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NINTEENTH EVENING LECTURE.
(February 20, 1885.)

One of the most important of the many doctrindiedénces that were discussed dur-
ing the first half of the eighteenth century betwélee so-called Pietists and the Ortho-
doxists was this: the Pietists — disciples, though altogether faithful disciples, you
know, of Spener, August Herman Francke, and JobabJRambach — held that any
one unable to state the exact day and hour whe&rake&onverted and entered into grace
was certainly not a true Christian and could bereégd as such neither by himself nor
by others. The Orthodoxists denied this.

Now, it is indeed true that conversion does notiirega day or an hour, but only a
moment. For according to the Holy Scriptures maghing else than the quickening out
of spiritual death unto spiritual life, or the turg out of the broad way leading nether-
ward and into the narrow way leading upward, ortthasfer from the kingdom of the
devil to the kingdom of Jesus Christ, the Son ofl GRince there is no intermediary way
between the small way leading upward and the bweadleading downward nor an in-
termediary kingdom between the kingdom of Satantaadkingdom of Christ, any per-
son is either spiritually dead or spiritually alive traveling either on the narrow or on
the broad way, and is either in the kingdom of deShrist or in the kingdom of the
devil. In other words, a person is either convededot; there is no intermediary state.

True, Holy Scripture presents some instances of wiem could actually name, to
the day and hour, the time when they were convea&abd and obtained grace. Let me
cite a few of these. The first human beings, whbdie the first day of their existence,
were also converted again on that same day. Byinge#te promise of the Woman’s
Seed, that was to bruise the Serpent’s head, th&y at once from their fall and ob-
tained grace, righteousness, life, and salvatimmc€rning David, who spent an entire
year after his fall in carnal security, we knoweltise that, when the prophet Nathan
came to him to reprove him for his awful sin, hedmae terrified and confessed his sin.
Immediately the prophet told him: “The Lord hatht pway thy sin; thou shalt not die.”
2 Sam. 12, 13. In that moment David was convedad,he praised and magnified God,
in the words of the Thirty-second Psalm, for thegyificeness of his sins. — Saul, the per-
secutor of Christians was vouchsafed great merognwthe Lord appeared to him in
person. On hearing that terrible address: “Saull|, S&y persecutest thou Me?” he col-
lapsed and cried: “Who art Thou, Lord?” The Lor&titbim: “I am Jesus, whom thou
persecutest. It is hard for thee to kick against piicks.” In that moment Saul lay
crushed before the Lord and became a child of @d@hosen vessel unto Him.” For
two or three days later he arose and, filled witd Spirit and with power, began to
preach Christ Crucified. Acts 9. Concerning thee¢éhthousand who listened to the first
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Christian sermon on Pentecost, we hear that theg wecked in their hearts when the
apostle charged them with the murder of Christ. tBetmoment they were told to be-
lieve in the Lord Jesus they received power from Holy Spirit and believed. Lastly,
we read of the conversion of the jailer at Philippithe same night in which he had
given two disciples of the Lord, Paul and Silag, thuel treatment of putting their feet
in the stocks in the inner prison; in the same mnighwhich, during the earthquake, he
was on the point of running his sword into his dvaart, his question: “What must | do
to be saved?” was answered by the apostle: “Bebevéhe Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved and thy house,” and he actuallynbeeabeliever.

All these persons could say: “On that day and at tmour | was converted and
brought out of death into life, out of darknes®ihght, from my forlorn condition un-
der the wrath of God into the state of grace.” Bliimany others we have no such
record in the Scriptures. The history of the Chullaning the nineteen centuries of its
existence shows that millions upon millions who eveaised within the pale of the
Church were unable to name the day and hour of dosiversion, although they were
well aware of the fact, and could prove, too, thaty had become different men by be-
ing brought to a living faith in Christ by the Ho8pirit and by thus attaining to grace,
righteousness, and the hope of everlasting life.

