain times in his life, he relied on the aborbleacomfort which his chaplain offered
him, viz., that, since he had had faith once, he still ha@ihts instance shows the awful
effect of this doctrine of the Calvinists.

Let me now present a testimony from our own Combass namely, from th&mal-
cald Articles,Part Ill, Art. 1ll, 8§ 42—-45 (Mueller, p. 324tigl. Conc.,p. 491): “On the
other hand, if certain sectarists would arise, som@hom are perhaps already extant
and in the time of the insurrection [of the peaspoame to my own view, holding that
those who had once received the Spirit or the ¥ergss of sins or had become believ-
ers, even though they should afterwards sin, wetilidremain in the faith and such sin
would not harm them, and [hence] crying thus: ‘Daatever you please; if you believe,
it all amounts to nothing; faith blots out all sinstc., — they say, besides, that if any
one sins after he has received faith and the Speihever truly had the Spirit and faith:
| have had before me many such insane men, arat tHat in some such a devil is still
lurking. [Mark Luther says this view issues frone fthevil. ]

“It is, accordingly, necessary to know and to tet@t, when holy men, still having
and feeling original sin, also daily repenting ofdastriving with it, happen to fall into
manifest sins [that is, sins which do not remaahden in the heart], as David into adul-
tery, murder and blasphemy, that then faith andtbly Ghost has departed from them
[they cast out faith and the Holy Ghost]. For th@yHGhost does not permit sin to have
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dominion, to gain the upper hand, so as to be aplisined, but represses and restrains
it, so that it must not do what it wishes. Buttiloes what it wishes, the Holy Ghost and
faith are certainly not present. For St. John saySpistle. 3, 9: ‘Whosoever is born of
God doth not commit sin. . . . and he cannot dmd yet it is also the truth when the
same St. John says, | Epistle. 1, 8: ‘If we say Wehave no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us.” “

David had ceased to be a prophet enlightened biftthe Spirit and a child of God
when he fell into sin. Had he died in those dayswould have gone to perdition. Yea,
that could have happened to him during the enter pefore Nathan came to preach re-
pentance to him; for David had pronounced the mha had committed the crime nar-
rated by Nathan a doomed man, when Nathan told‘flin@qu art the man,” and showed
him that he had uttered his own sentence: if hendtdturn from his iniquity, he would
go to hell and be damned.

The light of faith can be extinguished not only drpss sins, but by any wilful, in-
tentional sin. Accordingly, defection from faith aaecs far oftener than we imagine.
Faith ceases not only in those who lead a lifehafse, but also in such as permit them-
selves to be led astray against their better knbgdeand the warning of their con-
science. They plan to do a certain thing and cautytheir purpose, although they know
that it is contrary to God’s Word. In such instas¢aith becomes extinct; however, the
person caught in this snare promptly recoversdith if he promptly arrests himself in
his wrong-doing, as the instance of Peter showtrléed not harden himself. When the
glance of Jesus met his eyes, he went out and bvisgtly. That glance made him re-
pent of his sin, causing him to realize the engrmoit his offense and the unspeakable
greatness of his Lord’s mercy. It seemed to sagpfHPeter, repent!” and pierced his
heart like a dagger. Happy the man who, afternigjlirises at once, immediately, and
does not delay his repentance, lest he arrivesteigee where his heart is hardened.

In conclusion | shall submit a testimony from LutBewritings. In 1536 a certain
minister sent a commentary which he had writtethenFirst Epistle of John to the fac-
ulty at Wittenberg with the request that it be exsed as to its fithess for publication.
The commentary contained the error that the electad lose the Holy Spirit even when
they lapse into conscious sinning and gross vicether declared himself opposed to
the publication of the commentary and wrote a thgichl opinion on the point under
review, which was signed by the other members efféiculty. It is found in his works,
(St. L. Ed. X, 1706 ff.L.uthersays: “When a person sins against his consci¢hnaeis,
when he knowingly and intentionally acts contrary@od, as, for instance, an adulterer
or any other criminal, who knowingly does wrong,isiewhile consciously persisting in
his intention, without repentance and faith andsdoet please God. For example, while
a person keeps the wife of another man, it is neghthat he is void of repentance, faith,
and holiness. For the faith by which we are madhteious must be associated with a
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good conscience. It is absolutely impossible festhtwo things to coexist in a person,
viz., faith that trusts in God and a wicked purposeasrit is also called, an evil con-
science. Faith and the worship of God are deliaffsers; a very slight wound inflicted
on the conscience may drive out faith and prayeerf¥tried Christian frequently is put
through this experience.

“Accordingly, Paul joins two requisites of a Chiast in 1 Tim. 1, 5, saying: ‘Now,
the end of the commandment is charity out of a et and of a good conscience and
of faith unfeigned’; again, in v. 19: ‘Holding faitand a good conscience’; again,
chap.3, 9 ‘Holding the mystery of faith in a pum@nscience,’ etc. These and kindred
passages, to be cited anon, serve notice that vihere is not a good conscience, there
is no faith and no holiness.

