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SIXTEENTH EVENING LECTURE.
(January 20, 1885.)

No doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church menoff ensive to the Reformed
than the doctrine that the grace of God, the fengess of sins, righteousness in the sight
of God, and eternal salvation, is obtained in rfeptvay than by the believer’s putting
his confidence in the written Word, in Baptismthe Lord’s Supper, and in absolution.
The Reformed, especially their theologians, dedlaa¢ this way of getting into heaven
Is too mechanical, and on hearing the Lutheranhtagahey denounce it as deadletter
worship, citing the statement of the Apostle Palite letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life.” 2 Cor. 3, 6. Again, they say; “What does bajpg with earthly water profit? The
true baptism is baptizing with the Spirit and wiite.” Again: “What is the benefit of
eating and drinking the natural body and blood bfi§€l? The true food and drink by
which the hunger and thirst of the soul is realilfesl is the truth that came down from
heaven.” Finally, they say: “How can | be helpedabynortal, sinful man, who cannot
look into my heart, saying to me: ‘Thy sins aregieen thee'? No; my sins are not for-
given except when God Himself speaks these wordsyiheart and makes me feel their
force.” That is the Reformed view.

Now, does this view agree with Scripture? By no msedn the Scriptural meaning
of the term the “letter” is not something dead. Toanection in 2 Cor. 3, 6 shows, in
the first place, that the apostle refers, not ®\tord of God as such, but to the Law.
That is what kills. On the other hand, the “spisignifies the Gospel. That is what
gives life. Consider, in addition, that when thestie says: “The letter killeth,” he can-
not mean that the letter itself is dead; for somnetithat is dead cannot kill.

According to the Holy Scriptures, Baptism is nahare washing with earthly water,
but the Spirit of God, yea, Jesus with His bloooihreects with it for the purpose of
cleansing me of my sins. Therefore Ananias say&aid: “Be baptized and wash away
thy sins,” Acts 22, 16; and Jesus says to NicodefiMasily, verily, | say unto thee, Ex-
cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, &ienot enter into the Kingdom of
God,” John 3, 5. He names the water first and therSpirit, for it is by this very bap-
tizing with water that the Spirit is to be given.nhe Gal. 3, 27 the apostle says clearly
and distinctly: “As many of you as have been bauatimto Christ have put on Christ”;
and in Titus 3, 5-7: “Not by works of righteousnedsch we have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us by the washing of regdéioarand renewing of the Holy
Ghost, which He shed on us abundantly through Jébkust, our Savior, that, being jus-
tified by His grace, we should be made heirs adngrtb the hope of eternal life.”

According to the Holy Scriptures the Lord’'s Supjgemot an earthly feast, but a
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heavenly feast on earth, in which not only bread \wme, or only the body and blood
of Christ are given us, but together with thesgif@mess of sins, life, and salvation is
given and sealed to us. For, distributing the breacth He had blessed, Christ said:
“This is My body, which is givetior you; ... this do in remembrance of Me.” By the
words “for you” He invited the disciples to pondke fact that they were now receiving
and eating that body by the bitter death of whinhee cross the entire world would be
redeemed. He meant to remind them that they oodhrtetak forth with joy and gladness
because the ransom that was to be paid for theoSithe whole world was, so to speak,
put in their mouths. Offering the disciples the ampich He had blessed, Christ said:
“This is the cup, the new testament in My bloodjcrhs shed for you.” Why did He
add the words “shed for you”? He meant to say: “Whexeiving the blood of redemp-
tion in this Holy Supper, you receive at the sametwhat has been acquired on the
cross by means of this sacrifice.”

Finally, according to the Holy Scriptures the aboh pronounced by a poor, sinful
preacher is not his absolution, but the absolutbnlesus Christ Himself; for the
preacher absolves a person by the command of Cinriste place of Christ, in the name
of Christ. Christ said to His disciples: “As My Rat hath sent Me, even so send | you.”
John 20, 21. What is the import of these words?eNather than this: “| am sent by My
Father. When | speak to you, My words are the wofdgly Father. You must not con-
sider the humble form in which you see Me. | coméhe name of the Father, in the
place of the Father, and the word of promise thatgreds from My mouth is the word
of My Father. Now, in the same manner as My Fallasy sent Me | am sending you.
You, too, are to speak in My name, in My place.efidfore He continues: “Receive ye
the Holy Ghost; whosesoever sins ye remit, theyramatted unto them; and whoseso-
ever sins ye retain, they are retained.”