What may be the reason why the Pietists, who wesaittyrwell intentioned people,
hit upon the doctrine that no one could be a Ganatnless he had ascertained the exact
day and hour of his Conversion? The reason isth@t imagined a person must sud-
denly experience a heavenly joy and hear an inoieevelling him that he had been re-
ceived into grace and had become a child of Godingaconceived this notion of the
mode and manner of conversion, they were forcetbtbare that a person must be able
to name the day and hour when he was convertedni®a new creature, received for-
giveness of sins, and was robed in the righteogsoieShrist.

However, we have already come to understand invglaat a great, dangerous, and
fatal error this is. Tonight we shall take up thstlpart of Thesis IX, which tells us in
particular that the word of God is not rightly dled “when sinners who have been
struck down and terrified by the Law are directeda.their own prayers and wrestlings
with God in order that they may win their way irdostate of grace; in other words,
when they are told to keep on praying and strugglintil they feelthat God has re-
ceived them into grace.”

This system has been adopted also by the Metho@istsefore taking up the dis-
cussion of their view, we shall have to warn agammisunderstanding of the doctrine
that a person must not base his salvation andtdiis ef grace on his feeling. For this
doctrine is abused by many.

There are people who regard themselves as goodti@hs although they are spiri-
tually dead. They have never felt a real anguisaaaount of their sins; they have never
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been filled with terror on account of them, havearebeen appalled by the thought of
the hell which they have deserved, have never badheir knees before God, bewalil-
ing with bitter tears their awful, damnable coramhtiunder sin. Much less have they
wept sweet tears of joy and glorified God for Hierny. They read and hear the Word
of God without being specially impressed by it. ¥lg® to church and receive absolu-
tion without feeling refreshed; they attend Holyn@aunion without any inward sensa-
tion and remain as cold as ice. Occasionally, wihey become inwardly agitated be-
cause of their Indifference in matters concerningirt salvation and because of their
lack of appreciation of God’s Word, they try to eutheir heart with the reflection that
the Lutheran Church teaches that the lack of gpirfieeling is of no moment. They rea-
son that this lack cannot harm them and that tla@ybe good Christians notwithstand-
ing, because they consider themselves believers.

However, they labor under a grievous self-delusP@&ople in that condition have
nothing but the dead faith of the intellect, a spes faith, or, to express it still more
drastically, a lip faith. They may say with theiouaths, “l believe,” but their heart is not
conscious of it. No, indeed; a person who canmgtisaaccordance with Ps. 34, 8, that
he hagastedand seen that the Lord is good must not regardéifnas being in a state
of true faith. More over, the Apostle Paul saysnR8, 16, “The Spirit indeed beareth
witness with our spirit that we are the childrenGxdd.” Can the Holy Spirit bear this
witness in us without our feeling it? The witnesscourt must speak loud enough for
the judge to hear. The same is necessary in thes éecording to God’s Word any per-
son who has never felt the testimony of the Sghat he is the child of God is spiritu-
ally dead. He can offer no testimony in his favod @oes wrong by considering himself
a Christian nevertheless.

Again, the apostle says, Rom. 5, 1 “Being justitigdfaith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Objective peactal#ished through the shedding of
Christ’s blood, exists prior to our justificatioAccordingly, the apostle must be speak-
ing of a peace that is sensed, felt, and experience

Furthermore, the Apostle Paul writes, Rom. 14, Ti7eé'kingdom of God is ... right-
eousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.”j@hef which the apostle speaks is
not worldly, or carnal, joy, but spiritual Joy. A&son that has tasted all the other joys
except the last, is spiritually dead.

The examples of the saints recorded in the Bibteoborate this point. We behold
them continually aglow with the praise of God bessaof what He has done for them.
That presupposes that their hearts were conscibtiseomercy which the Lord had
shown them. Could David, without an inward expereerhave exclaimed: “Bless the
Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me bless Hbly name. Bless the Lord, Oh my
soul, and forget not all His benefits; who forglvetl thine iniquities; who healeth all
thy diseases”? He certainly had a very lively iieglof these matters when he spoke
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Lastly, ask any person who has all the criteria t&fue, living Christian whether he
has experienced all the things of which he speaks,he will answer in the affirmative,
telling you that, after experiencing the terror @hiGod sends to a sinner whom He
wants to rescue, he had an experience of the sas=etrf God’s grace in Christ. He will
tell you that his heart is melting within him ateey remembrance of his Savior’s love.
Again, he will also tell you that, spite of the falcat he knows he has obtained grace, he
is frequently seized with fright and anguish atsight of the Law.