“Therefore, while only faith in our Savior JesusriShobtains the grace of justifica-
tion, i.e., while he who believes has forgiveness of his aimg is accepted with God,
still he must drop his former evil intentions, $@ittthere is in him the beginning of a
good conscience. Now, where there is faith andag gonscience, there certainly is the
Holy Spirit; and yet the justified do not rest theonfidence on their own worthiness or
good conscience, but on Christ. Hence we conclrada Christ’s promise that we have
been received into grace for His sake and may offerprayers to God acceptably, as
John says, 1 Ep. 3, 20 ff.: ‘If our heart conderan.u we have confidence toward God,
and whatsoever we ask we receive of Him.” Althotlggre remains in the saints sin, in-
born depravity, evil propensities; although theyrdd with full earnestness fear God
and trust in Him, — which are indeed great sins immdt not be regarded as trifling de-
fects, — still these weaknesses are to be distingai and placed far away from con-
scious and intentional sinning and wicked purposdsch make the conscience un-
clean. These latter sins do not coexist with hgnén this connection we must not dis-
cuss predestination, but the wrath of God whictei®aled in His Word, and then seek
grace after our fall.

“The sins into which the elect fall take away thealiness and drive the Holy Spirit
from them. This is quite evident, first, in AdamdaBve, who were elect, but miserably
lost their holiness and the Holy Spirit neverthgles that by the discomfiture of these
first men all their descendants have become feshdesinful by nature. Had they not
been raised up again, they would have remained earfanever. In the mean time they
were verily under the wrath of God. These happenarg not sham events; for in clear
terms St. Paul says, Rom. 5, 12: ‘By one man stared into the world and death by
sin.” Death plainly signifies damnation, and whaattis everybody knows. Likewise,
when David had slept with the wife of Uriah and lwaadised her godly husband to be
slain, etc., he was under the wrath of God andltstchis holiness and the Holy Spirit
until he was converted again. Many similar instanoeght be rehearsed.

“The truth of what | have stated is clearly esitdid from the following passages: 1
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John 3, 7 f.: ‘Let no man deceive you; he that doghteousness is righteous, even as
He is righteous. He that committeth sin is of tle®id’ For instance, when David per-
mitted his heart to be set on fire with the flaroé#ordinate desire and lost his stabil-
ity, he was urged on by the devil, who, after cargqg him through the first sin, drove
him to still greater sins, murder, etc. That thdyHgpirit had been driven out of David’s
heart is evident from the words of Paul in | Cqr96.: ‘Adulterers shall not inherit the
kingdom of God.” He is speaking of adultery thasidl continuing; while an adulterer
persists in his purpose, he is not an heir of thgdom of Christ. Consequently, he is
not righteous and holy, nor has he the Holy SpBiecause of these things,’ says Paul
in Eph. 5, 6, ‘cometh the wrath of God on the alefdof disobedience.’ In Rom. 8, 13
Paul introduces a distinction that must be madengnsms; he says: ‘If ye live after the
flesh, ye shall die; but if ye, through the Spidib, mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall
live.” Now, it is manifest that Paul in this paseggyeaches for saints and teaches them
how they may remain holy, namely, by resisting rtheiil inclinations. On the other
hand, he says: ‘If ye live after the flesh, ye ktad’; that is, If you yield to your evil in-
clinations, you are again under the wrath of Godthat is what he means by dying. In
Ezek. 33, 13 ff. we read, in effect: Whenever tigateous does evil, his righteousness
shall not be remembered; and whenever the wickex tand does good, his sins shall
be forgotten. This is a clear text; it proves tiat righteous, when falling into sin know-
ingly and intentionally, is no longer righteous.Rev. 2, 14 the Holy Spirit reproves the
church at Pergamos for tolerating false doctrind fomnication, of which things He
says: ‘I hate them.” Now, when God is angry witlmgoone, that person is not holy and
accepted with Him, etc. And among those who webelked at Pergamos there were,
without doubt, elect and non-elect.”

“On the ground of these and many other testimotiiesSChurch has always taught
with unanimity that, when a saint knowingly and gmsely acts contrary to God’s com-
mand, he is no longer a saint, but has lost the faith and cast away the Holy Spirit.
But if he turns again, God will keep the gracioaghowvhich He has sworn, saying: ‘As |
live, | have no pleasure in the death of the wighed that the wicked turn from his way
and live.” Accordingly, for Christ's sake God takia®se people who turn to Him back
into His grace and rekindles in their hearts the tfaith through the Gospel and His
Holy Spirit. He has not commanded us to inquirstfiwhether we have been predesti-
nated, but it is sufficient for us to know that vgbever perseveres unto the end in re-
pentance and faith is certainly elect and will beesl, as Christ says: ‘He that perse-
vereth unto the end, the same shall be saved!”