Observe, then, the depreciative, contemptuousseoiching ring in the words of the
Reformed when they speak of the sacred means o gitee Word and the Sacraments,
and the grand, majestic ring in the words of thedLand the apostles when they speak
of these matters. Now, who is right, Christ or teformed, the holy apostles or the
ministers of the Reformed Church? | should feelastd to give the answer. You all
know the answer.

The true reason for the Reformed view is this: Teyot know how a person is to
come into possession of the divine grace, the Yerggss of sin, righteousness in the
sight of God, and eternal salvation. Spurning tlg which God has appointed, they are
pointing another way, in accordance with new deyiadich they have invented. We
gained this conviction in our last evening lectiiay the Lord grant us His Holy Spirit
to the end that tonight we may be strengthenedcanirmed in our conviction and be
blessed with a cheerful faith.

The ninth thesis which we are studying is one efrtiost important in the entire se-
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ries. For the confounding of Law and Gospel thabimmon among the sects consists in
nothing else than this, that they instruct alarmieders by prayer and inward wrestling
to fight their way into a state of grace until tifegl grace indwelling in them, instead of
pointing them to the Word and the Sacraments. $heaks like a very godly and Chris-
tian procedure, and an inexperienced person caly éasdeceived by it. But God be
praised! we have God's Word, which does not deces;ea Word on which we can rely
and by which we can abide in the present darknesgh it lights up for us. When
Death summons us hence, we can, though void ofesiyng, follow him confidently
and say: “l shall gladly go with you. | praise Gt my escape from this terrible
prison. | entertain no doubt that | shall standbethe throne of a gracious God. Why?
Not because | feel that way; not because | haviomeed good works; not because |
have amended my mode of living. All these thingsildoe sinking sand; for it is quite
possible that in the hour of death feelings of g&s$ will forsake me. Being accus-
tomed to rely on the Word, | have the trusty stdffch | need for support at my passage
through the dark valley of death.”

May our heavenly Father fit you out with His Wordhen entering the ministry lest
your efforts turn out a beating of the air? May ymuever conscious of administering to
your hearers the Word of the everlasting, livingdGo which the devils in hell shall not
say, Nay! May your slogan be: “When the Lord spe#dsall keep silence; for He is
Lord over all, and all must be in subjection to Him

To the best of my ability | have so far expoundegdu this doctrine as | find it in
the Holy Scriptures. In order that you may see Llzah not presenting my private opin-
ion, but the doctrine of our dear Lutheran Chutehus hear what the Confessions of
our Church say about this matter. But let us fiesir a testimony of Zwingli in behalf of
the Reformed teaching. Apparently Zwingli has natlded as great an influence as
Calvin, but he laid the foundation of the Reforn@tlurch before God snatched him out
of the world of the living by a sudden death. Thensy work of Zwingli has been
smoothed down by Calvin, who by the finesse ofvimskmanship gained the English
and the French over to his side, while he accommgdidittle among the German people.
The doctrine of Zwingli is the source from which false teachings of the Reformed
churches have sprung. What does he say regardengldition of the means of grace to
faith?

Most of you know that in 1530 the Zwinglians wantedoin in the Augsburg Con-
fession, but that the Lutherans denied them feltggvsAccordingly, Zwingll wrote a
so-called Augsburg Confession of his own and seitd the emperor. The most ap-
palling feature of this confession is this: six rtienprevious to this Zwingli had en-
dorsed the very opposite doctrine. For in the fialieof 1529, at the Marburg Colloquy,
he had, among other things, signed this staterfienthe eighth Place, the theologians
have agreed that the Holy Spirit ... gives faith @ ane except through previous
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preaching and by and with the Word creates and sviaikh as, where, and in whom He
pleases. In the ninth place, that Holy Baptism &arament, by which man is regener-
ated.”