Note, then, that our statement that no one must hassalvation and his state of
grace on his feeling does not mean that he cango®@ Christian without having expe-
rienced any feeling in regard to religious mattditsat is not what we teach. Let me of-
fer a pertinent testimony of Luther, who differéal, instance, from Melanchthon by be-
ing anything rather than a sentamentalist, whichalkighthon was in the highest degree.
Melancthon based his joy on his feeling; but noteratvhat Luther feelings were, he
clung to the Word.

In his Church Postil(St. L. Ed. XII, 239 f.), commenting on the woriBecause ye
are sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of His 8uo your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father” (Gal. 4, 6). Luther, spite of the fact thatendeavored never to rely on change-
able and delusive feelings, writes as follows: tis point every one is to ascertain by
self-examination whether hieelsthe Holy Spirit in His heart andxperiencedHis
speaking. [Mark you: the text says that the Spnigs, “Abba, Father.”] For St. Paul in
this passage says that in every heart in whictsfhet dwells He cries, ‘Abba, Father.’
Likewise, in Rom. 8, 15 he says: ‘Ye have receitrezl Spirit of adoption, whereby we
cry, Abba, Father.’” This crying is felt when on&snscience, without wavering and
qguestioning, conceives a staunch boldness to lte geiitain, not only that his sins have
been forgiven, but also that he is a child of Gassured of his salvation, and may with a
cheerful and assured heart and with all confiderateGod his dear Father and cry to
Him. Of these things he must be more certain tHansovery life and must be ready to
suffer every kind of death, and hell in additioather than allow this assurance to be
taken from him by yielding to doubt.

“It would be an offense to the rich life of Chrestd to His suffering if we were not
to believe that the superabundance of all His mé¥s been acquired for us and if we
were not to allow His great living and dying toitecus to, and confirm us in, this confi-
dence with the same force as sin and afflictioesd@terring us from it and make us de-
spondent.

“True, there may come a strife in a Christian cagisiim an anxious feeling, leading
him to think he is not a child of God, and to imegand feel that God is an angry, stern
judge, as happened to Job and many others. Butomféict of this kind childlike confi-
dence, though trembling and quaking, must conqu#ra end, or everything is lost.
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“Were Cain to hear this, he would cross himselihvwitinds and feet and say with
great humility: God keep me from this awful heresyg temerity! Am |, poor sinner, to
be so conceited as to call myself a child of God? hb; | shall humble myself, ac-
knowledge that | am a poor sinner, etc. Peopléisfkind you must shun and beware of
them as of the greatest enemies of the Christiém &&ad your salvation. We know, in-
deed, that we are poor sinners; but in this busimes are not to consider what we are
and what we do, but what Christ is, has done, astill doing for us. We are not talking
about our human nature, but about the mercy of @ashich Ps. 103, 11 f. says: ‘As
the heaven is high above the earth, so great isndrsy toward them that fear Him. As
far as the east is from the West, so far hath iHeved our transgressions from us.” Do
you consider it something great to be a child oi%dhen do not consider it a trifling
matter that the Son of God is come, made of a woanaplaced under the Law, for the
purpose of making you such a child of God. Evenghthat God does is great. That is
the reason why it produceseat joy and couragand intrepid spirits, who are not afraid
of anything and able to do all things.