How dare a person come before God with an evil@ense and praise Him in ful-
some strains for the forgiveness of his sins? Gitldeject him together with his prayer.
Such a person cares not for God, because he psrfmsentinue in his sin; how, then,
can he engage in intimate converse with God?ilhpossible. Suppose some one were
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to come to you and acknowledge that he has treaieadshamefully. But he wants to
continue treating you that way; and yet he dedheas you forgive him. Would you do
it? Of course not. We would consider a person iesano would talk like this: “I want
to be forgiven, but | want to continue doing foratth am asking forgiveness. As often
as | meet you, | shall insult you; but | want youdrgive me.” Now, that is just the way
God is treated by men who want to take comfortigiercy while continuing in sin.

Luther speaks of the impossibility of joining faittith an evil conscience. Con-
science is a damaging witness, which makes usaliuhouth when we start to explain
any intentional wrong-doing. We are all indeed psianers; but when we undertake to
sin purposely, our conscience warns us that wermeenies of God and intend to remain
such. It tells us when we start to call upon Gaat the do not mean to come to God at
all. Faith is, in this respect, a very tender thiwwbich is easily wounded.

It is not the manifest enormity of their sin thasts such people out of their state of
grace and puts out the heavenly light of theihfdiut the attitude of their heart towards
their sin. When | am suddenly overtaken by sin, @wdives me; He is not angry with
me and does not charge that sin against me. St€hlanot extinguish faith. Or it may
be that | am rushed into sin by my temperament. mat want to sin, but | have been ir-
ritated to such an extent that, before | know hale sinned. That is not a mortal sin,
which would take me out of the state of grace. Bben a person persists in his sin
against his conscience, though he knows it to &®,aand continues sinning purposely
for a long time, he no longer has faith and carindy pray to God; the Holy Spirit
leaves his heart, for another spirit, the eviligpiules in it, whom the sinner has admit-
ted into his heart. To him the Holy Spirit yieldsshblace and departs.

A Christian can notice that, when he yields toisithe very least, his trust in God is
promptly diminished. He also feels that, if he does turn back on the spot, sin will
rule him and he will be unfit to believe. In sucloments the Christian goes down on his
knees and calls upon God with tears, — though ithabt an essential part of repen-
tance, — saying: “Thou knowest, Oh God, that | dbwant to sin,” as Peter declared
to Christ: “Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou kmest that | love Thee.” John 21, 17.
Peter could call upon the Lord as his witness. k@@ good conscience, be could say to
Christ: “Thou canst look into my heatrt; is it not?sWhy, then, dost Thou ask me?” That
is the language every Christian must be able towlssn speaking to God: “My God,
Thou knowest that | do not want to sin, and yeinlsanning. Thou knowest that | have
become an enemy to sin.”

Hence the second requisite which Paul wants tarsegery Christian is true love,
love that proceeds from faith unfeigned. Faith igrfed is not a painted, but a real, liv-
ing, genuine faith of the heart.

Faith and good conscience must be companions. gopethat has no good con-
science certainly is without faith. Of such peofble apostle says that they have “made
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shipwreck concerning faith,” I Tim. 1, 19; they leagast the precious treasure of faith
overboard.

Even after our conversion we lack the true feaGofl, and all our sins are great
sins. Even the so-called sins of weakness of wthielrighteous cannot rid themselves
must not be regarded as a paltry matter. Althobgly o not extinguish faith, they are
no jest.

Luther’s rejection of the sinner’s appeal to préiksion is meant as a warning to us
not to reason ourselves into a state of securittherground that we simply shall have
to go to heaven because we are predestinate Thw ofajhe syllogism is true: Who-
ever is predestinated will certainly go to heavut there is no evidence for the minor,
viz, whether the party indulging in the above reaspng predestinated. If a person
lives in sin and continues that kind of life, tissa sign that he is not predestinated. Not
as though God did not want to have him on any augdaut because He foresaw that
His grace would be misapplied by this or that witkerson.

Nobody can question that Adam and Eve were eladtyat they fell, lost the image
of God, the Holy Spirit, their holiness, in shatverything. But they repented and were
thus restored to a state of grace.

As soon as faith is lost through some mortal $ir, grace of God is also lost, and
such a person becomes a child of death and damn&temay return to faith and ulti-
mately be saved, but in the interval he was naeased, but an utterly miserable, lost
creature.

A person with whom God is angry or whom He hateads accepted with Him.
There may have been elect persons in the congoegatiPergamos. But God hated also
these elect persons and was angry with them becéuséhe time being, they had
driven His grace, faith, and the Holy Spirit outtloéir hearts.
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