The pure, plain Lutheran doctrine, then, had ba&hlefore the Zwinglians and be-
fore Zwingli himself by Luther, and they had acepit because they desired a union
with the Wittenberg theologians. With tears in &y&s Zwingli stood before Luther, of-
fering his hand and asking for brotherly fellowshgwing as far as he thought he could,
he declared: “By the spoken Word of God faith isduced in men; by Baptism a person
Is regenerated.” Half a year later he denied &l thor in his confession he writes: “In
the seventh place, | believe and know that all &aents, far from conferring grace, do
not even offer or present it.” Remember, at Markdngngli had subscribed to the op-
posite teaching and pledged his hand to the sarbneiag his confession.

Zwingli proceeds: “Possibly | may appear to you sinmuissant Emperor, as speak-
ing with unwarranted freedom. But with me this reais settled. For grace is wrought
and bestowed by the Holy Spirit, and hence this miist be attributed to the Holy
Spirit. (I am using the termgracein the meaning which it has in Latin and underdtén
to mean forgiveness, kindness, and benefactiomowitany merit and not as a recom-
pense for same.)” He means to say: “That is theoreavhy preaching, Baptism, and the
Lord’s Supper are useless; they are mere symbdlse Spirit, however,” says Zwingli,
“requires no conveyance, or vehicle; for He is Hithshe conveying force by which
everything is transferred; He does not need tordresterred. We read nowhere in the
Holy Scriptures a teaching of this kind, that emédobjects, such as the Sacraments, are
a sure means of bringing the Spirit to men; ondbtrary, whenever external objects
have come along with the Spirit, it was in everstamce the Spirit, not the external ob-
jects, that did the conveying. For instance, whemghty wind began to blow, the lan-
guages came at the same time, by the power ofitia: Wihe wind was not supported by
the power of the languages. Likewise, a wind brouglnils, another carried away
grasshoppers; but never have quails and grasstoppen so light and nimble as to
bring wind. Likewise, when a wind so strong asifioup mountains went by Elijah, the
Lord was not in the wind. To be brief, ‘the Sp[mtind] bloweth where it listeth,” that
Is, it blows in a manner agreeable to its natuaed‘thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh and whither it gogZwingli: “wo er stille wird,”
where it subsides.] So is every one that is borthefSpirit,” that is, who is enlightened
and drawn in an invisible and intangible manneutiithas spoken these words; hence
the grace of the Spirit is not conveyed by this Ensmg or yonder drinking or by unc-
tion. For if this were so, wehouldknow how, where, whither, and upon what the Spirit
comes. For if the presence and efficacy of graedteshed to the Sacraments, they will
operate wherever they are applied; and wherevegr dhe not applied, all will be de-
crepit and miserable. Theologians at this pointtnma¢ prate about the substance, or
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person, receiving grace, namely, that the gradgaptism or the Lord’s Supper is given
to such as are in a proper condition and fit t@nexit, as they say. For any one receiv-
ing grace by means of the Sacraments, as they,adtiner makes himself fit, or is pre-
pared by the Spirit, for its reception. If we dwiirselves, we must have some natural
ability, andprevenient graces naught. But if a person is prepared for theepson of
grace by the Spirit, | ask whether this occursannection with the Sacrament or out-
side of it. If it occurs by means of the Sacramargerson is prepared for the Sacrament
by the Sacrament, and this process will have textendedad infinitum,a Sacrament
being always required for preparation for a Sacrdanut if he is prepared without a
Sacrament for the reception of sacramental gragelysthe Spirit with His grace is
presentprior to the Sacramentience there is grace conveyed and present befere th
Sacrament comeShis leads to the conclusion (which | gladly adamtl concede in the
sacramentarian controversy) that the Sacramentsefied agoublic evidence of that
gracewhich existgreviouslyin every individual.”