“Cain’s attitude is narrow and produces nothing @#espondent hearts, full of an-
guish, who are not fit either to suffer or to beiac and get afraid at the sound of a
shaking leaf, as Moses says, Lev. 26, 36. Clingn,tfirmly to this text and know that
you must feel the crying of the Spirit in your hgéor how can you fail to feel it when it
is the crying of your own heart? Moreover, Paulsuge word ‘crying’ when he might
have said: The Spirit lisps or speaks or singswideted to use a far stronger term than
these. He cries and calls with all might, from W fieart, so that everything seems full
of life and energy through the confidence which pieduces. To the same effect the
apostle says in Rom. 8, 26: ‘The Spirit itself nthkiatercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered’; and in v. 16: ‘The Spiself beareth witness with our spirit
that we are the children of God!” Is it possiblattbur heart should not feel this crying,
groaning, and witness-bearing?

“And oh! a precious service is rendered the Clamstoy affliction and suffering,
which incite him to such crying and rouse the $mirihim. However, we never feel the
Spirit and remain Cains because we are afraideottbss and flee it. If you do not feel
the crying of the Spirit, resolve never to quityng till God hears you; for you are a
Cain, and your spiritual condition is not whathosild be.

“But you must not desire to bear within you onlistbrying of the Spirit and noth-
ing else.There will be at the same time a murderous cryingpur heart. That is to in-
cite you to crying and to exercise you therein.lShas been the experience of all other
Christians. Also your sin will cry, causing abjeEispondency in your conscience. But
the Spirit of Christ must drown these cries, tlsaproduce in you a stronger confidence
than your despondency. For St. John says, FirstlEpichap. 3, 19-22: ‘Hereby we
know that we are of the truth and shall assurehaarts before Him. For if our heart
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condemn us, God is greater than our heart and khoallethings. Beloved, if our heart

condemn us not, then have we confidence toward @id.whatsoever we ask we re-
ceive of Him.” This calling and crying of the Spiwithin us, then, is nothing else than a
strong, unwavering, trustful crying with our whdbeart to God, as our dear Father,
from us, as His dear children.”

The misery of our times is caused by the fact tthatfaith of which Luther speaks is
rare. Either men are spiritually dead and there@obee unconcerned about their soul’s
welfare, imagining that they will get to heaven amy, or they are filled with anguish
and uncertainty. Many who have spent their livegheir horrible “faith,” which looks
like faith, but is not, die with the thought in thhearts: What will become of me now?
Am | going to heaven or not?

What Luther teaches in this citation is repudiatasl,you know, by the Roman
Church, which declares not only that man can natt,even that henustnot, obtain as-
surance of his salvation. The Roman Church regaelstriving for such assurance as a
crime and a presumptuous undertaking and declaatohly upon receiving a special,
extraordinary revelation from heaven a person nagy 4 know and am certain that |
have been received into grace by God and shalabeds’ That is an inverted gospel,
and the entire teaching of the Papacy is nothirtgabonost pitiable perversion of the
Gospel into a new law, and that, the Roman chuaais .|

People can be heard saying: “Oh, | know well enatlgih Christ has redeemed the
whole world, but that does not answer the questbitherl have been redeemed.”
Those who speak thus have no knowledge of either draGospel. For a person who
has learned to know the Gospel will say: “SinceSba of God has redeemed the whole
world, He has redeemed me also. Since He has redesm, He wants me to believe
that. He does not prevent me from believing it oy Pietistic warning: Do not believe
prematurely!” We cannot believe too soon; the manties Gospel is preached to us, we
are to believe it, as we love our souls, or wedaller the displeasure and wrath of God.
But unless a person clings to the Word, he careatdssured; he will waver and vacil-
late every day and hour. This moment he will imadimself a Christian, the next hour
he will think that he has deluded himself.

Luther contends that the testimony of the Holy Spirthe hearts of God’s children
iIs accompanied by strife. There must be confidendghristians and at the same time
fear and trembling. This is possible. | can craossaful abyss, trembling at the thought
that | may be hurled into it; but seeing a bareezcted on both sides of my path, |
gather confidence and cross over, confident oftgaféat is the strange paradox in the
heart of a Christian: he fears and trembles afldsséissured.