In what vulgar terms does Zwingli here speak okéheacred matters! When the
Holy Spirit wants to approach man, He does not rnteedWord of God, the Gospel,
Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, for a conveyance; Heaane without them! It must be a
queer Bible which Zwingli read. — In speaking otemal objects that are to convey
the Spirit, Zwingli inserts the word “surely.” Thigstambiguous. The means of grawe
tually convey grace, but not in such a manner as to eagaan to receive them. To the
person receiving Baptism, God says: “l will be tAgd, and thou shalt be in grace and
favor with Me.” If the person refuses to receivestbffer, he obtains no grace; but the
reason for that is not because there is no grachifio to receive, but because he de-
spises it. The whole Bible is full of testimoni@sthe fact that the Word and the Sacra-
ments actually convey the Holy Spirit. For instgniets 10, 44: “While Peter yet spake
these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them thedrid the Word.” Here the coming of
the Holy Spirit is attributed to the Word. As regsrBaptism, you have heard that
streams of the Holy Spirit are poured out with Bapt — "This immersing,” “yonder
drinking,” is Zwingli's way of referring to Baptisrand the Lord’s Supper. He also men-
tions extreme unction because he is addressindgRtimean Catholic emperor. Among
Lutherans this temporary ceremony, which was iniosie time of the apostles, has
never been regarded as a Sacrament. Rememberatwoanding to Zwingli's teaching
Baptism confers no gift because the Holy Spiriuiszs no vehicle for His conveyance.

“The Church, then,” Zwingli continues, “receives Bgptism those who have been
first received by gracedccordingly, Baptism confers no gradmjt only testifies to the
Church that the person receiving it has alreadgiobtl grace. ... In the tenth place, |
believe that the office of prophesying, or preaghis sacred because it is highly neces-
sary above all other offices. For, to speak witharacal correctness, we observe that
among all nations external preaching by the aposihel evangelists or bishops has pre-
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ceded faith” [Zwingli mentions this because it 15 @ndeniable fact, and he calculates
that his adversaries will now be unable to charige \nith concealing this fact], “and
yet we attribute man’s faith to the Spirit aloner,Falas! we behold a great mamwho
are hearing the external preaching of the Gospedl yet do not believbecause the
Spirit is lacking.”

There you behold the fanatic. From this teachingfi@ism is bound to crop out. It
certainly has cropped out. We have the best eveehat here in America, where the
appeal to the Spirit is heard everywhere.

In conclusion, Zwingli says, in words that giveauglimpse of his doctrine of abso-
lute predestination: “If, notwithstanding this, thephets, or preachers of the Word, are
sent to any place, that is an indication of thecgraf God, who wants to reveal the
knowledge of Himself to the elect.” He means to: syhen the Word is preached and
there are still so many people unconverted, theoreas not that the Word has not ex-
erted its efficacy, but because there is no effiaadche Word. The Spirit must produce
the effect. God permits preaching only because Hetsvto convert the elect. Accord-
ingly, He applies His Spirit to some and takes tdwway from others.”

That plainly shows what the Reformed Church teackgarding the relation of the
means of grace to grace, righteousness, and tbetisal of sinners.

Now listen to a few testimonies from our own cosfess. In théSmalcald Articles,
Part Ill, Art. VIII, 8 10 (Mueller, p. 3227rigl. Conc.,p. 497), we read: “Therefore we
ought and must constantly maintain this point, thatl does not wish to deal with us
otherwise than through the spoken Word and the @aents. It is the devil himself
whatsoever is extolled as Spirit without the Wand &acraments.The Spirit comes to
men by means of the Word. A person may imagine hieaits full of the Spirit to the
bursting point, but it is his own spirit of fanasm. The true Spirit is obtained only
through the Word of God. In every passage of the ISariptures which recounts the
conversion of people we see that God wants to w#hl men only through the Word
and Sacraments.

TheApology,Art. IV, § 68 (Mueller, p. 92Trigl. Conc.,p. 139): “But God cannot be
treated withGod cannot be apprehended, except through the \Waabrdingly, justifi-
cation occurs through the Word, just as Paul s&@n. 1, 16: ‘The Gospel is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that believdtikewise, 10, 17: ‘Faith cometh by
hearing.” And proof can be derived even from this that faistifies, because, if justifi-
cation occurs only through the Word and the Wordpprehended only by faith, it fol-
lows thatfaith justifies.” This important statement declares that all whandbesteem
the means of grace do not believe from the heattrttan is saved solely by grace. For
what does their objection to the means of graceuao? They argue: “Is a person re-
ally to obtain forgiveness of sins by the mere mpagibon of the letter, Baptism, the
Lord’'s Supper, absolution? That would be too eaBut if we are to be saved by pure
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grace, why should our salvation be such a diffitatk — provided it is to be really
grace that is to save us? Just because we aredavbd by grace, God must have ar-
ranged matters so that we need nothing but a niBanhich God offers us forgiveness
of sins, grace, and salvation. When God says taith@er, “Only believe,” He practi-
cally says: “Accept what | give you; have confidemc Me. What | tell you is the truth.
Only come, lay hold of the gift and take it.” Whehear the Gospel preached to me, |
am to believe that it is God who brings me thesel gidings through the preacher who
Is proclaiming them to me. God at the same times sayne: “Why are you toiling to ac-
cumulate meritorious works? Christ has acquirethall you need. Only believe, and all
Is yours. | am not telling you a lie.” That is wiadd says.

Now, anything that is predicated of the Word of Gegredicated, as a matter of
course, also of the Sacraments; for they are alsanmof grace. They are the visible
Word. The Word of God, the Gospel, is only audilblet the Sacraments are also visi-
ble, for they are acts attached to objects of sefserefore it is a very horrible error,
fostered in our time particularly by so-called mogdeor up-to-date, believersiz., that
the Word has an efficacy peculiarly its own, thapBsm is a special remedy for other
ills, and the Lord's Supper for still others. Bliese are vain human speculations, of
which there is not a word to be found in the Sarigs$. Let us hear our confessions on
this matter.

In the Apology,Art. Xlll, 8 5 (Mueller, p. 196;Trigl. Conc.,p. 309), we read: “But
just as the Word enters the ear to strike our hearthe rite [Sacrament] itself strikes
the eye in order to move the hedithe effect of the Word and of the rite is the sagat,
has been well said by Augustine thabacramenis avisible Word,because the rite is
received by the eyes, and is, as it were, a pidlitiee Word, signifying the same things
as the WordTherefore the effect of both is the same.”

This is an important point. To a hearing persoar preach the Gospel by words. In
the case of a deaf person, whom | cannot teachdiymethod, | may take a picture rep-
resenting the birth of Christ with the angels cagnout of heaven or one that represents
the crucifixion. By way of pantomime | can explahe pictures and instruct the deaf
without speaking a word to him. That is what Go@&slby means of the Sacraments,
which show us in a picture, so to speak, what Godlaims audibly in the Word. “The
Sacraments are the visible Word,” that is an egoelhxiomatic utterance of Augustine.
A person, therefore, who speaks of the Sacramentsrins of depreciation and con-
tempt says the same things against the Word anslieconsider the terrible guilt that
he assumes. He ridicules God, turning Him into ateired master of ceremonies, who
has prescribed all sorts of pantomimes for us meduwel the purpose of exercising our
faith. No; God is not occupied with such paltryntlpg, now that the era of types and fig-
ures is past. The body itself and the essence dfs@pfts have arrived, now that the
time of the Old Testament is past.
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In hisBrief Commentary on Isaialon chap. 20, 4,utherwrites (St. L. Ed. VI, 285)
. “In the same manner as the Holy Spirit operatesnieans of the Word He operates
also through the signs, which are, so to speakimptelse than the acted Word, inas-
much as the same things are expressed by an lbgttlas words sounding in men’s ears.
And since the Word never returns void, the sigmsoabe without result either. Thus
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are signs by whichfaiih is raised up and strength-
ened.” This citation shows that our Church doesteath that the mere hearing of the
Word or immersing a person in water and drawing buhagain leads to faith and the
obtaining of grace. If that were so, we would beeslby works, would we not? No; the
crucial point while we are engaged in pious meitabf the Word is that we say to
ourselves: “That is the voice of God speaking to"mBeing baptized without faith is
useless, even if the act were repeated ten tintley.aCommuning without faith would
not profit us if we received the Sacrament dailgyNhese acts, thus performed, would
rather increase our blindness and the darknessfishirouds us, our hardness of heart
and spiritual obduration, and, in the end, our daton. The doctrine of our Church,
then, is this: The Word and the Sacraments operatech a manner as to raise us up in
faith and prompt us to lay hold of the blessingsrefd us.”