As to the witness of the Spirit, Paul does not tbay it is being borne in a general
way, but “with our spirit.” Accordingly, our spirihust spiritually hear the witness of the
Spirit, and that is the “feeling” of which we spedtkis the witness of the Spirit within
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us. It is strange that a Christian beginning tokdoull hear a voice telling him: “Christ
has died for you spite of your sins. You need rextdmne despondent nor yield to de-
spair; you are numbered with the redeemed of thd,land your destination is heaven.
Be of good cheer!” Coming spontaneously, this vorgdeich we cannot produce at plea-
sure, is the witness of the Holy Spirit. It comesus especially at a time of spiritual
tribulation. You do not need a witness every day,when you are being accused, you
go in search of one. The same happens in ourwsgitife: when a poor Christian is in
very great distress, the Holy Spirit calls to hibg, not despair.

Cain became a fugitive from God and a vagabond, awdanot know his true rela-
tion to God. That is not the condition of a Chasti However, a Christian may be ever
so sure of his state of grace, and neverthelesalhstill hear the murderous roaring of
the devil. Into his assurance of the grace of Gmule will come a voice whispering to
him that he is not yet rid of his sins, for, behddgt what evil thoughts has he been vis-
ited this very day, what sinful lusts have ariserhim, what useless words have pro-
ceeded from his mouth; and was not the good thdtalsedone mere sham? Those are
the murderous arrows from Satan’s bow. In such nmbsnine Holy Spirit steps forward
to bear testimony for us if we are Christians.

We shall now pass on to the particular point in thesis which is to engage our at-
tention tonightyiz., that Law and Gospel are grievously commingledHmsé who as-
sert that assurance of the forgiveness of singnesgpraying, struggling, and wrestling
until finally a joyful feeling arises in the heamgdicating to the person in a mysterious
way that grace is now in his heart and that heb@anf good cheer because he has for-
giveness of his sins. Now, properly speaking, gracever in man’s, but in God’s heart.
First a person mudielieve; after that he may fe&leeling proceeds from faith, not faith
from feeling. If a person’s faith proceeds fromlieg, it is not genuine faith; for faith
requires a divine promise which it lays hold of.cAadingly, we can be sure that the
faith of those who can say: “lI regard nothing ih thle world except the precious
Gospel; on that | build,” is of the right sort. THevil may terrify and harass such peo-
ple until they have no pleasant feeling of grace they will sing nevertheless: —

Though “No!” my heart should ever cry,
Still on Thy Word | shall rely,

or. —

I shall trust, though void of feeling,
Till before Thee I'll be kneeling.

The principal proof-text for this point of doctringe 1 John 3, 19-2Qdereby we
know that we are of the truth and shall assure loeairts before Him. FojLuther: dasg
if our heart condemn us, God is greater than owarhand knoweth all thing®\ Chris-
tian may feel the accusation of his own heart, ihatis conscience, and when trying to
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quiet his heart, he may hear a voice telling hiat the is damned, that he has no for-
giveness of his sins and no grace, is not a clfildazl and cannot hope for life eternal.
To such a person the beloved apostle says: “Iheart condemn us, God is greater than
our heart.” That is to say, our heart is indeedidge, yet only a subordinate one. A
higher judge, namely, God, is above our heartnlsay to my troubled heart: “Be still,
my heart! Keep silence, my conscience! | have dpde@a a higher court and inquired
of God, the supreme judge, whether | am rid of mg.sFrom the higher court, which
can always reverse the verdict of a lower countave obtained a verdict that my sins
are forgiven, for | cling to the Word of God.” As®n who by the grace of God is en-
abled to believe this is a blessed person. Hetlased, and heaven opened wide for
him. Though all the devils in hell roar at him, ‘vare lost!” he can answer them: “It is
not so; | am not lost, but redeemed forever. Hanae the written evidence in God’s
Word.” And in due time the feeling of grace willtwen. In the very moment when a
Christian imagines that he is void of all feelimgld, and dead, a miserable, lost crea-
ture, to whom the Word of God tastes like rotterodsovho does not relish absolution
and has not the witness of the Holy Spirit in hand all is over with him, — just in
such a moment a great joy may suddenly enter lag.n@od will not leave him in the
slough of despair.