In a general way.uthertreats this subject ibommenting on Deud, 28. He writes
(St. L. Ed. 111, 1691 ff.) : “See whether our nekismatics and fanatics are not lead-
ing the people to trust in their own works. Take #nabaptists: what are they doing,
and what do they teach? They declare that Bapssnorthless; they remove from Bap-
tism the element of grace, so that there is noegaac mercy of God, no forgiveness of
sin, in it, and baptism becomes @videnceof my own godlinessprior to my baptism,
or a mark that | nowossesgodliness. They separate grace from Baptism amcelas
a mere external sign, in which theren a grain of mercyall grace has been cut away.
Now, if the grace of Christ has been removed fraptim, there remains nothing but a
mere work. Likewise, in the Sacrament of therd’s Supperthe fanatics remove the
promise offered us in this Sacrament; they tellhad what we eat and drink is nothing
but bread and wine. Here, too, the proffered gra@t away and renounced. For they
teach us that the only good work that we do by caming is professing Christ; as to
the rest, we merely eat and drink bread and wirtarSupper, and there is no grace in
it for us.”

“That is the result of falling away from the FiSbmmandment: a person promptly
sets up an idol in the form of some meritorious kyan which he trusts. Therefore
Moses says: My dear children, have a care to abitte God and follow Him. Other-
wise you cannot avoid idolatry; you will fall intihat sin, no matter how much you
struggle against it. For the devil at all timesaadis the grace of Goao heresy can
bear the teaching of divine gracghe fanatics of our day all urge the First Command
ment, saying: We, too, proclaim grace and mercgubin Christ; we do not reject the
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doctrine of the First Commandment. They charge khatther, am telling lies about
them. However, put them to the testue, they confess Christ who was crucified and
died for us and thus saved us; but they renouneentbans by which we obtain Him;
they demolish the way, the bridge, and path leatbn@hrist”

“Also the Jews believe that there is a God, buy g@urn the way that leads to God,
namely, Christ, the Man Christ Jesus. The TurkdessnGod, but they renounce the
means, or bridge, by which we come to God, nantbl,grace of God. They refuse
Christ and any sacraments by which a person obtmatse. They act just like people to
whom a preacher says, ‘Here | have a treasure,what does not put the treasure
plainly before them or give them the key to unlaclOf what benefit would the trea-
sure be to them®Phey lock up the treasure from wghich they ought to lay plainly be-
fore us, and lead us upon a monkey’s talley deny me access to the treasure and
refuse to hand it over to me that | may have amditis

“Granted, then, that the fanatics talk a great déalut God, forgiveness of sins, the
grace of God, and the death of Christ, still, wkien question is raised how to come to
Christ and obtain grace, how to effect a union wiiim, they tell me that the Spirit
alone must do this. They make me step on a monkay'dy saying that the external
and oral proclamation of the Word, Baptism, andS$aerament [the Lord’s Supper] are
worthless. And yet they preach grace. That amotmnizoclaiming the existence of a
treasure in fine terms, but taking away the key lamdige that would put me in posses-
sion of the treasure. Now, God has ordained thatttbasure is to be offered and con-
veyed to men by means of Baptism, the Sacrametiteoford’s Supper, and the exter-
nal Word. These are the means and instruments lighwb obtain the grace of God.
They deny this truth.”

| state these matters because the devil is so mgrihat heprofesses the wordsf
this truth, but renounces tineeansby which we obtain what the words declare. The fa-
natics do not renounce the treasure, buueandbenefitof it. They deprive us of the
method, of the ways and means for getting at thastire, so that we could enjoy it.
They shut us out from the grace which we would vench like to have. They tell us
that we must have tH&pirit; but they will not concede to me the means by whictay
havethe Spirit. How can | receive the Spirit and bedievhen the Word of God is not
preached and the Sacraments are not administene@?0l must have the means; for
‘faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word&ofl,” Rom. 10, 17.

“To sum up, there can be no schismatic but mustoumter to the First Command-
ment and stumble at Christ Jesus. All heretics nmeatgrandensemblet this article.
Let us, then, abide by this article: “Thou shakda@o other gods,’” and let us diligently
bear in mind its object and scope. For if we puut of our sight, we are opening the
doors wide to all schismatic spirit&od never proposed to set up His worship in this
world without external means.”
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This citation is taken from the sermon which Lutpezached at the Marburg Collo-
guy. He speaks out against the fanatics, the Zvaing] the Anabaptists. For although
Zwingli admitted the correctness of Luther’s teaghiwe have seen that half a year
later he revoked his admission in a solemn addmeise emperor. He desired that the
emperor would have his confession read at an opesia of the Diet of Augsburg. But
this was not done, and not until after Zwingli'satte was this confession published by
his son-in-law, who thought he must by this docutrear a monument to his father-
in-law. It is, verily, a sorry monument.

This sermon of Luther, then, was preached in 158#9not make a mistake about
the chronology of the sermon. Did not Zwingli in2ZB5unite with Luther in a confes-
sion? Did not Luther, then, do Zwingli a grievousong by preaching as he did? By no
means; at the time when the sermon was preachatgi\wad not yet made this confes-
sion. That explains Luther’s language.

Let us examine some of the points Luther makeslé\the fanatics do not issue or-
ders like these: “You must give such or such anwarmto the poor, or you must forgive
your enemy; by doing these things you will meriawyen,” still, when they declare that
it is asking too little of men to demand that tlaegept the glad tidings of the Gospel, it
Is proper to declare them non-Christians. For beals a Christian who believes that
he is saved by grace. When a person has alreadynieeg Christian, | may tell him that
his toil and strife will now commence because he fagh. | must tell him this, not to
make him believe that he is to get to heaven becalikis labor and worry; for before a
person can engage in the Christian’s toil andesthé must have entered heaven, that is,
started his heavenly conversation, here on earth.

The fanatical Anabaptists caused a schism on atadBaptism, although they as-
serted that Baptism is useless; they said it warei@e act of outward obedience which
— imagine their impudence! — a person must renderder to fulfil all righteousness.
That is the Anabaptist way of coming to an agreeamath the teaching of Christ. When
they receive baptism, that is to be viewed as arofakindness on their part: they are
doing God a service by it. That is still their teimg, as | know from my personal expe-
rience and through my reading.

This is their terrible doctrine: Grace must haverbebtained first; then Baptism is
added as a sign that the person already possas®es Baptism, in their view, is noth-
ing else than a work that man performs.

Likewise they declare participation in the Holy $apa good work because by that
act the communicant confesses Christ. However, it gtbme to Communion possess-
ing grace.

Luther’s remark about the enmity of all hereticaiagt the grace of God is an im-

portant axiomatic statement. Every heresy that $@sing up was caused by the
heretic’s inability to believe that man becomesitegus in the sight of God, and is
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saved, by grace alone. That is the real rock @nsi¢ against which all heretics, all false
teachers, dash their head. But there is no escapethis dilemma: either believe this

truth or see what will become of you. For sincedheat God came down from heaven,
| may not treat this matter lightly.