True, we cannot lay down rules for God. There tgeat difference among Chris-
tians. Some have been highly favored in being tedasy way by God, always enjoying
a beautiful, pleasant feeling and never being iednef strong wrestling. For persons
who always find their experiences in harmony with Word of God need not struggle
for that harmony. Others, however, are nearly asvieeg by God through darkness,
great anguish, grievous doubts, and diverse afffist In the latter case we must be
careful to distinguish between one who is deadarewho is afflicted. The distinction
is not difficult. If | am worried about my lack ahe feeling of grace for which | am
earnestly longing, that is proof that | am a trdei€tian. For one who desires to believe
is already a believer. For how could a person pogsiesire to believe something which
he regards untrue? No man desires to be deceivedodn as | want to believe some-
thing, | am secretly believing it. This is a poiat pastors to note when they are dealing
with individual souls. Good congregation-membery mame to the pastor complaining
of great spiritual misery, claiming they cannoti®et at all. If, upon being asked
whether they would like to believe, they eagerlgwa@r in the affirmative, they are to be
comforted with the assurance that they may configeronsider themselves believers,
and they should be told to wait until God permiie hour of their affliction to pass,
when they will presently observe their faith brewkforth in great strength and joy.

John 20, 29 we readesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hastMegethou
hast believed; blessed are they that have not seenyet have believedhomas re-
fused to believe that Christ had risen from theddeless he would be able to put his
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finger into the nail-prints in Christ’s body. Out great compassion, Christ granted him
that privilege, and Thomas fell down before Him¢lexming, “My Lord and my God!”
Thereupon the Lord addressed the words just quotétm. Now, seeing is practically
nothing else than feeling. For whether | receiseasation through my nervous system
or see something with my nerve of vision or heaneihing with my auditory nerve,
cause and effect in each case are identical. Th##d.eemarks to Thomas mean that we
mustfirst believe andhensee and must not desire first to see and theelieve. It is
certain, then, that we must not desire firstael, but we must rather believe and then
wait until God grants us the sweet sensation thasms have been taken from us.

Heb. 11, 1 statesdow, faith is the substance of things hoped fa, é¢hidence of
things not seenMe have here a definition of faith. If faith is aths here stated: a firm,
reliant confidence, not doubting, not waveringisitself-evident that faith dare not be
based on sight, feeling, and sense. If it is, Hust on sand, and the entire structure thus
set up will soon collapse. Pity the person whollesome accustomed to regarding him-
self as pardoned while he has pleasant feelings e, these pleasant feelings vanish
in the hour of death, when the final agony drivvesnt away. Happy the man who in that
hour can say: —

| cling to what my Savior taught
And trust it whether felt or not.

He can depart in peace. Pity the poor, unhappycigho in that hour discovers that he
is void of any feeling of grace and must die withdasus dwelling in his heart. Many
who have joined the fanatical sects may have psilisglecause they let go of Jesus in
their dying hour, thinking that they were not peted to apprehend Him. For all fanat-
ics hold that the privilege of coming to Jesus &kihg comfort in Him is not conveyed
to them except by their feeling of divine grace.althey ask a brother of their com-
munion, “How do you feel?” and he tells them thati$ not aware of any feeling, they
begin milling with the poor wretch in prayer, stgligg and wrestling until he gets the
desired feeling. The feeling that he gets, howesgamerely physical, not the feeling of
the Holy Spirit. For human nature, when put undeexstraordinary strain, is apt to turn
a person’s mind. Suddenly all nerves seem to haapped, and he has the sensation of
a drowning person who is rescued from the wateayersuch a person, too, has a sen-
sation of delight, but it is not the delightful sation of the Holy Spirit.