But must | not add something to make God’s work plete? No; you are to fall
prostrate before God as a poor sinner, like therlapthe Gospel, and praise and mag-
nify the abounding grace of God. When you do o} will perceive the fatuity of the
fanatics’ insistence on having the Spirit. You whilen receive the Spirit of God and be-
come ardent in your love of God. You will percethat this is not a mechanical way of
getting into heaven, but the most spiritual wayt ttem be pointed out. This Spirit is no
delusion. Spirit and life spring from the Word obd>

Luther touches the main point of the controversyemwhe speaks of the bridge to
Christ that has been demolished by the AnabarsisSacramentarians. It is a useless
tale when | am told about a precious treasure whanin to fetch and have for my get-
ting if the way to the treasure is not shown me thiedmeans for lifting it. Such talk will
seem sheer twaddle. But that is exactly the fasiatray of talking about the great trea-
sure that lies concealed in the Christian religinen they are asked about the way by
which to get to it, they cannot tell it. It is aér sentiment that is expressed in one of the
Lutheran hymns: —

Thy Baptism, Supper, and Thy Word
My consolation are, O Lord,
For they contain my treasure.

Whoever does not go to these places to lift thestree will not fetch any gold. What he
gets may look like gold, but it is mere tinsel. Wbthat | could press this truth deeply
into your hearts and that the sound of my wordsl@vaot simply sweep past your ears,
but bring energy and life to you! Oh, what witnesgeu would become by refusing to
deny the grace of God in Christ as the fanatics do!

As to the monkey’s tail to which Luther refers, wha means to say is this: If a per-
son were seeking for a firm footing while climbiagtree and, stepping forth, would
land on the tail of a monkey sitting on a highemdi he would see on what precarious
“footing” he had stepped.

| confess that what Luther says about the treasfudevine grace lying stored up for
us in the Word and in the Sacraments is sometlmagdaused me considerable worry
during my student days. | thought that way too easy therefore wrong, until | was
thrown into great anguish and distress and fourtdhau it is the right way. Since then |
have, by the grace of God, stuck to this way. | Isayhe grace of God, for no one ar-
rives at this knowledge or adheres to it by his @tvength. We are all by nature much
more inclined to choose the wrong than the right.Wathe end, people, even in sectar-
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lan circles, if they are children of God, turn e tright way, at least in the hour of death.
They may not decide to become Lutherans, but ghadi of such moment; for a person
may bear the name of Lutheran and yet go to thi. dgithout fully realizing what they
are doing, these people cast aside everything inhathey had placed their confidence
and rely only on the mercy of God. The reason wigndan the Papacy many are saved
Is because in the end they cast everything elsdoaed and cling only to the mercy of
God. The goodness and grace of God are marvelopergon may have despised the
grace of God for fifty years and may be burdenetth wiillions of sins, abominable sins;
finally he collapses and cries: “God be mercifuirte, a sinner!” and God receives him.
But this truth must not be wantonly abused. A penms@ay not conclude that he can con-
tinue sinning at his ease and in his last hour lsimgpeat the cry of the penitent publi-
cans. A calculation of this kind leads to hardenamd the outcome may be that the per-
son will be suddenly snatched out of life beforeche formulate a single godly thought
and presently find himself in eternity standingdsefthe judgment seat of God.

Remember Luther’s summing up of the case agaiestahatics: The Spirit is not
obtained except by simple trust in God’s Word. Ewdren void of any feeling, the per-
son who declares: “God has said so, thereforell Bkeve it,” will find that the Holy
Spirit has entered his heart, filling it with Hiegce and joy.

Here we shall halt tonight. The discussion of thatter is of such importance that |
shall take it up once more next week. | owe yoha@adugh discussion, for | am con-
scious of my great responsibility towards you. alslsoon stand before the throne of
God to give an account of this great number of deais to whose care thousands will
some day be entrusted. God will demand of me ameett whether | have fully dis-
charged my office. Therefore | must speak to youhos subject whether you like it or
not. However, | have no doubt that you like it, @splly those of you who from their
childhood have had the precious Word of God. Ittthigt even you have passed through
some spiritual experiences that have taught yourtileecomfort in every affliction and
its only source, the Word of God, which, wheneveu yeel worried, assures you of
your salvation.

12 of 12 8/20/2014 2:47 Al