In his Church Postil(St. L. Ed. XI, 1577 f.)Lutherwrites: “Another quality of faith
Is that it waives previous knowledge and assurah@s worthiness to receive the grace
of God and to be heard by Him. That is what dowbtiEr who reach out after God and
try Him. They are groping after God similarly tdknd man groping along a wall; they
first of all want to feel and be certified that ldannot escape them. The Epistle to the
Hebrews, in chap. 11, says: Faith is a sure coméelen things hoped for, not judging
things by what they appear to be. That means, tditlgs to things that it does not see,
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feel, or apprehend by means of the senses. Itthera trusting reliance on God, on
whom it is willing to risk and stake anything, raubting that it will come out winner.
The outcome really certifies the correctness ohdugst,and the feeling and sensation
will come to him unsought and undesired in andibydlying upon it and believing it.”

Luther here gives an exact description of the tqueity of faith: it declines to know
and to be assured before it will give credence,itbgitves credence the moment God’s
Word is spoken. This is indeed followed by assugasooner in one person, later in an-
other. The common experience is that a person \w@sdacome a Christian at once per-
ceives a pleasant sensation. God treats His yduidyen as an earthly father treats his.
He feeds them light food, gives them sweets, eidG8d gives to Christians in their ini-
tial stage the sugar-bread of pleasant feelings.vdien they have passed through a
number of spiritual experiences which exercisedr tfaath, the sugar-bread stops, and
they are given black rye-bread, which sometimegiite hard and tastes stale. God cal-
culates that after sufficient experience has besneg in Christianity by these Chris-
tians, the new food will not be too severe a tioalthem, while it would be indigestible
to such as are still children in faith. When triaéBne, many Christians indulge in remi-
niscences of their former happiness, how theyhetisthe sweet experience and joyful
assurance that God in heaven was gracious to te@mething of which they had no
inkling prior to their conversion; how they retiratinight, knowing that they would rest
in the arms of Jesus, and rose cheerfully in thenmg, knowing that Jesus and His an-
gels would accompany them in all their ways; hownesihey were that no misfortune
would befall them, or if any should befall themattht would be a blessing in disguise,
as Paul Gerhardt views it, when he sings: —

My heart from care is free,
Misfortune now is play,
No troubles trouble me,
And night is bright as day.

They may long for the food of those former dayg, they feel that they can digest the
hard rye-bread that is offered them now.

If God were to withdraw His consolations from bewrns in Christianity, they
would say: “We decline leading such a miserabk [ifhe ministers in their sermons al-
ways picture the Christian life as a glorious st&wet now we see that a Christian is a
most unhappy person; his whole life is filled wathguish, misery, and terrors.”

What a kind Father, then, is God to His Christiafs! does not lay heavy burdens
on them at the start. He gets them accustomedstaédilings gradually. Then He with-
draws comforts from them in order that they mayrea lay hold of Him also in the
dark. Accordingly, we must not think that we haadleén from grace or have forsaken
our first love when we no longer have the blessgutrences of former days, or at least
not in the same degree. The love which an age@rexred Christian bears towards his
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Savior may not have the sweet flavor of his ealtlfer but it is purer, because many
dregs which it contained at the beginning have Ipegged from it.

Luther continues: “Tell me, who had given theseetsghe duly sealed and stamped
letter assuring them that Christ would hear theaypr? Do you observe in them any
sensation, any feeling of His mercy, any informati@nowledge, or certainty of His
goodness? None of these items can be discernbdrmm t\ell, what do we see in them?
A frank risking and cheerful daring that relies ldis unsensed, untried, and unrecog-
nized goodness. They behold no marks indicatingt WMeaintends to do for them; they
look solely to His goodness, and that incites therie daring thought that He will not
leave them in the lurch. Whence did they have tkeinvledge of His goodness? For al-
though they had never made any trial of it throsgme experience, they had to have
some previous knowledge of it. No doubt, they hatthgred it from public rumors about
all the good that He had done, though personadly ttad never had any experience of
His goodness. For the goodness of God must begamoat through His Word, and men
must rely on it before they have made a test of éxperienced it.”

When | have recited the Lord’s Prayer with propevation, — something, by the
way, that happens very rarely, — | can cheerfullgatude by saying “Amen,” though |
may not have felt while praying that it is realhetHoly Spirit that is urging me to pray.
| have had to struggle while praying, and my pragdreard nevertheless.

In another placéutherwrites (St. L. Ed. Xl, 453 f.): “What | have saglthis: God
will not permit usto rely on anything or to cling with our heartsdaything that is not
Christ as revealed in His Word, no matter how hayl full of the Spirit it may seem.
Faith has no other ground on which to take its dtakccordingly, the mother of Christ
and Joseph meet with the experience that theirnwisdom, calculations, and hopes fail
them and turn out to be futile while they are humgyfrom place to place seeking Him.
For they are not seeking Him where they should, dmntsult their flesh and blood,
which is always staring about after some comfdreothan that offered by God’s Word
and always desires something visible and tangvatech can be grasped by the senses
and human reason. For that reason God lets thethoygno to failure and forces this les-
son upon them, that no comfort, aid, and adviceclwimen seek from flesh and blood,
from other men or any creature whatsoever, is wartything unless God’s Word is
grasped. They had to abandon everything: theindseacquaintances, the entire city of
Jerusalem, every ingenious device, all that theyndelves and other men could do. All
these things did not provide them with the promsusance, until they sought Him in
the Temple, where He was about His Father’s businBsere Christ is surely found,
and there the heart recovers its cheer, while illvotherwise remain cheerless, since
comfort can be provided for us neither by ourseh@sby any other creature.”

“Hence, when God sends us such grievous afflictiaves too, must learn not to fol-
low our own calculations or the advice of such raersend us hither and thither and di-
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rect us to our own or other people’s resourcesthi@ncontrary, we should remember
that we must seek Christ in His Father’'s house larginess: we must simply cling to
the Word of the Gospel alone, which shows us Clatigght and teaches us to know
Him. Learn, then, from this and any other spiritaffliction that, whenever you wish to
convey genuine comfort to others or to yourself) yaust say with Christ: What does it
mean that you are running hither and thither, yloat torment yourselves with anxious
and sad thoughts, imagining that God will not kgep in His grace and that there is no
longer any Christ for you? Why do you refuse toshésfied unless you find Him in
yourselves and have the feeling of being holy aitbdout sin? You will never succeed,;
all your toil will be labor lost. Do you not knowat Christ will be nowhere nor permit
Himself to be found anywhere except in that whgldis Father’s, not in anything that
IS your or other people’s? There is no fault ini€thor His mercy; He is never lost and
can always be found. But the fault is in you, beeayou are not seeking Him where
you ought to, namely, in the place where He isé¢ocsbught. You are being guided by
your feeling and think you can apprehend Him witlurythoughts. You must come to
the place where there is neither your own nor aap'snbusiness, but God’s business
and government, namely, to His Word. There you fanl Him and hear and see that
there is no wrath and disfavor against you in Hasyou fear in your despondency, but
nothing else than grace and cordial love towards wad that He is acting as your kind
and loving Mediator with the Father, speaking tiedkst and best words possible in
your behalf. Nor does He send you trials with titemtion of casting you off, but in or-
der that you may learn to know Him better and chimgre firmly to His Word and in or-
der to rebuke your unreasonableness, thus foradgty learn by experience how cor-
dially and faithfully He cherishes you.”

Here you hear a verdict condemning all fanaticatsseNo matter what other false
doctrines they may teach, they all have this gusverror in common, that they do not
rely solely on Christ and His Word, but chiefly saomething that takes place in them-
selves. As a rule, they imagine that all is wellhathem because they have turned from
their former ways. As if that were a guaranteeezching heaven! No; we are not to
look back to our conversion for assurance, but westngo to our Savior again and
again, every day, as though we never had been dedvély former conversion will be
of no benefit to me if | become secure. | mustmreto the mercy-seat every day, other-
wise | shall make my former conversion my Savigrréying on it. That would be aw-
ful; for in the last analysis it would mean thahéke myself my savior.
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